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Questions by Rob Fernandez

University of South Florida

His musical work includes a dramatic monologue on “In Love”, a song from Fear of Pop Volume 1, a solo album from Ben Folds.  Included with songs from a former colleague on the Rhino compilation Spaced Out! were his covers of  “Mr. Tambourine Man” and “Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds”, originally from his 1968 album The Transformed Man.  He can be heard singing “Gin and Juice”, “Bust a Move”, and “Convoy” in commercials for Priceline.  FTP, name this crooner most famous for playing Star Trek’s Captain James T. Kirk.

ANSWER:  William Shatner
Earlier this month, he auctioned off a day with him at his Florida home, where he’s currently under house arrest for a 2001 nightclub brawl.  His parents brought him and his twin brother Ozzie to Florida from Cuba while he was only a year old.  Rookie of the year in 1986, he became the first player to hit 40 homers and steal 40 bases in a season while playing for Oakland.  Traded to the Rangers, he became a joke when a fly ball bounced off his head and over the wall for a home run.  FTP, name this six time all star player who retired last year 38 homers shy of 500.

ANSWER:  Jose Canseco
His latest album was 2000’s MP4: Days Since a Lost Time Accident, three years after his third album, Resigned.  Working with director Paul Thomas Anderson, he scored the films Hard Eight and Boogie Nights. His sophomore effort Free-for-All didn’t replicate the success of his debut album March, which contained the hits “This and That” and “No Myth”, FTP, name this musician overshadowed by his wife Aimee Mann and his brothers, actors Chris and Sean. 

ANSWER:  Michael Penn

The band that took his name faded fast after their 1976 debut when people realized, contrary to rumor, that they weren’t The Beatles in disguise.  He was shot twice, once after presenting a device so the President could study life on other planets, and again after trying to elude the army with Helen Benson.  Disguised as Mr. Carpenter, he sets up a meeting of the world’s scientists with Professor Barnhart to warn them against spreading nuclear proliferation to outer space. If you remember how to command the giant robot Gort, you’ll remember, FTP, the name of this alien played by Michael Rennie in The Day the Earth Stood Still.

ANSWER:  Klaatu

For a time his name was slang for a telephone because of his starring role in the film The Story of Alexander Graham Bell.  His most memorable radio role was with Francis Langford in The Bickersons.  A decade before his death, he began a comeback by replacing Ray Milland as Mortimer Duke in Trading Places, a role he reprised in Coming to America.   FTP, name the man who won a Best Supporting Actor Oscar for his role as Art Selwyn in Cocoon.  

ANSWER:  Don Ameche
He debuted as “Stuff” Wade on Code Red and also appeared on TV as Coach Johnson in Just the Ten of Us and Cherokee Jack in Return to Lonesome Dove.  On the big screen he appeared as a quickly slain driver in Heat, a murderous secret service agent in Absolute Power, voodoo worshiping Pedro Cerrano in the Major League films, and gardener Raymond Deagan in Far from Heaven.  FTP, name this actor currently playing President David Palmer on 24. 

ANSWER:  Dennis Haysbert
It introduced the word "tanstaafl", which means "there ain't no such thing as a free lunch".  Characters include 13-year old orphan Hazel Meade, captain of the Baker Street Irregulars, Earth financier Stuart LaJoie, the libertarian spouting Professor Bernardo de la Paz, and Wyoming Knott, who joins the line marriage of one-armed computer repairman Manuel Garcia O'Kelly.  They are led by Adam Selene, who is a creation of a sentient computer named Mycroft Holmes.  FTP, name this Robert Heinlein novel about the Lunar Revolution.

ANSWER:  The Moon is a Harsh Mistress

His roles include a psychiatrist treating a hitman in Panic, an insurance salesman turned CIA agent in Real Men, the voice of Clifford, the Big Red Dog ,a gay dollar-store owner in Sling Blade, an alcoholic father on Felicity, a distant father on Scrubs, a clown-fearing architect in It, and novelist with writer's block in Skin Deep. FTP, name this actor, star of Hooperman, Three's a Crowd, 8 Simple Rules for Dating My Daughter, and Three's Company.
ANSWER:  John Ritter
He sent the message "I'm happy, hope you're happy too/I've loved all I've needed to love/Sordid details following" in "Ashes to Ashes", where we find out that he's "a junkie/Strung out in heaven's high/Hitting an all-time low."  An earlier message from him stated that he was "floating in a most peculiar way, and the stars look very different today.  For here am I sitting in a tin can far above the world."  FTP, name this astronaut who loses touch with Ground Control, the protagonist of David Bowie's "Space Oddity".

ANSWER:  Major Tom
“My daddy served in the army where he lost his right eye, But he flew a flag out in our yard 'til the day that he died.”   “Now this nation that I love is fallin' under attack. A mighty sucker-punch came flying in from somewhere in the back.” “Hey, Uncle Sam put your name at the top of his list, And the Statue of Liberty started shaking her fist. And the eagle will fly and it's gonna be hell, When you hear Mother Freedom start ringing her bell. And it'll feel like the whole wide world is raining down on you.”  FTP, these are the appallingly jingoistic lyrics from what country hit by Toby Keith.

ANSWER:  courtesy of the red, white and blue (the angry american)

Director John Boorman turned down the offer of IRA members to donate weapons for the opening scene of this movie, where a torrent of guns spills from the mouth of a giant floating stone head after a speech concluding "The gun is good, the penis is evil…Go forth and kill!"  The guns are for the Exterminators, who enslave, rape, and kill the Brutals.  One of the Exterminators, Zed, sneaks inside the head and is taken to a Vortex run by the Eternal Tabernacle and the immortal Eternals, who debate whether or not to kill him while he serves them potatoes. FTP, name this bizarre 1973 sci-fi cult classic starring a barely dressed Sean Connery. 

ANSWER: Zardoz
Her weight, both before and after the birth of her daughter Bernice, were the subject of tabloid ridicule, but after significant weight loss, she penned some diet books and became a spokesperson for Weight Watchers. She also penned a series of children’s books about Bergie the Little Helicopter, perhaps because her husband, whom she divorced in 1996, was a helicopter pilot in the royal navy.  FTP, name this woman who in 1986 married Prince Andrew to become the Duchess of York.  

ANSWER:  Sarah Margaret Ferguson or (prompt on “Fergie” or “Duchess of York” before it is mentioned.)
Her Punjabi parents want her to go to law school and not “show her bare legs to the world”, but all Jessminder Bharma can think about is the title character.  The mother of her friend Juliette Paxton is similarly disapproving, but she dreams of turning pro in America.   Both girls fall for their Irish coach, played by Jonathan Rhys Meyers.  FTP, name this movie directed by Gurinder Chadha about the clash between east and west and the love of soccer, which only briefly features an appearance by the title football star. 

ANSWER:  Bend It Like Beckham

Five hundred people signed a petition to have him killed.  His ex-wife was cyrogenically frozen with the stipulation that she not be revived until his death.  He used a bowel disruptor to make the President shit in his pants.  An ex-stripper named Charron Yarrow was his assistant until she quit to become a bride of Fred Christ, a messianic leader whom he saved from death at the hands of the police with a live broadcast of his column “I Hate it Here” from the roof of a strip club.  Always wearing his red and green camera glasses, FTP, name this gonzo journalist, star of  Warren Ellis’ comic book Transmetropolitan.

ANSWER:  Spider Jerusalem (accept either name)

When Joey finds out Ross has invited some of his fellow scientists to his bachelor party, he adds a six pack of this to the shopping list.  A Gold version introduced in 1995 was touted as “bold” with a high 5.4% alcohol content, but quickly tanked.  Introduced with commercials emphasizing cold, its name is Slavic for “cold”.  Aimed at a macho demographic, it instead struck a chord with women and men regarded it as effeminate. FTP, name this Coors product, a malt beverage filtered through charcoal to remove its color.  

ANSWER:  Zima

Recently, he broke his pelvis driving his SUV into a house.  He’s also tried to run over his ex, Crystal Waters.  He started his rap label, Straight Alta-Pazz, with some of the $3.8 million he won in a civil lawsuit.  When he pulled off of the highway at Lakeview Terrace, George Holliday taped Theodore Briseno, Laurence Powell, Timothy Wind, and Stacey Koon delivering 56 blows with steel batons.  FTP, name this man who lamented “Can’t we all get along?”

ANSWER:  Rodney King
Alex Torres, Viki Amory, and Aristotle McKenzie replaced Maria Borges, Janice Lazarotto, and Jawarhalal Choudhury.  Staying for the duration were Sarah Nevins, Alan Pinkard, Darlene Merriman, Eric Mardian, Simone Foster, Dennis Blunden, and Arvid Engen.  They were the students in Millard Fillmore High’s Individualized Honors Program on FTP, what 80s sitcom starring Howard Hesseman and Robin Givins. 

ANSWER:  Head of the Class
You can fortify your planets with combat control computers, quasar cannons, transwarp engines, interdictor generators, and shields. When exploring the galaxy, watch out for the Ferrengi and Federation Captain Zyrain. You can stop at the Star Dock for fun and supplies, pick up colonists on Earth, and join up with buddies to form corporations. You haul fuel ore, organics, and equipment from port to port to make credits in FTP, what classic BBS door game?

ANSWER:  Trade Wars 2002

Participants who have forked over the $12,000 entrance fee include Johnny Knoxville, Billy Zane, and Jason Priestly.  Begun in 1999 in Europe, it was moved to America last year. Often derided by car afficinados, participants are often more interested in style than speed and are inspired by road movies of the 70s and 80s.  FTP, name this five day road rally from San Francisco to Miami held last week.
ANSWER:  Gumball 3000

Hitching a ride aboard a jet to Japan, she ended up learning mad ninja skills from the demon Ogun.  She wielded the Soulsword after the death of her best friend Illyana and Illyana’s brother Peter dumped her for an alien hussy.  When fighting the alien Brood, she found her pet dragon Lockheed.  Rendered nearly insubstantial during the Mutant Massacre, she was saved by the efforts of Dr. Doom and Reed Richards.  FTP, name this member of the X-Men and Excalibur formerly known as Ariel and Sprite who could phase through matter.

ANSWER:  Shadowcat or Kitty Pryde

