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Caution: caution.
1. Temples of these people seek to emulate the legendary Mount Meru, while their inhabitants mimic the form of the Assyrian goddess Atargatis. This people’s monarch Jayavarman I adopted a modified version of Hinduism called devaraja, while he used his daughters to seduce Salko, the hero of a medieval Russian epic. This empire housed the Irish nymph Li Ban, whose family died in a flash flood, and was expanded by Suryavarman I. (*) Rhinemaidens helped to lay the foundations of this empire’s Angkor Wat temple, despite feeling like they were walking on knives. FTP, name this medieval Cambodian empire, commemorated by court historian Hans Christian Andersen.

Answer: Khmermaids
A circa-2002 bad NAQT question conceit


2. The plot of this short story revolves around a journey into Monterey to procure salt and medicine, and its central action is precipitated by one character’s skills at swiftly and accurately producing a knife out of hiding. While attempting to maintain composure, its protagonist loses his father’s hat, coat, and rifle out of panic and forgetfulness. Near this story’s conclusion, the central character suffers from an infected hand wound in a dusty environment after a posse shoots his horse out from under him. (*) Pepe Torres fails to escape and suffers from exposure in the desert after committing a barroom murder in, FTP, what story by John Steinbeck?

ANSWER: “Flight”

A question about a specific American short story whose answer is the title of that short story
3. This composer received a Saturn Award nomination for a score that featured pieces such as “Ride of the Firemares” and “Quest for the Glaive” written for the fantasy adventure film, Krull. Following his tragic death in a plane crash in the Los Padres National Forest, it was publicized that he had composed the score for a remake of the classic western, The Magnificent Seven. Together with Cynthia Weil and Barry Mann, he received an Oscar for writing a song with the lyric, “It helps to think we're sleeping underneath the same big sky.” A decade after winning for “Somewhere Out There,”(*) he won this award again for writing the music for a song performed by Celine Dion, “My Heart Will Go On.” FTP, identify this composer of the scores for the films Star Trek II, Titanic, A Beautiful Mind, and Avatar. 

ANSWER: James Roy Horner
A question on classical/fine art music by an American composer
4. The first recorded tweet by this user was simply an unadorned “no” posted in September of 2008, followed nine months later by the presumed question “how do I get cowboy paint off a dog”. One tweet by them posits a $3,600 monthly candle budget and a clueless plea for financial advice. Personalizations by this user include the unexplained name of “wint” and a photo of a smirking, smiling face with a cigarette. This user’s most liked comment reads that graves without “rest in peace” on them will have owners drafted into the “skeleton war”, and another remarks that, despite working at the Betsy Ross museum, (*) he is not allowed to have sex with the flag. Perhaps even better known is the all-caps statement “IF THE ZOO BANS ME FOR HOLLERING AT THE ANIMALS I WILL FACE GOD AND WALK BACKWARDS INTO HELL”. FTP, name this novelty twitter account, about which your author cannot provide a further giveaway. 

ANSWER: @dril
A question directly related to Twitter

5. One review of this book is titled “Who Paid the Bills at Mansfield Park?”, and one reaction to this book was that its author was a “dandy and a Manhattan bon viveur” who was “coasting on the predicament of his Palestinian compatriots”. This book’s analyses focus on the novel as the “aesthetic object whose connection to the expanding societies of Britain and France is particularly interesting to study”, and one of its central points is how one of this book’s title concepts underwrites Victorian society in period literature. (*) FTP, name this work about the conceptual relationship between Western societies and overseas territories, the second major work of Edward Said.

ANSWER: Culture and Imperialism 
A question on the second-most famous creative work by someone who is only famous for one thing
6. This band produced only three albums together, two of them eponymous, with the final one titled The Road Goes on Forever. In addition to their musical output, they voice-acted a collection of Louis L’Amour stories. An eponymous song by this group starts its final verse with the claim “I’ll fly a starship/ ‘cross the universe divide” before the speaker claims he might be reborn as “a single drop of rain”. Concert footage of this band rarely features original compositions, (*) merely rearrangements of original songs by each member, such as “Still is Still Movin’ to Me”, “Get Rhythm”, and “Me and Bobby Mcgee”.  FTP, name this outlaw country supergroup composed of Waylon Jennings, Willie Nelson, Kris Kristofferson, and Johnny Cash.

ANSWER: The Highwaymen
A question on country, gospel, or bluegrass music

7. One argument spawned by this book was over the “Rechtsfrage”, the legal position of Julius Caesar before the civil wars. The first volume of this work is separated into parts which cover Magistratur, Bürgerschaft und Senat; it sees imperium and the auspices as overlapping categories of power originally exercised by the Roman kings. The concept of “dyarchy” recurs throughout the second volume as a core component of government during and after the Roman Republic; the Empire is classified as not even a limited monarchy. Presented in three volumes, published from 1871-1888, F20P, name this ur-text for modern scholarship on the Roman Constitution, by Theodor Mommsen.
ANSWER: Römisches Staatsrecht (or Roman Constitutional Law or Roman State Law) 

A question from any academic category whose answer is something without a Wikipedia page and which contains no clues that can be learned from Wikipedia
8. One person with this first name titles a Megadeth song, occurring as a magician who waits for the singer in a rocking chair in an attic. Another song with this name in the title was written for the band’s bassist, Patricia Morrison, and addresses her as “My Reflection”. The main character of one video game seduces a woman with this name in order to secure a copy of da Vinci’s “Annunciation”; he had previously rescued a woman named Caterina from her clutches. Holliday Granger played a historical figure with this first name (*) on a Showtime series, with Francois Arnaud playing her brother and Ronan Vibert her first husband Giovanni Sforza. FTP, provide the name applying to these works, as well as an Italian noblewoman on The Borgias.

ANSWER: Lucretia/Lucrezia
An “in popular culture” question (a question where the answer is something academic but all the clues are trash)

9. In this novel two sisters participate in the “tree-throwing ritual”, where they are pelted with a Christmas three. One flashback has Hildy O’Dair introduce a factory worker named Katie to her future husband; later, Katie shoots a man attempting to rape her teenage daughter. This work’s protagonist writes “sordid” school compositions after her father’s death; she is later presented at her graduation with two roses he left money behind for. (*) Katie’s later marriage to Sergeant McShane solves the problem of whether the protagonist or her sister Neeley could continue in school. FTP, name this American bildungsroman where Francie Nolan comes of age in Williamsburg, New York. 
ANSWER: A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
A question on something from a non-science academic category that you think every room at Tricon has a chance at answering but you are pretty sure Jordan Brownstein doesn't know
10. One-off revivals of this canceled program have been hosted by Nessa Diab for the 2016 election season and by Ariana Grande in 2014. Its original host quit the show in 2003, being replaced by a rotating cast including Susie Castillo, Damien Fahey, and Hilarie Burton. An early viral campaign unseated this show’s regular lineup for a day, replacing the top slot with a video by Tom Green. (*) Destiny’s Child broke up during an appearance on this program, on which a visibly inebriated Mariah Carey made an appearance to distribute ice cream to the audience in 2001. FTP, identify this staple of teen culture in the early 2000s, a music countdown program hosted by Carson Daly.

ANSWER: Total Request Live

A question on something stereotypical of the 2000s as a decade

11. Before 2000, the Marriage Act 1961 covered all marriages in this country, despite not defining the term. In 2004 this nation amended the Superannuation Industry Supervision Act to include gay couples, the same year as a new Marriage Act expressly prohibiting same-sex marriage. Civil “de facto unions” were allowed to couples starting in 1975 in this country. An act struck down by six judges of this nation’s High Court in December 2013 had allowed same-sex marriage for several months. (*) Measures to legalize same-sex marriage here failed in both houses in 2012 and in this nation’s Senate in November 2016. Six provinces have access to “domestic partnership registries”, FTP, in what nation, which is deciding on same-sex marriage via either plebiscite or parliament in August 2017?
ANSWER: Australia
A good question on a hard current events topic

12. In a classic case of projection, this document presupposes that the enemy will “leave behind only scorched earth” and will not presume to feed the population. Most of its provisions were left to Gauleiters, and it followed less-official but similar plans which had been intended for Warsaw and Leningrad. Largely unable to be implemented due to shortages of time, manpower, and explosive materials, early targets of a similar policy had included French railway stations and the Eiffel Tower (*). An inspiration for the film The Monuments Men, this policy was privately countermanded by Albert Speer. FTP, name this March 1945 order by Adolf Hitler commanding the destruction of all objects of value or usefulness in Germany.

ANSWER: The Nero Decree (or the Demolitions on Reich Territory Decree or Befehl betreffend Zerstörungsmaßnahmen im Reichsgebiet)

A history question focusing heavily on wacky/surreal aspects of life under some sort of totalitarian regime

13. This belief is at the heart of the 1890s sci-fi novel The Goddess of Atvatabar. John Cleves Symmes, Jr. developed a theory of this sort in the early 1800s based on observations of the rings of Saturn, and his ideas bear some similarity to an eventually-discarded “multi-sphere” theory of Edmund Halley to explain anomalous magnetic field readings. Under the pseudonym “Raymond Bernard”, Walter Siegmeister published a 1964 book advancing this theory, using it as the explanation for UFO sightings. (*) Literary explorations of this idea include Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Pellucidar series and The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket by Poe. FTP, name this pseudoscientific belief best exposited in a Jules Verne novel about some very deep caves under Iceland.

ANSWER: Hollow Earth theory (accept answers that suggest there is a lot of space under the planet’s surface)

A question relating directly to stupid beliefs that were faddish in the 1970s

Two Answers Required
14. One of these scientists was purged from his country’s science academy for communism in 1950 and lost his job at his nation’s Atomic Energy Commission. One of them, during WWI, set up the world’s first mobile radiology labs, and together they constructed a synchro-cyclotron at Orsay. One of them earned a PhD through studies on polonium radiation; they would later be poisoned by a broken polonium capsule. (*) At one occasion one of them presented as their lecture “Chemical Evidence of the Transmutation of Elements”; together they had created isotopes of phosphorous by bombarding aluminum with alpha particles. FTP, name these two scientists, who jointly won the 1935 Nobel in Chemistry.
ANSWER: Irene and Frederic Joliot-Curie
A science history question
15. In this work, the clandestine Setauket Ring was founded by disgruntled Carter Administration officials. In this work, Dr. Matsumori runs a cloning lab and constantly wears a biohazard suit; he dies in a failed murder-suicide after copying another geneticist. One antagonist in this work is an Israeli commando named Alter Tse’elon who works against Agent 355 (*) and attempts to use the protagonist as a bargaining chip; that protagonist is accompanied by a monkey named Ampersand and searches at the series’ start for Dr. Allison Mann. FTP, name this comic series by Brian K. Vaughan and Pia Guerra about the aftermath of a chromosomally-related plague.

ANSWER: Y: The Last Man
A question on comic books or graphical novels with literary merit
16. A short animated Iranian film about schoolyard problems is titled for this number of teardrops. This number of “Second Stories” titles a collection of short tales by Inagaki Taruho, and Bugs Bunny’s third movie features this number in its title. It applies to a number of “Ghosts” in a macabre 1848 work by Alexandre Dumas. A number one less than this number applies to “White Women” in a book by Jim Fergus, (*) “Splendid Suns” in a book by Khaled Hosseini, and “Cranes” in a novel by Kawabata. FTP, name this number traditionally ascribed to Scheherazade as the number of stories told during namesake “Arabian Nights”. 

ANSWER: 1001
A question whose answer is a number greater than 100

17. George Carlin’s closest approach to this topic involves a fantasy about murdering someone with a table knife, which could take a couple minutes, “especially if he’s hefty”. One answer involving a “bag of smoked almonds” was a successful answer to this topic on an SNL parody gameshow called “Stand-Up and Win”, which was hosted by the comic perhaps most associated with this topic; he once sarcastically described his legume consumption while talking about it. (*) Despite the supposed ubiquity of this topic, there’s a drastic shortage of Youtube clips broaching this subject. FTP, name this stereotypically hacky standup subject, as in a Seinfeld episode where a thought bubble in George’s head goes “what’s the deal with airplane peanuts?”
ANSWER: airline food (accept equivalents, such as “airplane” for “airline”, synonyms for food, descriptions of poor quality, etc. On the first clue, accept simply “air travel”)
A question about standup comedy
18. A hardcore band known as the Wrangler Brutes have a song entitled “Forty-Five Dollars” on their album of this name. This word names the US naval task force deployed during the First Persian Gulf War, and the traditional English song “Men of Harlech” is sung before the climactic battle sequence in a film with this word in the title. (*)This word is an alternate military title for the time at the Prime Meridian, or Greenwich Mean Time, and Afrika Bambaataa formed a hip-hop awareness group called the Universal this Nation. FTP, name this Bantu-speaking South African ethnic group.

ANSWER: Zulu
A question involving the sum of $45 in some way

Description Acceptable
19. One character in this television episode receives a cranial scar while complaining about a tardily delivered burrito. One shot in this episode mimics a shot from Citizen Kane, in which a vulture in a private aviary replicates the appearance of its owner. This episode features the appearance of the beverage brand Hip Pop, and one tour in this episode culminates in a dusty basement where two characters negotiate across a rickety ping-pong table. This episode features a repeated song which starts with the line (*) “Come gather ‘round children/ it’s high time ye learned”, once followed by a flawless rendition of ‘Classical Gas’ by an eight-year-old girl. FTP, name this episode where conflict over a dental plan results in a strike at the Springfield nuclear plant.
ANSWER: “Last Exit to Springfield” (accept answers which mention a strike during an episode of the Simpsons, because if you were like me and just watched the broadcasts of the show, they never showed you the episode titles, and so it’s not really fair to expect people to memorize them)

A question on a specific TV episode
20. One early incident in this novel involves a Native American lady giving a little girl a totemic ring which she would lose as a teenager. Its protagonist refers to a leather jacket as the “armor” of a character named Big Al; one of the novel’s final scenes describes a visit to Big Al in a mental institution, where Al hisses “Don’t bring me back.” After being sexually assaulted during a police raid on a drag show, its central character starts a transient lifestyle before developing a career as a typesetter for print media. Bookended by a letter to an old girlfriend named Theresa, (*) its central character, Jess, learns to pass after discovering how to inject testosterone into her thigh. FTP, name this novel by Leslie Feinberg about growing up queer and trans in pre-Stonewall Buffalo, New York. 

ANSWER: Stone Butch Blues
A question about fonts or typesetting

21. This final score was the result of both the 2008 and 2009 MLB All-Star Games, the first of which was decided on a sacrifice fly by Michael Young in the 15th inning. Enos Slaughter’s “Mad Dash” made this the final score in Game 7 of the 1946 World Series, a victory for the Cardinals over the Red Sox, as well as the deciding Game 4 of the 2012 Series, where the Giants swept the Tigers. In the 1975 Series Joe Morgan singled in Ken Griffey in the 9th to beat Boston and win Game Seven by this score. (*) In 2007 and 2008 the deciding Game 4s both had this final score. FTP, name this score, which also doubles as the series count for every seven-game series ever played.

ANSWER: 4-3
A question on a thing from baseball that isn’t the name of a player or team
22. Magdy El-Galad, editor of the newspaper Al-Watan, ordered the deletion of a new story that detailed the wealth of this figure in 2014.  As a student in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, he authored a now controversial paper in which alleged that the titular institution “may bear little resemblance to a Western democracy.” Years after writing “Democracy in the Middle East,” he succeeded Mohamed Tantawi to his post in his home country. His political rise was facilitated by the Kamel Gemilak, “Complete Your Kindness,” (*) campaign after the Rabaa massacre of Muslim Brotherhood supporters and downfall of Mohamed Morsi. FTP, identify this former defense minister, the current president of Egypt.

ANSWER: Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
A good question on international relations or "thought about world politics" on an answer that hasn't come up 100 times

23. One of these objects known as the “Cherub with Chariot” was ostensibly listed for sale in a 1934 Armand Hammer's sales catalog. A transparent one features a ship flanked at its bow and stern by eagles made of lapis lazuli, and is known as the “Standart Yacht.” It was fashioned by workmaster Henrik Wigström, who created most of these objects together with Michael Perchin. (*) Several of them are now owned by Russian oligarch Viktor Vekselberg, including the very first called the “Jeweled Hen” that was made for Tsar Alexander III. FTP, identify these fifty-some collectible items produced for European royalty by a St. Petersburg company run by a namesake jeweler between 1885 and 1917.

ANSWER: Fabergé Eggs
A question related to "collectibles" in some way

Description Acceptable

24. Part of the background to this contest involved the release of pointed songs allegedly mocking Saul Zaentz. The main legal issue at stake in this contest was under what circumstances courts could award attorney’s fees to the “prevailing party”; this stemmed from a debate over good and bad faith in a case against a defendant then working under Warner Bros. Records. Claims of copyright infringement resulted in an artist having to perform (*) “The Old Man Down the Road” and “Run Through the Jungle” while on the witness’ stand. FTP, name this incident where the lead singer of Creedence Clearwater Revival became involved in a Supreme Court case based on alleged self-plagiarization.

ANSWER: Fogerty vs. Fantasy Inc. (or answers which describe how he was accused of ripping off his own song)

A question involving copyright law

25. One poetic passage on this subject features women covering a sacred statue with sprays of urine by night; another poem on the same subject by the same author is narrated by an impoverished character named Naevolus, whose names roughly means “warty”. K. J. Dover wrote a groundbreaking work on this subject in one culture, with its main texts being Attic pottery and the speech Against Timarchus; one word for men involved in this practice was cinaedi. It is the primary subject of Juvenal’s second and ninth satires, and in the Quartilla episode of the Satyricon, bald priests are depicted (*) as unpleasant practitioners of this activity. In general, this subject was responsible for the deification of Antinous. FTP, name this social practice in Greco-Roman culture, practiced by Harmodius, Aristogeiton, and possibly Sappho.
ANSWER: Homosexuality (accept any answer that involves same-sex attraction, affection, love, cohabitation, sex, or social practice; accept roughly similar answers such as “queerness” or “gay” identity)
A question written from memory
26. The Kuruma type of this product is a specialty product from the island of Kumejima, and is a namesake part of the Tamil dish eral kuzhambu. These are the key ingredient in the Indonesian cracker called krupuk udang, and Taura syndrome is a disease affecting wide-scale farming of these food items. Different commercial varieties of this food item include the “King”, “Banana”, “Giant Tiger”, and “Fleshy”. Contained mostly in genus penaeus and order dendrobranchiata, (*) FTP, name these crustaceans often served in cocktails and curries, and which are similar to but not exactly shrimp.
ANSWER: prawns (prompt on shrimp throughout)

A question on something that rhymes with “Tron” where power is awarded for answering in the form of Matt Morrison (this question author does not understand that instruction)
27. A Panegyric to Maximian describes these people as “two-headed monsters” who were ravaging near Lyon in the 280s, and groups of people described by this term were dispersed by Maximian in modern-day Belgium in 286 AD. Groups by this name recur as allies of the Alemanni in the mid-4th century and opponents of Flavius Aetius a century later. They most likely drew their numbers from the coloni who were resentful of the caput-iugum system instituted by the Tetrarchy. F15P, identify this name for a recurring phenomenon of mass peasant resistance against taxation and forced labor in Roman Spain and Gaul.

ANSWER: The Bagaudae
A question involving vigilante justice

Caution: list tossup

Moderator: I’d prefer you to read all of the tossup, including the instruction parts, out loud.
28. The following are lists of related things. If you can accurately describe what links the following things, you will receive ten points.
List Item 1: One morning/ I woke up/ and I knew you were gone

List Item 2: I’ll light the fire/ you’ll place the flowers in the vase

List Item 3: There is a town in north Ontario/ with dream comfort, memory to spare

List Item 4: Winding paths through tables and glass/ first fall was new

List Item 5: Well I came upon a child of god/ (*) he was walking along the road
List Item 6: Got out of town/ on a boat/ goin’ to southern islands

List Item 7: You/ who are on the road/ must have a code/ that you can live by

List Item 8: Tin soldiers and Nixon’s coming/ we’re finally on our own
FTP

END TOSSUP

ANSWER: first lines of Crosby, Stills, and Nash (occasionally Young) tracks (in order: Carry On, Our House, Helpless, Country Girl, Woodstock, Southern Cross, Teach Your Children, Ohio)
A list tossup of at least 6 lines
29. According to tripadvisor.com, one of the ten best things to do in this city is to visit the world’s tallest filing cabinet; another is to visit a scientific/aquatic center named for Pat Leahy. Saturday Night Live once satirized a Pumpkin festival held in this city, which became the first US city entirely run on renewable energy in 2015. The home of Champlain College, (*) it saw the founding of the band Phish as well as the ice cream company Ben and Jerry’s. For 10 Points, name this town where Bernie Sanders served as mayor from 1981 to 1989, the main location of the University of Vermont. 

ANSWER: Burlington (the Burlington Coat Factory originated in Burlington, New Jersey)

A question on a specific city or town in the U.S. that is not a state capital and has a population of less than 50,000

30. This scene starts on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, where the lone speaker says that he had just “spent an inspiring morning on the mall” and was heading for the Holocaust Museum. Another character the speaker watches has a silent conversation with, and then enters the vehicle of, Rep. Mike Geiger (R-Neb.) for uncertain purposes. After starting a soliloquy on a high-minded note, (*) the speaker states that another character is “probably still getting up at five in the morning to pursue her pathetic little dreams”. FTP, name this scene from a 1999 comedy film, where a character played by Matthew Broderick exclaims “Who the fuck does she think she is?” before throwing a milkshake at the back of a limousine.

ANSWER: The reunion or ending scene from Election (accept answers that describe it happening at or near the end of the film, or where Jim sees Tracy again)

A question about a specific scene from a movie or TV show
