
Tossups: 
1. [Note to players: specific answer required] 
The genus Fabii trace their lineage back to this figure from a daughter of Evander that laid with him in a 
ditch. It’s not Vesta, but an atypically round temple to this figure still stands in the forum boarium. In book 8 
of the Aeneid, that same Evander venerates this figure for saving the people of Pallanteum from a (**) certain 
monster by strangling it until its eyes popped out. The Aventine hill was said to be sacred to this figure, from 
Aventinus, his son by a priestess of Rhea. Along with Stabiae and Pompeii, the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius 
destroyed a city named for this figure. This figure killed the fire-breathing son of Vulcan, (*) Cacus, after 
Cacus stole several cattle this figure was bringing for a certain task. Commodus often portrayed himself as this 
figure. For 10 points, name this Roman equivalent of a Greek hero that performed 12 tasks. 
ANSWER: Hercules [Do not accept or prompt on Heracles] 
 
2. [Note to players: the answer to the following question is a Latin verb. You may answer with any form of the verb 
clued in the tossup] 
The imperative form of this verb appears both in the motto of Idaho, along with “perpetuo,” and in the motto 
of Missouri, along with “salus populi suprema lex.” This is the first word of the motto of North Carolina, 
where it preceeds “quam videri”, which means “than to seem.” This verb is the last in a phrase that is usually 
followed by a further phrase meaning “to persist is diabolical,” ususally attested to Seneca. An english word 
meaning “the most perfect example of a quality or class” derives from this verb and a word for five. The 
english word (*) “future” derives from the future active participle of this Latin verb. This word follows “id” in an 
abbreviation often translated as “in other words” and this verb is the middle word of an abbreviation often written at 
the end of proofs, QED. This verb is the 4th word in a phrase originally coined by Horace that was used by Wilfred 
Owen as the title of a poem decribing the horrors of war. According to Descartes, the result of thinking is, for 10 
points, what Latin verb that follows cogito ergo. 
ANSWER: sum, esse, fui, futurus [accept any underlined portion; accept esto, est, or erat; prompt on English 
translations like “I am”, “to be”, or “is”] 
 
3. According to Pausanias, the Manisa relief is a depiction of the goddess Cybele created by one of this 
figure’s sons. That son, Broteas, fathered a child of the same name as this figure and himself was driven 
insane after refusing to honor Artemis. A daughter of this figure was transformed into a rock on (**) Mt. 
Sipylus, which still stands today. Another son of this figure went as far as the river Oceanus to have 
Hephaestus purify him of a curse he received from killing Myrtilus. That son of this man won his wife in a 
chariot race with her father, (*) Oenomaus. Atreus and Thyestes were the grandchildren of this man through that 
same son and his wife Hippodameia. This man’s daughter Niobe boasted she was better than Leto, resulting in 
Apollo and Artemis killing her 14 children. For 10 points, name this man whose son Pelops was cut up and served in 
a stew by his father, looking to decieve the gods. 
ANSWER: Tantalus (entirely on clues about his children) 
 
 
Boni: 
1. Answer the following about people that were all turned into linden trees, for 10 points each:  
[10e] The greek word for linden, philyra, comes from Philyra, who was turned into the tree by Zeus and who was 
also the mother of this figure by Cronus. This wise centaur was a tutor to several heroes, incuding Jason and 
Achilles. 
ANSWER: Chiron 
[10m] This couple was turned into an intertwined oak and linden tree when they died, since they had earlier given 
hospitable welcome to the disguised Jupiter and Mercury. 
ANSWER: Baucis and Philemon [propmt on partial] 
[10h] There are apparently only two myths about the linden tree in greek mythology so answer this unrelated 
question: At what city on Rhodes did both Cadmus and Danaus stop in their voyages, where Danaus dedicated a 
famous shrine to Athena? 
ANSWER: Lindus (trolled) 
 
 
 



2. In response to one question, this man stated that Tellus the Athenian was the happiest of all men, for 10 points 
each: 
[10e] Name this Athenian statesman, known for many good reforms, such as the seisachtheia. He repealed many of 
Draco’s laws. 
ANSWER: Solon 
[10m] This man had asked Solon who was the happiest of all men, exspecting the answer to be himself. This man 
led the Lydians to a defeat against Persia after misinterpreting an oracle. 
ANSWER: Croesus 
[10h] According to Solon, these brothers were the second happiest of men. After carrying their mother to a festival 
of Hera in a cart, they laid down and died peacefully. 
ANSWER: Cleobis and Biton [Prompt on partial] 
 
3. For 10 points each, answer the following about 5-nitro-2-propoxyaniline, also known as Ultrasüss:  
[10h] Utrasüss consists of a benzene ring with these three substituents. No, I will not repeat the systematic name, 
you should have been listening. 
ANSWER: Nitro, amine, and propoxy [accept ether for propoxy] 
[10e] Ultrasüss is also known as P-4000 because it is one of these types of compounds, having a strength 4000 times 
that of sucrose. Saccharin and stevia are other examples of these food additives. 
ANSWER: artificial sweetners [or sugar substitutes] 
[10m] Searching “Chemistry amongus” on Youtube brings up a video called “Finding the Imposter with 
Chemistry,” which demonstrates how ascorbic acid reduces this element, clearing a solution. In a similar reaction, a 
solution of an ion with three atoms of this element is titrated against thiosulfate, causing the starch indicator to turn 
from deep blue to a light yellow. 
ANSWER: iodine (be nice and accept iodide) 
 
4. This incident was discovered by Damasistratus, who buried the resulting body afterwards, for 10 points each: 
[10m] Identify this event that took place at the cleft way, which likely happened after one participant wouldn’t yield 
to the other. After this event, one participent solved the riddle of the Sphinx. 
ANSWER: Oedipus killing Laius [accept his father for Laius; accept answers with synonyms for killing] 
[10e] By killing the sphinx, Oedipus freed this city becoming its king. Oedipus’ son Polynices was later a member 
of a group attacking this city, known as the “Seven against” this city. 
ANSWER: Thebes 
[10h] Laius’ murder and Oedipus’ misfortune were thought to be the result of Laius’ abduction of Chrysippus, the 
son of this man. Laius resided with this man after Amphion and Zethus usurped the throne of Thebes from him 
ANSWER: Pelops 
 
5. Answer the following mythological questions, in the style of Jeopardy!’s before and after category. Since the 
separate answers are just one word each, the words are merged together, with the end of the first word becoming the 
beginning of the second, slightly differently to Jeopardy!. For 10 points each: 
[10e] The god of music and the sun, brother of Artemis, and a hero of the Trojan war whose journey homeward is 
detailed in an epic by Homer. 
ANSWER: Apollodysseus (Apollo and Odysseus) 
[10m] A hero who gave the hide of the Calyonian boar to Atalanta after killing it and the three-bodied monster 
whose cattle were stolen by Heracles in his 10th labor. 
ANSWER: Meleageryon (Meleager and Geryon) 
[10h] [Note to players: this one is a slightly looser merging but it’s worth it] A seer, who taught his grandson 
Aeacus, the son of his daughter Arisbe, prophecy, and two seers of the same name, one who caused Calchas to die 
after beating him in a prophecy contest, and the other, who was one of the Argonauts’ seers, along with Idmon. 
ANSWER: Meropsus (Merops and Mopsus) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Building off the last bonus (sortof), answer some questions about answerlines I (the author) have confused in 
competitions in my career. For 10 points each: 
[10e] In an early high school competition, I mispoke and said Andromache, instead of the name of this similar 
sounding daughter of Cassiopeia, who was saved from a sea monster by Perseus. 
ANSWER: Andromeda 
[10m] I have previously confused Metis, Thetis, and this titaness, a personification of justice. In the Theogony, the 
Horae and Fates are the children of Zeus and this 2nd wife of his. 
ANSWER: Themis 
[10h] After buzzing in and not hearing the rest of the clue in a question needing two similar sounding names, I gave 
one of the correct names, and a third equally similar sounding name, so you must name all three: One is an Arcadian 
king who killed Hyllus in single combat, stopping the first invasion of the Heraclids; another is a king of Epirus who 
was used as a notorious example of cruelty in Book 18 of the Odyssey, where it is said he mutilated his daughter 
Metope by piercing her eyes with needles; the third is a name shared by a few people, including a member of the 
Spartoi who was the father of Pentheus and a greek soldier who died when he jumped out of the Trojan horse. 
ANSWER: Echemus, Echetus, and Echion [in any order] (The question wanted Echemus and Echetus, I said 
Echemus and Echion) 
 
 
 
 
 


