“I’m Ready for My Close-Up, Mr. Shipley…”

By Stan Jastrzebski

NOTE: All answers will be names of directors
1. He tagged along with then-girlfriend Fiona Apple on an episode of Saturday Night Live in 2000.  He shared Best Director honors at Cannes in 2002 with South Korean filmmaker Im Kwon-Taek.  1992’s Cigarettes and Coffee was told through five vignettes in a diner and his first full-length feature had its title changed from Sydney to Hard Eight.  FTP, who fueled an obsession with porn star John Holmes with his film Boogie Nights?

A: Paul Thomas Anderson

2. He did his undergraduate work at Williams before moving on to Yale for graduate studies.  From 1934-36, he was a member of the Communist Party and in 1945, he made his directorial debut with “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”.  His 1949 film “Pinky” received three Oscar nominations and in 1951, he cast Marlon Brando in the biopic “Viva Zapata!”.  FTP, who also cast Brando in a silver screen version of “A Streetcar Named Desire”?

A: Elia Kazan

3. He broke onto the big screen in 1998 with “Wide Awake”, which he filmed partly at the Catholic school he’d attended, as well as Bryn Mayr College.  His 1992 movie “Praying with Anger” was based on a trip he made earlier in life to his home country.  He was the screenwriter for Stuart Little and turned down the chance to direct the third Harry Potter film more than once.  FTP, whose other movies with the same, predictable plot twists include “Unbreakable” and “The Sixth Sense”?

A: M. Night Shyamalan

4. Born the son of a freelance journalist and a piano teacher in Toronto on March 15, 1943, he later founded the Toronto Film Co-op with Iain Ewing and Ivan Reitman.  He was offered the chance to direct both “Top Gun” and “Flashdance”, but chose instead to make flicks like “Videodrome” and 1983’s adaptation of “The Dead Zone”.  FTP, who gained critical acclaim with a 1986 remake of “The Fly” and 1981’s “Scanners”?

A: David Cronenberg

5. His student screenplay “Pilma, Pilma” never made it onto celluloid, despite winning the Samuel Goldwyn Award.  His thesis project at UCLA, 1966’s “You’re a Big Boy Now”, found its way into theatres, but after “Tucker: The Man and his Dream” flopped, his American Zoetrope studio was forced to declare bankruptcy.  Still, FTP, who will be remembered for such successes as “Patton”, “Apocalypse Now” and “The Godfather”?

A: Francis Ford Coppola

6. He began as a fiction writer, publishing Pride of the Bimbos and Union Dues to critical acclaim, but slow sales.  His first film, “Return of the Secaucus Seven” was similar to “The Big Chill”, but was shot for only $40,000 and in just 4 weeks.  He’s also helped Bruce Springsteen make several of his videos, including “Born in the USA”.  FTP, who made a cameo in his 1988 production of “Eight Men Out”?

A: John Sayles

7. He wrote “Roast of the Day” in 1983, and later expanded it into the feature-length 1987 movie “Bad Taste”.  The New York Post called 1992’s “Dead Alive” the “goriest fright film of all time”, and some referred to 1989’s “Meet the Feebles” was likened to “The Muppet Show on crack”.  Still, he rebounded and found success with “Heavenly Creatures” five years later.  FTP, who has whored himself out to make all three Lord of the Rings movies in his native New Zealand?

A: Peter Jackson

8. Married for a time to Watergate reporter Carl Bernstein, she started as a humorist and parodist, including penning the book “Crazy Salad”.  1992’s “This is My Life” was produced in connection with sister Delia, as was the 1999 Meg Ryan / Walter Matthau production of “Hanging Up”.  Still, it’s not for turkeys like “Michael” that she’ll be remembered.  FTP, who also directed cotton-candy-sweet movies like “You’ve Got Mail” and “Sleepless in Seattle”?

A: Nora Ephron
9. Monty Python members cited this man’s work as the inspiration for the Black Knight scene in “Holy Grail”.  He helped write TV scripts during the 1950’s, contributing to Gunsmoke; Have Gun, Will Travel; and The Rifleman, among others.  Charlton Heston threatened him with a sword, but gave up his salary so this man could finish directing him in “Major Dundee”.  FTP, whose directing often included very bloody scenes, such as flicks like “The Wild Bunch” and “Straw Dogs”?

A: Sam Peckinpah

10. One of the mistakes he’s made behind the camera was 1995’s “Moonlight Fell on Henrietta”, but he recovered with films like “Absolute Power”.  Critics liked the dark nature of “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil”, but wondered if he could regain Oscar-winning form after “Blood Work”.  FTP, whose 2003 film “Mystic River” has shown that he might still have the talent that won him a best director statuette for “Unforgiven”?

A: Clint Eastwood

11. At the age of 12, he ran away with designs on joining the circus, which showed in the 1971 film “The Clowns”.  A fan of Stan Lee, he also helped translate Flash Gordon comic strips at one time.  “The Nights of Cabiria” won him his second Best Foreign Language Film Oscar in 1957, and it was a character he created that gave rise to the word “paparazzi”.  FTP, who pictured a tortured film director in Eight and a Half?

A: Federico Fellini

12. He failed a film production course at NYU in 1953, and subsequently went to work as a writer for David Alber.  He later would pen material for Pat Boone, and got hired on to help create material for “Your Show of Shows”.  1978’s “Interiors” paid tribute to Ingmar Bergman and “Stardust Memories” reminded some of Fellini’s “Eight and a Half”.  FTP, who mad mediocre success in the 1990’s with “Small Time Crooks” and “Curse of the Jade Scorpion”?

A: Woody Allen

13. Firelight, Slipstream, Something Evil, Battle Squad, Escape to Nowhere, 1941, Empire of the Sun, Always, The Sugarland Express, The Unfinished Journey, 2005’s The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.  FTP, who also directed Amistad and Hook and Jaws?

A: Steven Spielberg

14. Graduating with degrees in psychology and mathematics from New Mexico, this director appeared on The Ted Mack Amateur Hour as a dancer as a teen.  She guested on the Mary Tyler Moore Show and Happy Days, but it was not until the Whoopi Goldberg vehicle “Jumpin’ Jack Flash” that she got behind the camera.  FTP, who is this director of such movies as “Big” and “A League of Their Own”, who also starred on Laverne and Shirley?

A: Penny Marshall

15. Born November 30, 1937, in Northumberland, England, he was a set designer for the BBC series “Z Cars” in the 60’s and from there went to creating commercials.  He chronicled the Napoleonic wars in “The Duellists”, which won a Grand Jury Prize at Cannes, and worked with stars like Tom Cruise in “Legend” and Michael Douglas in “Black Rain”.  The 90’s brought lots of big-name successes, like “G.I. Jane”, “Enemy of the State” and “Thelma and Louise”.  FTP, who also garnered praise for films like “Hannibal” and “Gladiator”?

A: Ridley Scott

16. He considered Henry Fonda a mentor after the two were cast in the TV series “The Smith Family” in 1971.  He played opposite John Wayne in “The Shootist”.  Roger Corman allowed him to get behind the camera for 1977’s ‘Grand Theft Auto”.  He founded his own production company with Lowell Ganz and Babaloo Mandel, along with longtime friend Brian Grazer.  FTP, whose Imagine Entertainment has since produced films like “Apollo 13” and “A Beautiful Mind”?

A: Ron Howard

17. Dyan Cannon once said of this man, “I don't think he'd be capable of directing his little nephew to the bathroom."  Known for his over-bearing style, he let an accidental fire under Jean Seberg during the filming of “Saint Joan” keep burning until the shot was finished.  Similarly, he insisted that Robert Mitchum actually slap Jean Simmons during “Angel Face.  FTP, who was this man who also directed “The Man With the Golden Arm” and “Carmen Jones”?

A: Otto Preminger

18. He studied ethnology at the Sorbonne and earned money for his short-subject film Operation Beton by working on the Grande-Dixence Dam in France.  In 1968, he helped to found Dziga Vertov Group, a group committed to “making political films politically”.  Subsequently, he produced “British Sounds”, but by 1972’s “All’s Well”, the group had disbanded.  FTP, who is this influential French director known to quiz bowl circles for “Breathless”?

A: Jean-Luc Godard

19. It was Upton Sinclair who financed his “Que Viva Mexico”, and he never completed his “Ivan Grozny” trilogy, making just one of the films.  In order to make a biopic on Alexander Nevsky, he first had to submit an apology for Bhezin Lug, but production on “Nevsky” was shut down after a 1939 non-aggression pact between Stalin and Hitler.  FTP, who is this director who died at just 49 years old, but retains acclaim for his “Battleship Potemkin”?

A: Sergei Eisenstein

20. He instills in title creation a mortal fear of water, then surrounds the town in which he lives with it.  When the title character attempts to sail away, he creates a storm, but cannot stop the titular man, whom he considers a son of sorts, from bumping into the edge of dome in which he lives.  FTP, what is this omnipotent, one-named character from “The Truman Show”, played by Ed Harris?

A: Christof

21. He aspires to take Daisy, a young actress from Ohio, to Hollywood stardom.  However, he believes that it’s not without Hollywood’s top action star, Kit Ramsey, that the film can be made.  So he hires a low-budget crew and, without Ramsey knowing, begins to film his magnum opus, called “Chubby Rain”.  FTP, who is this director, portrayed by Steve Martin in a movie also tarring Eddie Murphy as Ramsey and Heather Graham as Daisy?

A: Bobby Bowfinger

22. A 1999 Jay Bushman picture had him selling his soul to the devil, which seems oddly appropriate in that he played Death in his first screen appearance.  Live Schreiber played him in a 1999 HBO production about his most famous movie, and Vincent D’Onofrio played him in a movie about another director, Ed Wood, in the 1994 film of the same name.  FTP, what director made the public run with fear thanks to his radio production of War of the Worlds?

A: Orson Welles

23. A trademark of this man is a shot of his hand in each one of his films.  Dorothy Parker once said of his wife campaigning for this fame “There's a man who got where he is by the sweat of his Frau."  Before his death in 1976, he had planned to make a film about hippie culture.  FTP, what director was wounded three times in World War one and is known for his stirring “Metropolis”?

A: Fritz Lang

24. He was attending seminary when his school was damaged by flood, prompting him to drop out.  He starred in 1993’s flop “Son of the Pink Panther”, but later went on to be, with Sir Laurence Olivier, one of only two men to direct themselves in an Oscar-winning role.  FTP, perhaps drawing from his father’s time at Bergen-Belsen, what man saw his “La Vita e Bella” win 3 Academy Awards?

A: Roberto Benigni
25. Passing David Smith in “Mr. and Mrs. Smith”. Standing in front of a drugstore in “Saboteur”.  Carrying a cello case in “The Paradine Case”.  Playing cards on a train in “Shadow of a Doubt”.  Staring at Eve in 1950’s “Stage Fright”.  The narrator to the prologue in “The Wrong Man”.  Passing a boatyard in “Vertigo”.  FTP, who also made a cameo as a man missing a bus in his film “North By Northwest”?

A: Alfred Hitchcock
