Now you’re playing with power…SUPER POWER!

Packet by Matt Marjan and Kyle Shipley

1.  Name’s the same.  The American game with this name was derived from a Japanese game called Doki Doki Panic, and when released in its new form in Japan was subtitled “USA.”  The Japanese game with this name was nearly identical to the first game in the series only with much harder levels and ridiculously altered physics and when released in the United States was subtitled “The Lost Levels.”  FTP this describes what NES sequel, the American version of which featured a dapper dressing Toad, a floating Princess Toadstool, an awkwardly flailing Luigi, and of course our favorite red clad plumber?

A:  Super Mario Brothers 2

2.  Some of the more obscure characters are Roberto Bianchi, the Venetian architect who finds himself become part of the Pillar of Flesh, Michael Edwards, the Canadian firefighter, who while putting out oil rig fires after the Persian Gulf War finds himself in possession of one of the essences of the ancients, and Anthony, a page of Charlemagne who intercepts a spell intended for the Frankish king and is turned into the living dead.  These characters find their fates bound to that of Alexandra Roivas in the battle against Chatt’hurga, Ulayoth, Xel’lototh, and their servant Pious the Liche in FTP what 2002 game for the Nintendo Gamecube featuring the mind-altering Sanity Meter?

A:  Eternal Darkness: Sanity’s Requiem

3.  She was once a fair and just ruler, but external influences caused her to shun everyone but her daughter, Schala, and a mysterious prophet.  Her former prized scientist and summoner, Dalton, was given menial tasks and her son, Janus, was excluded almost entirely from channeling ceremonies at the Mammon Machine.  FTP, name this crazed queen of a namesake kingdom in 12,000 BC, whose desire to bind herself to Lavos turned her into a monster in Chrono Trigger.

A:  Queen Zeal
4.  Two of this game’s bosses, the samurai Sodom and the commando Rolento eventually became characters in Street Fighter Alpha.  One of the game’s heroes shared all of his wrestling techniques with Zangief, also of Street Fighter fame, and was featured in a fighting game himself, 1993’s Saturday Night Slam Masters.  That character’s daughter is kidnapped by Metro City’s Mad Gear Gang, and he teams up with his daughter’s boyfriend Cody, and his training partner Guy to rescue her.  FTP name this classic Capcom beat-em-up starring the first pro-wrestler turned politician, Mike Haggar.

A:  Final Fight

5.  Redheaded midgets, dragons that descend from the ceiling in burning orbs, knife throwers, armies of pink guys whose only attack is to hug you, a guy with a boomerang, a midget wizard, and a fat African-American man with a stick are all featured in the five level domicile of the sinister pencil-necked villain Mr. X.  FTP this describes the “fearsome” foes you face in what NES game, featuring Thomas trying to rescue his girlfriend Sofia, that is named for a martial art?

A:  Kung Fu

6.  During his squad leader’s journey to the Dinosaur Planet, he was mysteriously absent, but returns just in time to rescue his ally’s from the force behind General Scale’s invasion of the planet.  In his N64 appearance, he leads your character to a secret boss in the first level that allows you to take a more difficult, but more rewarding path to Venom and your showdown with Andross.  Recently featured alongside his wingman Fox McCloud in Super Smash Brothers Melee, this is, FTP, what arrogant avian Arwing pilot from the Star Fox series?

A:  Falco Lombardi

7.  In the Aero Dive track of Port Town in F-Zero GX, one of these can be seen in the background.  Part of it was a double button platform that plugged into controller port 2.  The main section had infrared eyes that read the commands you put on the screen with controller 1.  It would then pick up a gyroscope and place it on one of the buttons opening color coded doors in the game.  Only one game was actually compatible with it, a platform hopping game featuring a sleepwalking old man called Gyromite.  FTP this describes what ill-fated NES peripheral that was packed with Nintendo Deluxe Set, your robotic operating buddy.

A:  R.O.B. (accept Robotic Operating Buddy before it’s mentioned)

8.  After falling into a trance upon entering his final Sanctuary location at Fire Spring, he has a vision of his parents naming him as a baby and giving him his trademark piece of clothing.  After this vision he is plunged into a kaleidoscopic dimension of his mind known as Magicant where he must defeat the manifestation of evil that exists within him.  After awakening from his coma, he and his companions Paula, Jeff, and Poo prepare to travel back in time to take of Giygas and save the Earth.  This describes some of the climatic actions of what character, the red-capped hero of the SNES’ Earthbound and telekinetic combatant from the Super Smash Brothers games?

A:  Ness

9.  I-Mockery says that if the game this character is featured in was made into a movie, he should be played by Family Matters’ Reginald VelJohnson.  I-Mockery also gave him a game of his own in which he can perform a “soft tap,” a “weak bump,” and run around in blind terror.  Some of his words of wisdom include “unload on him,”  “dancing like a fly, bite like a mosquito,” and the infamous “don’t give up, join the Nintendo Fun Club today!”  Offering useless tips between rounds, and making his charge run after him while he is on a bicycle, this is FTP, what portly coach of Little Mac from Punch Out!?

A:  Doc Louis

10.  When we first meet him he is a disturbingly child-like 35-year-old.  The second time we meet him he is still disturbingly child-like but presumably much much older.  That second time, he lives on an island in the Great Sea shaped like his head with a handful of companions (or slaves) that dress exactly like him.  After the hero of the game rescues him from a prison on Windfall Island, he supplies the boy with a Game Boy Advance-esque “Tuner” that allows the hero to contact him at any time for help navigating or finding secrets.  So say Kahloo-limpah and FTP name this balloon traveling, map-making, wannabe fairy and companion of Link who wears his red underwear on the outside from the Legend of Zelda games Majora’s Mask and The Wind Waker.

A:  Tingle

11.  It revolves around the evil corporation Ultratech, the demon Eyedol they released onto Earth, and the tournament they created to test the power of the demon and their other creations including the human flame Cinder, the cybernetic soldier Fulgore, and the reanimated skeleton Spinal.  Attempting to capitalize on the Fatalities of Mortal Kombat, it featured deadly finishing moves called No Mercies, the best of which featured Orchid giving her opponent a heart attack after exposing her chest.  FTP, this describes what 1995 Nintendo fighting game built on the prototype engine for the Nintendo 64, the Ultra 64.

A:  Killer Instinct

12.  A deadly toxin was once threatening the future of countless lives on this game’s main planet.  Special objects were discovered, however, that could prevent this poison, known as miasma, from killing off all life, but they needed to be recharged once a year with myrrh, so caravans were sent out to obtain this substance.  The game revolves around one such quest to recharge your town’s crystal.  Criticized for its mandatory GBA-GameCube connectivity for multiplayer, FTP, this describes what forthcoming installment in a legendary Squaresoft series?

A: Final Fantasy: Crystal Chronicles
13.  Your character, known only as “The Master,” was defeated many years ago by an evil demon called Tanzra who proceeded to seal away all humans and turn “The Master’s” land into a haven for monsters.  After being revived by his angel, “The Master” sends his spirit down into a statue and begins purging his land of demons.  After killing the boss demon in each region, his people are brought back to life and begin rebuilding their cities in lands such as Fillmore, Bloodpool, and Northwall, a process which you guide with the help of his angel servant.  The bigger the cities his people build, the stronger he and his warrior avatar get.  A cross between SimCity and classic side-scrolling hack and slash games this is FTP what early release for the Super Nintendo that lets you really be a god?

A:  Actraiser

14.  She’s not Samus Aran, but she graduated with unprecedented scores in her training exercises.  She’s not Gordon Freeman, but she does spend most of her time escorting scientists around futuristic facilities.  She’s not Priscilla Presley, but she does hang around a guy named Elvis.  She’s not Lara Croft, but FTP, identify this gun-toting brunette bombshell, the star of Nintendo 64’s Perfect Dark.

A: Joanna Dark (prompt on Dark)

15.  Currently in development by n-Space of Mary Kate and Ashley video game infamy, it is scheduled for release later this year.  The game takes place in a prison, where the main character was evidently executed, but he must find the reason for his death before he can find peace.  It stars a mysterious specter who can possess his enemies and use their weaponry, skills, and memory to further his ends.    FTP, identify this upcoming Nintendo-produced first-person shooter whose name reflects its protagonist’s state of being.

A: Geist

16.  Lesser known games that feature it include Gumshoe, Chiller, and The Adventures of Bayou Billy.  Unlike its successor, which required a sensor to be placed on top of the television, it received electron bursts from the television’s cathode ray tube to work, which means it doesn’t work on projection or LCD screens.  Originally colored gray, it was later changed to orange for dubious safety reasons.  FTP this what NES peripheral required to play Duck Hunt, the granddaddy of all light guns?

A:  Nintendo Zapper

17.  In the second game of the series, each of the main character’s dinosaur companions was acquired by picking up a card suit.  The diamond was the plesiosaur, the club the pterodactyl, the heart the blue iguanodon, and the spade the red, fire-breathing iguanodon.  The third installment added a yellow triceratops represented by a star.  The game featured a unique, if somewhat frustrating life system that required you to constantly fill up your character’s perpetually depleting energy bar with fruit scattered about the level.  A quest to save the hero’s unnamed girlfriend, this is FTP what Hudson Soft NES game featuring the grass skirt and white-baseball-hat-wearing Master Higgins?

A:  Adventure Island

18.  The game begins with our hero noticing his triumphant flag has been stolen.  He follows a trail to Cotton Island in search of it and finds it in the possession of the giant Bobbins Brothers.  Once successful he returns to his home island of Akrillic only to find the place overrun by fleas.  Thus he is plunged into a mission to rid the land of Polyesta from the Flea Queen, a journey which features him dreaming of the black and white adventures of his Grandpappy on Legacy Island.  All this occurs in, FTP, what SNES platform game whose title red hero uses his detachable limbs as weapons?

A:  Plok

19.  Feud on Faxanadu, Quest for the Potion of Power, The Lost City of Kongoland, I Wish I Was a Wombatman, How’s Bayou, Mega Trouble for Megaland, Misadventures in Robin Hood Woods, Return to Castlevania, Videolympics, and Gameboy are all episode titles of FTP what 1989-1992 cartoon series about the adventures of Kevin Keane, an average boy who after being sucked into his TV becomes the hero of Videoland?

A:  Captain N: The Game Master

20.  You first meet this character when he challenges you to see if you are worthy to accompany him on his quest.  He fights in a manner very similar to his father, even inheriting the ability to turn into a bat.  His skills were mediocre in his first video game appearance, but he would star in a Playstation incarnation of the series, where he succeeds at killing his father and a dark priest named Shaft, as well as pacifying the possessed Richter, despite stilted dialogue and poorly-delivered voice acting.  FTP, identify this son of Dracula, originally appearing in Castlevania III for the NES, but most famous as the hero of Symphony of the Night.

A: Alucard (Dialogue example: “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the world and loses his soul…Matthew 16:26, I believe.”)

21.  In an attempt to increase the incredibly short playing time of the original, this sequel features randomly generated dungeons to navigate as well as two player cooperative play.  The main character of the first game’s company is 10,000 pokos in debt, so he and his assistant are returning to the planet he crashed on years ago to find “doodads” to help pay the debt.  Once there, they hope to receive the aid of the planet’s tiny denizens.  This time around there are a purple and white variety of said creatures that can accompany the swimming, bomb carrying, and fire resistant versions of the titular characters.  Set to be released in June of 2004 this is FTP what Shigeru Miyamoto sequel featuring Captain Olimar and countless numbers of his plant-like helpers?

A:  Pikmin 2  (prompt on Pikmin before “sequel” is mentioned).

22.  The game begins aboard the Vulture with the titular heroes and their mentor Prof. T-Bird transporting the recently rescued Princess Angelica back to her father, the Terran Emperor.  Eventually they are attacked and Angelica and one of their own is kidnapped.  Now it is up to the two remaining team members to travel to the planet Ragnarok, infiltrate the Tower of Shadows and destroy the evil Dark Queen in FTP what NES platform featuring the amphibian warriors, Zitz, Pimple, and Rash?

A:  Battletoadstc \l1 "Battletoads
23.  Satoru Iwata has provided several press releases, but few concrete details have been released concerning this product  There is speculation that Nintendo will be working with Sharp to produce it.  Although in its formative stage, Electronic Arts has already expressed reluctance toward it.  One proposed example of its “usefulness” is that when playing a game of Madden, players will be able to see the entire field on one screen, and a close-up of the player with the ball on the other.  FTP, identify this “mystery product,” likely a response to the Sony PSP handheld.

A: Nintendo DS
24.  Kenya sported the fastest player in Mwai.  Japan had the most powerful in Fuji.  China’s Li sported the best catching.  India’s Swami could take the most damage.  A Game Boy Advance update was released in June of 2001, but the original quest to take a group of rag-tag Americans through a world tournament, only to face shadows of your own team in the final match remains a fan favorite.  FTP, identify this game where you must throw and catch your way to a certain gym sport’s upper echelon.

A: Super Dodge Ball
25.  All locales in this game are derived from Italian.  They include Pinna Park, Ricco Harbor, Corona Mountain, Sirena Beach, Gelato Beach, Noki Bay, and Bianca Hills.  The main island’s name is a reference to the Gamecube’s codename, as Delfino is Italian for Dolphin.  Our hero arrives on the island hoping to have a relaxing vacation with his girlfriend only to see her (big shock here) get kidnapped by a shadow version of himself who is also polluting the island.  Now the hero is being accused of vandalism by the natives of Delfino and decides to clear his name by cleaning up with the help of the water cannon FLUDD in FTP what Gamecube platform game featuring everyone’s favorite Italian video game character?

A:  Super Mario Sunshine  (good Nintendo packets should begin and end with Mario)

