25 questions on 25 sports
By Stan Jastrzebski

(NOTE: No two questions will reference the same sport)
1. The Midwestern Unconventional Sports Association offers organized competitions of Dodgeball and this sport in 4 Midwestern cities.  A maximum of 11 players can play defense for each team, with a minimum of 7.  Games may last no longer than 55 minutes by MUSA rules and pitches must be underhanded and not above knee level.  Leading off before the ball reaches home plate results in the runner being called out and outs come after two strikes.  FTP, what is this schoolyard sport usually employing a large red ball rolled along the ground to its batters?
A: Kickball

2. Born in 1965 with the middle name Claudius, his family moved to Canada when he was seven, and he racked up a 75-and-7 record as a junior.  He won the gold medal at the World Junior Championships in the Dominican Republic in 1983 and made his pro debut on June 27, 1989, when he smashed Al Malcolm.  In 1999, he became the first undisputed heavyweight champion since Riddick Bowe in 1992.  FTP, who is this man who lost the first of two 1999 fights against Evander Holyfield after the judges gave away the fight, only to drub The Real Deal that November?
A: Lennox Lewis

3. On March 12, 1966, jockey Johnny Longden announced his retirement here, before winning a race on 8-to-1 longshot George Royal.  It was also at this track where Bill Shoemaker ran his last race on February 3, 1990.  It hosted the equestrian events for the 1984 Olympics and was used as an internment camp for Japanese Americans in 1942, after having “Camp” added to its name. FTP, what is this California race track, perhaps most famous for controversial losses by Seabiscuit in 1937 and ’38?
A: Santa Anita

4. The more natural elements present in the playing field the better, and records show that equipment such as soccer balls, volleyballs, and tennis rackets have been used. Songs are an integral part of the  sport, the official uniform for this sport consists only of the required mask, and scores, when not completely disregarded, can consist of any quantities, past examples being 'Q to 12', 'BW-109 to YU-34, and 'Nosebleed to Pelvic Fracture'.  FTP, name this sport from Bill Watterson’s beloved comic whose namesake creator states that the only permanent rule of this game is that you can never play the same way twice.

A: Calvinball
5. In 1973, President Nixon signed a bill backing this organization and preventing the Army Corps of Engineers from collecting fees in some places.  A year later, a limit of 150 horsepower was set for engines used in its competition.  In 2000, Byron Velvick hefted 83 pounds and won a title, setting a record on a tour now sponsored by Citgo.  FTP, what is this sporting organization that has seen Roland Martin win 9 Angler of the Year titles?
A: Bass Angler Sportsman’s Society

6. The game was invented in 1965 by future Washington Lieutenant Governor Joel Pritchard, who wanted a way to entertain his kids.  The part of the court closest to the net is known as the non-volley zone and a rule says that each side must hit one ground stroke in every point before any player is allowed to volley the ball over the net.  When serving, one foot can be inside the baseline, as long as the other one is behind it.  FTP, played on a court with the same dimensions as a badminton court, but with paddles and a plastic ball with 26 holes in it, this is what game that looks like large-scale ping pong?
A: Pickleball

7. When the ball leaves this tool, the idea is that it will be rolling at about 6 meters per second.  The tool itself is a three-foot long metal bar with a milled end that tapers to an angle of 145 degrees, so as to reduce bounce when the ball is released.  The ball will not begin rolling until it is raised to an angle of approximately 20 degrees, and the distance it rolls determines that course’s ranking.   FTP, what is this tool that determines the average slope of a golf course’s greens?
A: Stimpmeter

8. In order to reach the national semifinals in 2003, this team first had to take out 15th-ranked Illinois and number seven Georgia Tech, which they did, losing just one game in the two matches.  Led by the efforts of national player of the year Kim Willoughby (Will-LOW-bee), the team eventually lost in 4 games to the nation’s number 3 team, Florida, despite 21 kills each from Willoughby and Lily Kahumoku.  FTP, what volleyball powerhouse, led by coach Dave Shoji, refers to its ladies as the Rainbow Wahine (Wah-HEE-Nay)?
A: University of Hawaii (accept “Rainbow Wahine” before mentioned)

9. The aim is to carry the sport’s object into a scoring area, but it’s not football.  A single game may last as long as a week, but it’s not cricket.  The game is played by men on horseback, but it’s not polo.  The game’s name literally means “goat grabbing”, because in place of a ball is a headless goat carcass.  FTP, what is this national sport of Afghanistan that gained attention when the U.S. invaded the country?
A: Buzkashi

10. Cornelius G. Schaad wrote the first definitive manual of this sport in 1928, and pointed out that the first company to manufacture implements for its play was F. H. Ayres Limited of England, which was later absorbed by Slazengers.  The company later produced a similar indoor game called “Gossima” played with balls on India-rubber, before moving the game off the floor and using wooden dividers instead of nets.  FTP, what sport was the subject of a diplomatic trip by the U.S. to China in 1971, and also a favorite of Forrest Gump?
A: Ping Pong or Table Tennis
11. Mike Virgil, who practiced this sport, was the subject of a controversial Sports Illustrated article that subsequently became a commonly cited case when teaching privacy rules to journalists.  An anti-litter campaign in Santa Cruz County, California took the name of the late Jay Moriarty, another of this sport’s celebrated “watermen”.  Perhaps the most famous practitioner was Hawaiian Duke Kahanamoku, known as the father of the sport.  FTP, what is this ocean sport that provided inspiration for the music of the Beach Boys?
A: Surfing

12. In ancient times, the competition was done on horseback, and targets were often set up for competitors to aim at.  The namesake tool used to be the height of a man, but now it is mandated to be 2.6 to 2.8 meters long for men, but only a little over 6 feet long for women.  Today’s competitions are allowed a running start and throw into a 29 degree wedge-shaped area.  FTP, what is this competition that involved throwing spears for distance?
A: Javelin

13. In 1997, they got their own record label, thanks in large part to producer Nile Rogers and their parent company.  When players like Americans Kristy Pigeon, Nancy Richey, and Val Ziegenfuss accepted a 1970 offer to join the tour endorsed by this product, they were banned from events run by the USLTA, and locked out of national rankings.  Still, the sponsor came up with purses of at least $10,000 for each of its 24 events in 1971 and the tennis world acquiesced.  FTP, what is this cigarette brand that sponsored the early days of women’s tennis?
A: Virginia Slims
14. In this game, points are won only on a serve, but not before a 5-minute warm-up that serves to get the ball ready for play as much as loosen up the players.  If ever the ball is changed, it must be warmed up again before play can resume.  Games are played to 9 points, and there is no need to win by two.  If a game reaches 8-8, the receiver gets to choose whether to play to 9 or to 10.  FTP, what is this game played on a court about the same dimensions as a racquetball court, but with rackets with longer handles and a smaller, harder ball?
A: Squash
15. Reportedly, it was none other than Neville Chamberlain who began this game on a rainy day in India in 1875.  In England today, it is the second-most watched sport, behind soccer, and in December, England’s high court ruled that the sport’s governing body, the WPBSA, owed over 440,000 pounds after reneging on a 10-year sponsorship deal after just 10 months.  Each red ball is worth one point when potted and the other six colored balls are worth values ascending from 2 to 7 points.  FTP, what is this popular billiards variant?
A: Snooker

16. Among the things it must include are a twisting aerial or salto at least 180º, at least 3 tumbling passes in two of three directions, a superior skill in the last tumbling pass, a jump or leap of at least superior difficulty and a dance series of 3 directly connected skills.  Deductions can occur if the gymnast does not smile, fails to hold rhythm or tugs on their hair or their leotard.  FTP, this is what part of a gymnastics competition that differs from rhythmic gymnastics because it does not allow any other apparatus to augment what the gymnast does?
A: Floor Exercise

17. DeBeer makes the official model of this piece of equipment, which became standard in leagues played in Chicago’s Grant Park in the mid-20th Century.  Because of this piece of equipment, gloves became unnecessary and home runs less prevalent, making social leagues the norm.  FTP, what is this type of softball that is distinguished from competition balls by its softer texture and its size?

A: accept 16-inch or Clincher
18. When playing the team version of this sport, the frontcourt player is known as the “delantero” and the backcourt man is the “zaguero”.  The game is odd, in that it is round-robin, usually with 8 players or teams.  The losing team rotates out after every point, and the first team to 7 points wins.  Players traditionally wear a “faja” – a red sash that sometimes carries a number indicating post position, and use a “cinta” to tie the “cesta” or basket, to their hand.  FTP, what is this fastest ball game in the world whose name is Basque for “merry festival”?
A: Jai Alai
19. The 2004 world championships in this sport will be held in Rochester, Minnesota, an event held only every two years.  It is one of many discontinued Olympic sports, contested only between 1900 and 1920.  Today, teams are allowed only a certain weight in any given division, meaning that strength is as important as mass.  FTP, what is this classic get-together sport, sometimes contested with a pit of mud in the middle to sully the team dragged into it?
A: Tug-of-War

20. In a December 2003 episode of UPN’s “Jake 2.0”, the title character had his life threatened while playing this sport.  A fictional deer named “Comet” who plays this sport was inspired by a Calvin and Hobbes comic strip.  The projectiles usually travel about 180 mph, and a good trick to prevent one’s mask from fogging up is to put a think layer of baby oil on the inside of the plexiglass.  FTP, what is this sport, usually played outdoors, where players tag one another with spheres of water-soluble color?

A: Paintball

21. The game consists of two 23-man teams, with 30 men on the field at any one time.  Each team also designates a “runner”, or a player who runs on the field to make changes or deliver instructions.  If a player catches a ball, he is allowed only three steps, which differs from the 10 allowed under international rules.  If players are given a yellow card, they are sent to the sin-bin to think about it.  FTP, what is this variant of a popular American game when played down under?
A: Australian rules football

22. The competition begins at the timer line, and it’s at least 30 feet to the first target.  There is a clockwise turn around the first target, and then a 90-foot sprint to the second one.  The other two targets help construct an isosceles triangle around which the final two turns must be made in the opposite direction from the first one.  When the rider crosses the timer line from the furthest namesake target, the ride is over, usually after about 14 or 15 seconds.  FTP, this briefly describes what rodeo event?
A: Barrel Racing
23. Larry Bird three times, then Dale Ellis.  A three-peat by Craig Hodges before two straight victories by Mark Price.  Glen Rice, Tim Legler and Steve Kerr each took one turn before Jeff Hornacek captured back-to-back titles.  Ray Allen won only one year before running into the current two-peat by Peja Stojakovic.  FTP, this is the history of winners of what NBA All-Star Weekend event?
A: Three-Point Shootout or Competition
24. There are 459 ways to achieve one, though none of them are desirable.  Names for them include “Double pinochle”, “Bucket”, “Christmas Tree”, “Birthday Candles” and “Picket Fence”.  Typically, they can result from hitting the pocket too high or too low or from hitting the number one directly on the first shot.  FTP, what is this scourge of bowling, of which the 7-10 is by far the worst?
A: Split
25. By many accounts, it is this man who is the best-paid athlete in professional sports, earning in excess of $50 million per year after endorsements.  His racing winnings by themselves total more than $30 million, due in large part to being the only man ever to win six formula one world championships.  FTP, who is German who has won the last four F1 championships for Ferrari and Bennetton?

A: Michael Schumacher

