AXD 2005

Tossups for Just Ask This Scientician 
by Robert Flaxman, Dan Passner and Ted Stratton
FIRST PERIOD – Fifty-or-nothing bonuses in effect



1.
Bruce Willis actually apologized to the public for this film in a 2004 interview with Bob Costas, saying "it sucked."  Co-star Robert Pastorelli accidentally gave away (*) the main plot twist in an appearance on Letterman before the film's release.  Willis plays a cop demoted to river rescue when he accuses other cops of playing a role in his father's murder, supposedly at the hands of a serial killer.  For 10 points--name this Pittsburgh-set "thriller" with a generic title that also starred a younger Sarah Jessica Parker.

Answer:
Striking Distance
2.
This college squad ended the Harlem Globetrotters' 288-game winning streak on November 16, 2003, no mean feat for a team that finished the previous season with a 6-24 record. (*) They finished 24-8 in 2003-04, getting a bid to the NCAA tourney where they nearly defeated #4-seed Maryland, and were so successful that coach Billy Gillispie was hired away by Texas A&M.  For 10 points--name this basketball team still favored to win the WAC this year, which won a national title in 1966 as Texas Western.
Answer:
UTEP or University of Texas at El Paso
3.
The liner notes to all their albums contain the line "Mums and dads of the world be patient with your children."  They titled their first album Songs for Polar Bears after being unable to name their band Polar Bear. (*)  Adding guitarist Nathan Connolly to the backing duo of bassist Mark McClelland and drummer Jonny Quinn, the group released its third album, Final Straw, in 2003.  For 10 points--name this Scottish band led by Northern Irish lead singer Gary Lightbody, responsible for songs like "Spitting Games" and the radio hit "Run".
Answer:
Snow Patrol
4.
Characters on this show include Mr. Hornsby, a teacher who likes to play the fiddle.  The framing device on this kids' show is the grandfather telling a story from his childhood to grandsons Sean and Seamus. (*) Set in Ireland at an unspecified time, each show also features Wiley the sheep as voiced by Mel Brooks, and a live-action epilogue with soccer star Cobi Jones.  For 10 points--name this PBS show featuring Ferny and Dannan, whose main character Piggley Winks often uses the title exclamation.

Answer:
Jakers!  The Adventures of Piggley Winks (prompt on the latter)

5.
The author of this strip has offered his comic free to newspapers in the hopes of breaking the syndicates' stranglehold on the comics page. (*) Set at a video game magazine, the strip focuses more on character interaction than the games themselves, setting it apart from Penny Arcade, with which it has a friendly rivalry.  For 10 points--name this web comic drawn by Scott Kurtz and featuring characters like Jade, Brent, Cole, Francis, and Skull the troll.

Answer:
PvP (Player vs. Player)


6.
He had dehydration problems as a child which occasionally caused his urine to become extremely viscous.  Cerebral palsy thwarted his dream of becoming a federal agent, though it doesn't stop him from killing the jeweler Saul Berg. (*) A former member of a barbershop quartet, his current work is self-described as "run of the mill scams."  Of course, all of this is only true if you believe his story.  For 10 points--who is this character who narrates most of The Usual Suspects, played by Kevin Spacey?
Answer:
Verbal Kint (do not accept Keyser Soze)

7.
The Sporting News' choice for 13th best player of all time, he had brief stints in San Diego and Washington and during his career he racked up eight Pro Bowl (*) appearances after a career at Mississippi Valley State.  He called his defensive style "civilized violence," and the NFL refuses to acknowledge the record he likely held for several decades prior to Reggie White.  For 10 points--name this former Rams' defensive end, creator of the "head slap," who unofficially totaled 173.5 career sacks.

Answer:
David "Deacon" Jones
SECOND PERIOD – Unlimited guessing on completed tossups
8.
This show was nominated for a GLAAD award in 2000.  The Sklar brothers appeared  as the Silverstein brothers (*) and among the final words uttered were "Time of Death: Thursday 9:30," a reference to the show's time slot.  Featuring a script-reading prostitute and Buddy Hackett in his final role, For 10 points--name this short-lived Fox show about the making of "Slow Torture" and "Beverly Hills Gun Club", whose main character, Peter Dragon, was played by Jay Mohr.

Answer:
Action
9.
It evolved from Gum, Inc., which produced the Play Ball series of baseball cards between 1939 and 1941.  An initial release in 1948 featured small black-and-white cards, but the 1953 set featured full-color photos, the first to do so. (*) Though it signed Mickey Mantle to an exclusive contract for the 1954 and 1955 releases, the company was still bought out by its #1 competitor in 1956.  For 10 points--name this baseball card brand, now a subsidiary of Topps, which was reestablished in 1989 as the "home of the rookie card".

Answer:
Bowman
10.
Hall of Famers who have won this trophy include Terry Francis and Emile Cheevers. Johnny Bowers holds the record for most trophies, nine (*) with the Cleveland Barons, but it is the Hershey Bears who have the most of any active team with nine. For 10 points--name this trophy, named for the first president of the NHL and most recently given to the Milwaukee Admirals, awarded to the winner of the AHL championship and which sounds like it might involve a mobile.

Answer:
The Calder Cup (do not accept Calder Trophy, which is the one awarded for NHL Rookie of the Year)
11.
Louise insists that an abstract painting titled "Mother and Child" is a portrait of her, even though it was done when she was 17 and she has never been pregnant.  Her then-boyfriend Scott, (*) who painted it died in a car crash.  Twenty years later, Louise interviews a prospective art student with a similar name and appearance and becomes convinced he is Scott reincarnated.  This is the basic plot of--for 10 points--what 2004 film by Dylan Kidd, starring Marcia Gay Harden, Topher Grace, and Laura Linney?
Answer:
P.S.
12.
Formed in 1997 while in school together, they were spotted at a gig they booked just to get out playing again, the band put out the single "Everybody's Changing" on the Fierce Panda label. (*) This got the group signed with Island Records and they put out their first LP, "Hopes and Fears", in 2004.  For 10 points--name this English group with baby-faced lead singer Tom Chaplin, whose biggest US hit has been "Somewhere Only We Know".

Answer:
Keane
13.
He began his career as a sportswriter, and later was a Broadway gossip columnist before landing a gig as a radio host in 1932.  Chosen as counter programming for Milton Berle (*) since CBS considered Berle unbeatable, his show lasted until 1971, while Berle's competing show ended in 1956.  For 10 points--who is this television host whose show was initially entitled "Toast of the Town", the namesake of the theater in which CBS shoots The Late Show with David Letterman?

Answer:
Ed Sullivan
14.
For suicide in a small island nation, this occurred when a lovelorn teen hanged himself.  For AIDS, this occurred thanks to men such as Gaetan Dugas, while its appearance in New York City crime (*) is thanks to Bernie Goetz and a general cleaning of the subways.  In addition, the work of Milgram and Zimbardo are heavily analyzed, and the bystander effect is criticized.  For 10 points--name this title concept of a 2002 Malcolm Gladwell book which explains the occurrence of dramatic transformations in cultures.

Answer:
The Tipping Point
THIRD PERIOD – No special rules in effect
15.
Born in Santa Monica, this athlete recently married Matt Treanor, a catcher from the Albuquerque Isotopes. She played at Long Beach State University, (*) but switched from the indoor to the outdoor version of her sport after graduation. The BVA rookie of the year in 2000--for 10 points--name this backcourt player who set up spikes for partner Kerri Walsh to win the 2004 Olympic Gold Medal in Beach Volleyball.

Answer:
Misty May
16.
Beginning his career at the age of 12 on a Mexican soap opera, he studied acting in London and speaks four languages fluently  He starred in a 1996 film nominated for Best Short at the Oscars (*) before getting noticed in America with his role in 2000's Amores Perros.  The erstwhile boyfriend of Natalie Portman, this is--for 10 points--what Mexican actor of Y Tu Mama Tambien and Bad Education whose biggest role to date may be his portrayal of a young Ché Guevara in 2004's The Motorcycle Diaries?

Answer:
Gael Garcia Bernal
17.
The artist behind this top ten hit admitted that he can't stand techno music, even though he has sometimes been credited with its invention.  Originally in a punk band, (*) the artist turned to synthesizers, eventually creating this song which talks about machines leading to isolation from human contact.  In a typical example of advertisers not being in on the joke, both Nissan and Oldsmobile have used it in campaigns.  For 10 points--what is this song talking of a place where Gary Numan feels safest of all?

Answer:
"Cars"

18.
During his time at Omaha in 1998, he hit .372 and slugged 20 homers, leading him to be named one of the top hitting prospects in baseball.  He spent 2004 split between the Gulf Coast Dodgers and the Las Vegas Area 51s (*) barely exceeding the Mendoza line, but displaying his famous plate discipline that gained him mention in Moneyball.  For 10 points--name this contact-challenged former Red Sox, Philly and A, whose admission of steroid use was drowned out by a similar admission from his brother Jason.

Answer:
Jeremy Giambi
19.
Married eight times - including twice in succession to Steve Crane, with whom she had her only daughter.  (*) According to Guy Pearce's character in L.A. Confidential, a hooker cut to look like her is still a hooker, she just looks like this actress, whose only Oscar nomination came in 1958.  For 10 points--who is this actress of Peyton Place, who appeared on Falcon Crest in later years, and whose mobster boyfriend Johnny Stompanato was killed by her daughter Cheryl in 1958.
Answer:
Lana Turner


20.
His father was from Abruzza, Italy and his mother ran off with an encyclopedia salesman.  He conquered his inability to say the word "breasts," ironic for a man with five wives, (*) the last of whom he met in a tattoo parlor.  In the 1960's he went to MIT and was active in the civil rights movement, while he met his business associate while drunk and wielding a hammer at the Starbright project.  For 10 points--name this Viet Cong POW and Navy pilot, a hologram played by Dean Stockwell on Quantum Leap.
Answer:
Rear Admiral Al Calavicci (accept either)
21.
She collaborated with a St. Louis TV station in rewriting her first hit as "I've Got Redbird Fever" for the Cardinals' playoff run in 2004. (*) Managing a bar by the age of 15, she sang along to CDs in the bar and fronted a cover band before moving to Nashville in 1996.  She got her first break when John Rich heard her with the house band and asked her why she didn't have a record deal.  For 10 points--name this member of the Muzik Mafia, whose songs include "When I Think About Cheating" and "Redneck Woman".

Answer:
Gretchen Wilson
EXTRA


22.
This character's need to bang his friend with benefits caused a squad car full of drugs to be stolen, and he was assaulted by a large white man while having sex with a hooker as part of a sting operation.  (*) One of the planners of an undercover operation to rob an Armenian money train, he occasionally uses the name Cletus Van Damme.  For 10 points--name this best friend of Detective Vic Mackey and fellow member of the strike team on The Shield.
Answer:
Shane Vendrell (accept Cletus Van Damme before it is mentioned)


AXD 2005

Bonuses for Just Ask This Scientician by Robert Flaxman, Dan Passner and Ted Stratton
1.
In honor of the release of the oft-neglected 227 on DVD, name these classic dramas or classic something else that have found a new home on the medium 5-10-15.

(5)
First, this classic is getting a new by-season release with tons of extras.  No word on whether you get your own "To Serve Man" cookbook with the package.

Answer:
The Twilight Zone
(10)
One of the best westerns of the 1950's, people can now own this story of Lucas McCain raising his son Mark while shooting stuff with his Winchester in New Mexico.

Answer:
The Rifleman
(15)
The release of this Krofft Brothers show featured Butch Patrick as a kid who fell into a big tophat at a magic show. It also has Charles Nelson Reilly!

Answer:
Lidsville








2.
Name the following about Canadian cinema, for 10 points each.
(10)
One of the most versatile members of Canada's film community, this director of Last Night also starred as an evil game designer in David Cronenberg's eXistenZ.

Answer:
Don McKellar
(10)
McKellar played suicidal office worker Brad in this 2000 film about a group of cubicle dwellers who make a bet to see who can go the longest without going outside.

Answer:
waydowntown
(10)
McKellar also writes, co-writing this 1993 collection of vignettes about a famous Canadian classical pianist.

Answer:
Thirty-Two Short Films About Glenn Gould
3.
Answer these questions about the 2004 Athens Olympics, for 10 points each.

(10)
This Middle Eastern country won its first Gold Medal ever in the unlikely sport of windsurfing.

Answer:
Israel

(10)
Swimmer Kirsty Coventry of Auburn University won two medals and the first ever gold for this African nation. Unfortunately she wasn't given a farm.

Answer:
Zimbabwe

(10)
This man, considered by many the greatest middle distance runner of all time, won two gold medals for Morocco.

Answer:
Hicham El Guerrouj

4.
Answer the following about an Internet company, for 10 points each.

(10)
Founded in 2000, this gaming website's most popular offering is Bejeweled, which recently spawned a sequel.

Answer:
PopCap Games

(10)
This PopCap game has the player connecting letters to form words that are fed to the title character.  Fiery red letters will end the game if allowed to reach the bottom.

Answer:
Bookworm
(10)
In 2004, PopCap was involved with this gamer-founded charity that donated more than $300,000 in video games to children's hospitals.

Answer:
Child's Play
5.
Answer the following questions about game show streaks, for 10 points each.

(10)
I'll bet everyone remembered to study up on Ken Jennings this year, but did you remember to commit to memory the name of this woman who finally beat him?

Answer:
Nancy Zerg
(10)
A woman also knocked off Twenty-One champion Charles Van Doren just before the quiz show scandals broke.  What was her name?

Answer:
Vivian Nearing
(10)
Bill Murray was at one time rumored to be playing this man in a film.  He held control of the Press Your Luck board for 35 spins after memorizing patterns to avoid the whammies.

Answer:
Michael Paul Larson
6.
Name these odd collaborations involving rappers, for 10 points each.

(10)
The radio hit "Over and Over" appears on Nelly's album Suit and prominently features this country superstar.

Answer:
Tim McGraw
(10)
The 2002 album Best of Both Worlds combined Jay-Z and this oft-maligned R&B artist.  It also produced a contentious tour that ended when the latter was apparently maced.

Answer:
R. Kelly
(10)
Jay-Z also collaborated with this alt-metal band which mixed its own songs with his to produce its latest album, Collision Course.

Answer:
Linkin Park

7.
Given a low-cost carrier, name the major airline that operates it, 5-10-15.

(5)
Ted

Answer:
United
(10)
Song

Answer:
Delta
(15)
Buzz

Answer:
KLM
8.
Given names of characters played in 2004 films, name the actor who was busy during the past year, 5-10-15.

(5)
Kevin Rawley, Ken Hutchinson, Ned Plimpton

Answer:
Owen Wilson


(10)
Ruben Feffer, Tim Dingman, White Goodman

Answer:
Ben Stiller
(15)

Bonny Simmons, Henri Mooré, Paul Rusesabagina [roo-seh-sah-bah-ghee-nah]

Answer:
Don Cheadle
9.
Answer the following about a game, 5-10-15.

(5)
This game of Chinese origin uses tiles and has three suits: circles (or balls), bamboo (or sticks), and characters.

Answer:
mah jongg
(10)
The tile with this creature on it is actually the number one in the bamboo suit.

Answer:
bird (the bird is perched on the bamboo stick)

(15)
There are four possible declarations when picking up a discarded tile, if "mah jongg" is included.  This declaration, indicating three consecutive numbers, can only be made if it is your turn (while others can be made at any time).

Answer:
chow

10.
Biopics can mean Oscar gold.  Name the following about Oscar-winning biopics of the 1980s for 5-10-15.

(5)
F. Murray Abraham won Best Actor for his role as Salieri in this film, which was not a Salieri biopic.

Answer:
Amadeus
(10)
The decidedly non-Danish Meryl Streep put on yet another accent to play Isak Dinesen in this 1985 Best Picture.

Answer:
Out of Africa
(15)
This Bernardo Bertolucci film won Best Picture in 1987, telling the story of Pu Yi, who fills the title role.

Answer:
The Last Emperor
11.
Name the following about NBA fights, for the stated.

(5/5) For five points each, these two teammates were suspended for the most games, a combined 103 games.

Answers: 
Ron Artest and Stephen Jackson
(10)
For 10 points, Jackson's 30 games were four more than the suspension handed to this noted assailant of Rudy Tomjanovich.

Answer:
Kermit Washington
(10)
For 10 points, the Pacer suspensions were also far harsher than the last example of a player punching a fan, when this Rockets guard was suspended just ten games for hitting a Portland fan in February 1995.

Answer:
Vernon Maxwell
12.
Answer the following about spin-off brands of soda, for 10 points each.

(10)
This latest Mountain Dew spin-off, with grape flavor, can still be found on some store shelves despite being promoted as a Halloween 2004 exclusive.

Answer:
Mountain Dew Pitch Black
(10)
Dew also partnered with Taco Bell to release this restaurant-only variety with lime flavoring.

Answer:
Mountain Dew Baja Blast
(10)
Dew's parent company Pepsi also got on the limited release train with this late 2004 spin-off brand tasting vaguely of nutmeg and cinnamon.

Answer:
Pepsi Holiday Spice

13.
Answer these questions about the storied coaching tree of Youngstown legend Bob Stoops, for 10 points each.

(10)
Stoops' last job before Oklahoma was as defensive coordinator for this head coach, recently installed as headman at the University of South Carolina.

Answer:
Steve Spurrier 

(10)
As a four year starter and graduate assistant for this legendary Iowa coach, Stoops won a national title.

Answer:
Hayden Fry

(10)
Bob's father Ron and brother Ron Jr. all coached at this powerhouse Ohio Catholic high school.

Answer:
Cardinal Mooney

14.
Given some more famous actors who made guest appearances, name the soap opera, for 10 points each.

(10)
Sarah Michelle Gellar spent two years as Kendall Hart on this show shortly before landing the Buffy the Vampire Slayer series.

Answer:
All My Children
(10)
Russell Crowe and Guy Pearce both had appearances on this well-known Australian soap.

Answer:
Neighbours
(10)
Okay, so she's not an actress, but this British soap landed a guest appearance by Queen Elizabeth in the 1980s.  Now that's a popular show!

Answer:
Coronation Street
15.
Name the following about a 1970s pop group, for 10 points each.

(10)
This group, usually thought of as disco, recorded their first album, Ring Ring, in 1973, well before the advent of disco. 

Answer:
ABBA
(10)
This song, the title of ABBA's second album, was a winner of the Eurovision Song Contest and helped put the group on the map.

Answer:
Waterloo
(10)
ABBA may be most identified with disco because of this fourth album.  Featuring their biggest hit, "Dancing Queen," its title seems more appropriate for a debut.

Answer:
Arrival


16.
Name some random female pop artists of a few years ago from clues, for 10 points each.

(10)
This singer has yet to record a second album or find a hit like "I Wanna Be Bad", but she became infamous for her relationship with Backstreet Boy Nick Carter.

Answer:
Willa Ford
(10)
This teen artist is also stuck on one album – her self-titled debut came out in 2000, and the song "Another Dumb Blonde" was used in the film Snow Day.

Answer:
Hoku
(10)
A female Backstreet Boys?  The white Destiny's Child?  This all-girl quartet hasn't done much since "He Loves U Not" was a hit in 2001, but at least they're on Puffy's label.

Answer:
Dream






17.
For 10 points each--name the soccer-playing nation based on their exploits in World Cup 2006 qualifying.

(10)
Led by Bolton's mercurial Jay-Jay Okocha, this west African nation nicknamed "The Super Eagles" is currently second in its qualifying group.

Answer:
Nigeria
(10)
Behind the charge of Milan striker Andriy Shevchenko, this eastern European country is already topping their group.

Answer:
Ukraine

(10)
This South American country hasn't qualified since '82, but with the help of Bayern's Claudio Pizzaro, they hope this will be their year.

Answer:
Peru

18.
Given an older science fiction film, name its somewhat unlikely director for 15 points.  You will get five if you need a clue about what makes that director unlikely.
(15)
The Day The Earth Stood Still
(5)
This director is better known for his direction of musicals like West Side Story and The Sound of Music.

Answer:
Robert Wise
(15)
Forbidden Planet
(5)
A decade before Planet, this man was better known as the director of two movies starring Lassie, including the classic Lassie Come Home.

Answer:
Fred M. Wilcox

19.
Everyone has to start off somewhere, given the role they played on an 80's comedy show, name the actor/actress for 15 points. If you need an easier clue, you get 5.

(15)
Lauren Miller

(5)
First winning our hearts by dancing in the dark, she exploded a decade later as neurotic chef Monica Geller.

Answer:
Courteney Cox-Arquette

(15)
Darlene Merriman

(5)
Hostess of Forgive and Forget since 2000, you may best know her as the mismatched ex-wife of Mike Tyson.

Answer:
Robin Givens
20.
Tired of trash lit boni on books that suck?  I know I am!  Name these recent releases that are more likely to end up in the ACF canon, for 10 points each.

(10)
Showing up on more critics lists than any other book released this year, this alternate-history novel relates the rise of Charles Lindbergh to the presidency. 

Answer:
The Plot Against America by Philip Roth

(10)
The latest from Tom Perotta, it features a sympathetic portrayal of a pedophiliac murderer as well as adultery, touch football and a book club, and how they all relate to the title group.

Answer:
Little Children
(10)
The title of this James Frey memoir of drug rehab refers to the thoroughness of his shattered life at the time described.

Answer:
A Million Little Pieces
21.
Given a year and team, name the team they had to share the college football national championship with, 5-10-15.

(5)
1997: Michigan won the AP, but this team won the coaches' poll.

Answer:
Nebraska
(10)
1991: Miami won the AP, but this team won the coaches' poll.

Answer:
Washington
(15)
1970: Nebraska won the AP, but this team won the coaches' poll for the second straight year.

Answer:
Texas

22.
For 10 points each--Name the following relating to a recurring Aqua Teen Hunger Force villain who has taken various forms.

(10)
Residing at 612 Wharf Avenue, we initially met the villain as this rapper behind the song "I Want Candy".

Answer:
MC PEEPants (prompt on Mc to the P)

(10)
After being revealed to be a spider wearing a diaper who is blown up by the Teens, PEEPants comes back as this bovine rapper behind "4 Da Shorteez" who gets Meatwad to give him his food.

Answer:
SirLoin

(10)
After a brief stint as a very small worm, PEEPants came back this season for his final appearance as this senior citizen rapper who wants to be bitten by a vampire.

Answer:
Little Brittle

23.
You knew it was coming sooner or later: the IndyCar bonus.  For 10 points each--
(10)
This man won the 2004 Indianapolis 500.  You know, that big race on Memorial Day weekend?
Answer:
Buddy Rice
(10)
Rice's car is co-owned by David Letterman and this former driver, winner of the 1986 Indy 500
Answer:
Bobby Rahal
(10)
This driver won the 2004 IRL season title.

Answer:
Tony Kanaan
24.
For 10 points each, name these actors related to the 1986 film Manhunter.

(10)
His portrayal of Will Graham, the FBI's lead criminal profiler, is considered by many to be the genesis of his characterization of Gil Grissom on CSI:.
Answer:
William L. Petersen
(10)
He played FBI Section Chief Jack Crawford at the same time that he could be seen as Lt. Mike Torello on Crime Story.  You can see him currently as Law & Order's Joe Fontana.

Answer:
Dennis Farina
(10)
Recently seen as Ward Abbott in the Bourne films, this Scottish actor originated the part of Dr. Hannibal Lecktor in Manhunter.

Answer:
Brian Cox
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