Warp Factor Nerd, a Science Fiction Odyssey
By Brian Murphy

1. Jon Voight, Lindsay Wagner, James Cagney, and William Devane were originally slated to portray the main characters in this movie, but all pulled out for one reason or another.  Instead, Jenny Agutter, Peter Ustinov, and Richard Jordan took their places.  In the film, the title character infiltrates the resistance with Jessica 6 in tow to discover what happened to all of the escaped Runners.  After eluding Icebox and his “protein from the sea,” the two find an Old Man, apparently the only inhabitant of a ruined Washington, DC.  FTP, name the movie in which Michael York, a Sandman, declares “there is no Sanctuary” in an effort to stop Carousel and the murderous process of Renewal.

A:  Logan’s Run
2. The comic strip is now drawn by Jim Keefe, who took over for creator Alex Raymond.  On the silver screen, the title character travels to the planet Mongo after Earth is beset by unnatural disasters.  When he learns that he has 14 hours to save the Earth, he teams up with Prince Barin and Prince Vultan to stop Ming the Merciless from destroying his home planet and taking Dale Arden as his concubine.  FTP, who is this character, a former New York Jets quarterback?

A:  Flash Gordon
3. It and its sister ships were probably 4150 feet in length and had two 2000 foot launch bays that could hold at least 50 shuttles and 300 Vipers.  It was presumed to be the only surviving capital ship, but the appearance Commander Cain and the Pegasus near Gamoray proves that at least one other military vessel survived the destruction of the fleet at Cimtar.  Although it is a ship of war, its current mission is to protect a rag-tag civilian fleet as they search for a long-lost planet called Earth.  FTP, name the ship commanded by Adama and crewed by the likes of Boomer, Starbuck, and Apollo, the only hope of the survivors of the Cylon’s annihilation of the Twelve Colonies.

A:  Battlestar Galactica
4. He was born in Chicago, Illinois on January 9, 1957, and one of his favorite bands is Three Dog Night.  An accomplished fighter pilot, he was placed under hypnosis in the late 1980s so that he could join the America traitors who planned to steal nuclear launch codes from NATO.  Later, as a reward for thwarting the conspirators, he was allowed to pilot a space craft that was to make a five month tour of the solar system.  FTP, identify the pilot of Ranger III, who became a member of the Earth Defense Directorate in the 25th century and whose parody by Daffy Duck is also notable.

A:  Captain William “Buck” Rogers
5. A member of the Prydonian group, he ostensibly fled his home planet because of boredom and is now acting as a renegade.  BBC Wales is producing a new TV series based on the character, written by Russell Davies, of “Queer as Folk” fame. FTP, what titular Time Lord from Gallifrey, nicknamed Theta Sigma,  traveled the multiverse in the TARDIS with his companions, battling villains like Omega, The Master, and the Daleks?

A:  The Doctor (Begrudgingly accept Dr. Who although it is technically not his name)

6. Born on May 12, 1950, he has written the science fiction novels Frontier Earth and Frontier Earth: Searcher.  In 1998, he was appointed to the National Space Society Board of Governor and in 1995 he married his third wife, Melissa Gilbert.  In one of his title roles, he played a security program with the same name as the BASIC command for “trace on.”  FTP, name this actor who has played such characters as Brad Kuffs, Lee Stetson, Captain/President John J. Sheridan, and Tron.

A:  Bruce Boxleitner
7. Although born into a farming community, this man and his younger brother Tauvo were conscripted against their will into the military.  Eventually rising through the ranks to head a Command Carrier, he became obsessed with avenging the murder of his brother, after the Farscape module accidentally collided with Tauvo’s Prowler.  FTP, name this Sebacean Peacekeeper who stole Talyn and chased John Crichton before becoming an ally of Moya’s crew; he died along with the Leviathan hybrid in a successful attempt to help his friends escape Scorpius.

A:  Captain Bialar Crais
8. One of the smallest cruisers in the Human fleet, it employs a honeycomb matrix of titanium-A armor that gives it a resilience not found in ships of more recent design.  It was modified for a classified raid on an enemy capital ship, but a surprise attack on the primary Human shipyard two days prior to the beginning of that mission prevented it from carrying out its vital assignment.  Instead, its crew enacted the Cole Protocol and the Halcyon-class warship made a blind jump into deep space.  FTP, identify the vessel that escaped Reach, crash landed near Threshold, and was destroyed to stop the Flood from leaving Halo.

A:  The Pillar of Autumn
9. In this show, the UFO crash in Roswell, NM, brought advanced alien technology as well as alien life forms to Earth.  Dr. Isaac Mentnor and Dr. John Ballard used this technology to create the Sphere, a device located in Never Never Land that can hold one pilot.  Although only the President of the United States and key members of both the NSA and Pentagon know about the Sphere and Project Backstep, a Chrononaut routinely travels back in time to undo disastrous events.  FTP, name the TV show in which Frank Parker saves the world by altering the timeline but can travel no further than one week into the past.

A:  Seven Days
10. After joining the military at age 18, he quickly began work on “Black Ops” missions.  In 1982, he was sent on failed mission to capture a Russian agent in East Germany.  He later spent four months in an Iraqi POW camp after his commanding officer, Colonel Frank Cromwell, believing he was dead, abandoned him.  In recent years, he was stranded in Antarctica, copied into an android body, aged 100 years in a matter of weeks, stuck in a time loop, “transformed” into a teenager, stranded off-world for three months, and temporarily turned into both a Jaffa and a Tok’ra.  FTP, identify this Air Force officer, the leader of SG-1.

A:  Colonel Jack O’Neill (with two Ls)

11. A painted heart and a real lock were on his body armor, and he thought that the new lieutenant is too good to “eat with the rest of [the] grunts.”  As the leader of second squad, he is one of two marines who initially have a motion tracker and he was the first person to pan over acid burns in the floor grating.  He also agreed that the remaining marines should “take off, nuke the site from orbit” and kept a shotgun “handy for close encounters.”  FTP, identify the enlisted man who tells Hudson and Vasquez to “stay frosty” and fire in “short, controlled bursts,” the only surviving Colonial Marine from the Sulaco’s doomed mission to LV-426, who escaped from the xenomorphs along with Ellen Ripley.

A:  Corporal Dwayne Hicks
12. Born on August 25, 1909, in Yorkshire, England, this man worked as a car salesman and factory manager before he became an actor.  In 1941, he joined the Royal Air Force and trained in the United States under the Arnold Plan.  He played a Centurion in Caesar and Cleopatra, Mortimer in The Root of All Evil, and Jean Valjean in the 1952 version of Les Miserables.  However, it was his role in a 1951 sci-fi classic that made him popular.  FTP, name the British actor who, as a Christ figure, told the people of the Earth to stop using nuclear weapons as Klaatu in The Day the Earth Stood Still.  

A:  Michael Rennie
13. This episode begins when the marriage of Angela Martine and Robert Tomlinson is interrupted by the destruction of Outpost Four.  Our heroes discover that three other outposts along the Neutral Zone had been destroyed and that the assailant was heading at full speed towards home.  This episode marks the first time that Starfleet encounters a Bird of Prey equipped with both a cloaking device and plasma weapons.  It also establishes that the Constitution-class Enterprise can survive a nuclear explosion at close range, and that Captain Kirk and his enemies could be friends in alternate realities.  FTP, name the episode in which Kirk and the gang first encounter the Romulans, the ninth episode produced for the original Star Trek series.

A:  Balance of Terror
14. After years of peace, the Human colonies of Vesta and Tellus are destroyed by a previously unknown alien race.  With the annihilation of many of the frontline soldiers, a group of cadets is sent into battle as the 58th Squadron, the “Wildcats.”  Lieutenant Colonel TC McQueen leads the group of young Marines into battle against the Chigs, aliens who look like sand fleas.   Member of the Wildcards include CO Shane Vansen, XO Nathan West, and the InVitro Cooper Hawkes.  FTP, what was this FOX TV show that lasted only 24 episodes and began each episode with McQueen’s exposition that his squad “must rise to the call…above and beyond?”

A:  Space: Above and Beyond
15. They are a race of sentient, space-faring non-humanoid bipeds.  The society is class-based, with the nobility maintaining control over the rest of the civilization.  Humans first encountered them in the Vega Sector in 2629.  Jedora Andropolis of the TCS Iason sent an wide-band, non-verbal greeting to one of their ships.  The attempt at communication resulted in the destruction of the Iason.  Five years later, two of their fighters destroyed the Anna Magdelena, a transport ferrying orphans to Dieno.  In response to this and a string of “equally heinous abuses of all known laws of civility,” the Terran Confederation declared war.  FTP, name this race of felines, the main antagonists of the Wing Commander series.

A:  Kilrathi
16. This strange movie begins with the stone god’s declaration that “the gun is good…the penis is evil.”  According to the film, at some point in the future, humanity will be divided into two groups: a group of savages called the Brutals and a group of advanced persons with mental powers called the Eternals.  FTP, identify the film in which Zed, played by Sean Connery, worships the titular stone head, finds a copy of The Wizard of Oz in an old library, and disrupts life in the vortex.

A:  Zardoz
17. The aircraft seen crashing in the opening sequence of this TV program was a Northrup M2-F2. The audio is from a crash that occurred on May 10, 1967, at Edwards Air Force Base.  The writers used NASA PR man Martin Caidin’s 1971 novel Cyborg as source material about the titular character, an astronaut who had walked on the moon, before nearly fatal plane crash causes him to go to work for the Office of Scientific Investigation.  FTP, identify the sci-fi show that starred Lee Majors as Colonel Steve Austin, who, due to technology, was rebuilt to be “better, stronger, faster” as the world’s first bionic man.

A:  The Six Million Dollar Man (do not accept “Bionic Man”)

18. This character is the ultimate poser.  A soldier for the Republic, he has great difficulty trusting others because of his superior’s betrayal.  He lost his wife during the bombardment of his home world and his son ran off to Korriban to join the Sith.  He acts as the conscience of your party and becomes a love interest if you are a female.  He also has the annoying tendency of whining about everything and arguing with you, Mission, Bastilla, and just about every other person you meet.  FTP, name this character who fights against Darth Malak alongside you in “Knights of the Old Repulbic.”

A:  Carth Onasi

19. After complaining about the protagonist’s two word vocabulary, he was told to “give himself a hand.”  He refuses to assume his individual position because he “wants all positions,” has a recording of Princess Achen’s talented porno, err …singing voice, and carries a stave that contains a microphone.  He also seems to have a penchant for cross-dressing and screaming in the face of danger, especially when on board the hotel at Fhloston Paradise.  FTP, identify this radio personality, played by Chris Tucker, who has the best show of his career when he and Korben Dallas fight Mangalores after Plavalaguana’s concert in The Fifth Element.

A:  DJ Ruby Rhod (accept either name)

20. As the largest commercial entity in the United States, it is the world’s leading supplier of computer technology, medical products, and healthcare.  However, its massive profits come from military technology, genetic experimentation, and viral weaponry.  Its employees include One, J.D. Salinas, Spence Parks, Chad Kaplan, Alice, Rain Ocampo, and Dr. William Birkin.  FTP, what corporation was responsible for the development of the T and G viruses, did much of its R & D in the vicinity of Raccoon City, and represents boundless evil in the Resident Evil series?

A:  Umbrella Corporation

21. Its official designation is Altair-IV.  A survey ship, the Bellerophon, landed on it, but the entire crew, save three, was killed by a mysterious entity.  Almost two decades later, the United Planets Cruiser C-57D, captained by Commander John J. Adams, visits this world to investigate the disappearance of the Bellerophon.  They find that Dr. Edward Morbius had inadvertently used Krell technology to kill off his crewmates with “monsters from the id.”  FTP, identify this astronomical body and you’ll also name what 1956 sci-fi classic, an adaptation of Shakespeare’s “The Tempest,” that stars Walter Pidgeon, Anne Francis, Leslie Nielson, and Robby the Robot?

A:  Forbidden Planet
22. On this TV show, Professor Victor Bergman, Dr. Helena Russell, and Commander John Koeing are members of a research facility.  They watch over silos of nuclear waste from the Lunar crater Plato and they use Eagle transports to travel outside of the atmosphere.  After a freak accident, they must battle for simple survival as they and their crew are sent into deep space.  FTP, identify the series in which an explosive chain-reaction of nuclear waste blasts Moonbase Alpha and the rest of Earth’s satellite off the plane of the ecliptic and out off the Solar System on September 13, 1999.

A:  Space: 1999
23. In a Cartoon Network skit, he questions if no leader can “go untainted” after “wise Papa Smurf” is “corrupted by his own power.”  He makes a cameo in an episode of “Harvey Birdman: Attorney at Law” where he plays an associate of the Dabba Don.  However, he is probably best known for his title role in a cartoon from 1980.  In it, he battles strange creatures with the Sunsword, shouting “lords of light” and “demon dogs.”  FTP, name the warrior who lives 2000 years after a runaway planet passed between Earth and the Moon and is accompanied by Princess Ariel and Ookla the Mok.

A:  Thundarr, the Barbarian

24. The first official contact with them came in 2365, but two intrepid explorers and their daughter followed at least one of their ships from 2351-2354.  A few members of this race even appeared on Earth in 2153, but this encounter apparently did not make it into the history books.  FTP, name the cybernetic organisms that often preface assimilation with the following statement: “Lower your shields and surrender your ships.  We will add your biological and technological distinctiveness to our own.  Your culture will adapt to service us.  Resistance is futile.”

A:  The Borg
