2006 Muck Masters

Questions by Jefferson State Green
Toss-Up Questions

1.
He used his journalism training from Cal State-Long Beach to write for Surfing magazine in the early 1980's before repeated viewings of Raiders of the Lost Ark got him interested in scriptwriting.  After writing the less-than-memorable made-for-TV films The B.R.A.T. Patrol and Meet the Munceys, he had more success as a producer on the sitcom Rags To Riches.  While the show Harsh Realms bombed for Fox and his production company, 1013 Productions, he did find an audience on that network with Millennium.  FTP, name this writer and producer best known for being the creator of The X-Files.

ANS:
Chris Carter
2.
The E-Z Riders, the Oranges, and the Banners were among the teams that went defunct after this league's first season.  2006 saw one of this league's current teams, the Newport Beach Breakers, lose their second championship match in a row.  The Boston Lobsters are one of only two teams from the inaugural season still in existence in some form.    Elton John wrote a song for the coach of one of the teams, the Philadelphia Freedoms.  Co-founded and currently led by commissioner Billie Jean King, FTP, name this tennis league.

ANS:
World Team Tennis
3.
The song's title subject was a Ms. Ludwig who had been the artist's high school sweetheart.  The song says that since the girl left his life, he's "left all alone / all by myself to wander and roam" and that "since she left [him] [he's] never been the same."  With a chorus demanding to know "where can you be? Where can you be?," FTP, identify this song on the flip-side of the "La Bamba" single by Ritchie Valens.

ANS:
"Donna"

4.
He entered Hollywood as a stuntman, relying on his previous experience as a mechanic and race car driver.  Along with Theodore Reed, he made his debut directing Douglas Fairbanks in the 1919 silent film When the Clouds Roll by.  He later directed Gary Cooper in the 1929 adaptation of Owen Wister's novel The Virginian.  In spite of the demise of his career and his death in the 1940's, he left behind a strong body of work including the 1934 version of Treasure Island and two 1939 releases that he was brought in to finish.  FTP, name this director credited with helming the classics The Wizard of Oz and Gone With The Wind.

ANS:
Victor Fleming

5.
His résumé includes:  April 9, 2005 against the Los Angeles Clippers with 22.2 seconds remaining in double overtime; Game 1 of the 1995 Western Conference Finals against the Spurs with 6.5 seconds left; game five of the 2005 NBA Finals against the Pistons with 5.8 seconds left in overtime, and most famously, game four of the 2002 Western Conference Finals as time expired to avoid going down 3-1 to the Kings.  FTP, these are all game-winning shots made by what NBA player whose track record of hitting clutch baskets has given him the nickname "Big Shot Bob."

ANS:
Robert Horry's game-winning or clutch shots (prompt on game-winning, clutch shots, or other word forms)

6.
This show's title character first appeared on TV in 1960 as part of The Chevy Mystery Show episode entitled "Enough Rope" where he was portrayed by Bert Freed.  The first regular episode of the series was about mystery author Ken Franklin, played by Jack Cassidy.  That episode, "Murder By The Book," followed the non-standard practice of showing the criminal in action and then letting the apparently slow-witted detective finally catch the deviant in his weakest moment. Originally part of the NBC Mystery Wheel with McMillan and Wife and McCloud, FTP, identify this show featuring a famous television detective... "and just one more thing..." that detective was played by Peter Falk.

ANS:
Columbo (accept Lieutenant Columbo)

7.
We find out that coping with grief is helped by comfort foods like pimiento cheese and caramel cake.  Other sections of the book include Luther Griggs running his 18-wheeler into a ditch and beauty shop owner Tot Whooten worrying that the end of the will come before she can collect her social security.  It is the death of elderly resident Elner Shimfissle that prompts the author to make this return trip to the people of Elmwood Spings, Missouri, a town visited in the earlier works Welcome to the World, Baby Girl! and Standing in the Rainbow.  FTP, name this 2006 book by Fannie Flagg.

ANS:
"Can't Wait to Get to Heaven"

8.
In one scene of this film, the protagonist crashes an embassy ball dressed as Tina Turner, while in another scene she screams "I'm a little black woman in a big silver box" as she is being towed down the street in a phone booth.  That protagonist, Manhattan computer programmer Terry Dolittle, finds out at the beginning of the film that the Russians are holding a British agent hostage and she sets out to try and help him.  The directorial debut of Penny Marshall, FTP, name this 1986 Whoopi Goldberg film that shares its name with a Rolling Stones song.

ANS:
Jumpin' Jack Flash
9.
The first time it aired in its regular time slot, a key plot event was that a man across the street had a hard time seeing the jewelry-store robbery that took place.  The show focused on the exploits of the National Justice Project, an organization that David Swain heads up for political reasons.  Currently sitting in limbo as to whether or not it will return to the airwaves and most notably including Kyle MacLachlan in its cast, FTP, name this 2006 ABC midseason replacement that opened every episode with what the jury believed and followed the attempts of the NJP to prove the innocence of those found guilty.
ANS:
In Justice
10.
On this 1976 album, Dwight Twilley lends his vocals to the track "Strangered in the Night," while all tracks except the opening track, the Mike Campbell-penned "Rockin' Around (With You)," were written by the same man.  The album initially didn't catch on, but time has been kind to songs like "American Girl" and "Breakdown."  FTP, name this debut album named after the rock legend and his backing band that was later responsible for albums like Southern Accents and Full Moon Fever and songs like "Mary Jane's Last Dance" and "Free Fallin'."

ANS:
Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers (do not prompt on Tom Petty)

11.
Since its founding in 1990, this company headquartered in El Segundo, California and owned by Rupert Murdoch's News Corporation has grown to serve over 15 million customers.  One of this company's more intriguing options is the Titanium package that, for the bargain price of $7,500 per year, nets the customer all of their programming including pay-per-view and sports packages.  More modest are their Total Choice packages that include music channels provided by XM Satellite Radio and the ability to add-on packages such as NFL Sunday Ticket.  FTP, identify this satellite TV provider who leads the market over its nearest competitor, Dish Network.

ANS:
DirecTV

12.
William Holden turned down the lead of this film but did accept a starring role in its first sequel.  One gruesome scene from the film is when a nanny hangs herself at a birthday party.  Another was a decapitation scene which designer John Richardson worked on, a fact mainly notable because Richardson was involved in a car accident months after the film's release in which his assistant was killed in a similar fashion.  That was just one of the examples of its cursed production that had an effect on producer Harvey Bernhard, screenwriter David Seltzer, director Richard Donner, and star Gregory Peck among others.  FTP, identify this 1976 horror classic about an ambassador who learns his son is the Antichrist that was remade in 2006 with Liev Schreiber and Julia Stiles.

ANS:
The Omen
13.
In December 1995, he completed his degree in Human Science and currently runs a food processing and distribution company in Chicago called N'Genuity.  He became the first NFL player to have two rushes for 90 or more yards thanks in part to running over Seattle linebacker Brian Bosworth as part of a 91-yard run during a Monday Night Football game.  He only played for four seasons thanks to a hip injury that he sustained in a 1991 playoff game against the Cincinnati Bengals, but that didn't entirely end his athletic career.  FTP, name this man who played football for the Los Angeles Raiders as well as playing for MLB's Angels, White Sox, and Royals.

ANS:
Vincent Edward “Bo” Jackson
14.
He wanted to force downtown businessmen to wear clown suits between 9 AM and 5 PM as part of his 1979 campaign to become mayor of San Francisco, a campaign which won him 3% of the vote.  He later found himself charged with distributing material harmful to minors thanks to a poster of H.R. Giger's Penis Landscape that was included with his band's 1985 album, Frankenchrist.  Leading the band responsible for songs like "California Über Allies" and "Holiday in Cambodia" before falling out with them, FTP, name this former lead singer of the Dead Kennedys whose stage name is a combination of a country that tried to secede form Nigeria in 1966 and a brand of gelatin.

ANS:
Jello Biafra or Eric Reed Boucher
15.
He made his film debut as Lee in 1999's Los Enchiladas!, a movie about a group of slackers working at a Mexican restaurant.  His final on-screen performance came just six years later with a small part in the 2005 sequel Lords of Dogtown.  His only other major role is as a road manager for the Eagles in Cameron Crowe's Almost Famous.  He discussed that experience, including the awkwardness of having to talk to Peter Frampton in spite of not knowing his body of work, in his stand-up act.  FTP, name this comedian known for his odd delivery and non sequiturs that tragically died of a drug overdose on March 29, 2005.

ANS:
Mitch Hedberg
16.
In one episode, he has to escape Tuberia while another one has him attempting to rescue Molly from the Bloogs of Fribbulus Xax before they make a meal out of her.  His arch-rival, Mortimer McMire, turned out to be the Grand Intellect that was controlling the Vorticons in the original trilogy.  His spaceship is made from old soup cans and other household objects and is called the Beans-with-Bacon Mega Rocket.  Returning to star in his own Game Boy Color game in 2001, FTP, name this alter-ego of Billy Blaze, an eight year-old genius who starred in a series of early 1990's PC platform games distributed by Apogee and created by id software.
ANS:
Commander Keen (accept Billy and/or Blaze before mentioned)
17.
His best season statistically was likely his .342 batting average and 124 RBI's in 1949, a feat which helped him earn NL MVP honors that season.  The first person to letter in four sports at UCLA, he had much success as a member of the Montreal Royals before moving on to the big leagues where he helped lead his team to five NL pennants only to fall to the New York Yankees in each World Series trip.  Making up a dangerous infield combination with good friend Pee Wee Reese and hired by Branch Rickey to play for the Brooklyn Dodgers, FTP, name this baseball legend who, on April 15, 1947, broke the modern day baseball color barrier.

ANS:
Jackie Robinson
18.
He filmed a television special in 1977 that didn't air until 1979, and when it did, it alienated audiences with its mockery of 1970's talk shows and conversations with Howdy Doody.  He wept uncontrollably amidst audience laughter during an apology for disrupting a skit on the ABC show Fridays.  On the series premiere of the show that would eventually vote him off, he lip-synched to the Mighty Mouse theme, but only to the "Here I come to save the day" line.  FTP, name this offbeat comedian whose most famous recurring television performance was as Latka Gravas on Taxi.

ANS:
Andy Kaufman
19.
He worked as a janitor and at a comic book store while attending Eastern Washington University.  After graduation and being rejected for work by more than 700 companies, he finally got a gig penciling "Scorpio Rose," a story for the Steve Englehart/Marshall Rogers creation Coyote.  He worked his way up the industry until he found big-time success as the sole force behind 1990's Spider-Man series, the first issues of which sold over 2.5 million copies.  After discussions with several of Marvel's top artists, he decided to leave the company and form his own, Image Comics.  Also an avid sports nut who owns a number of balls hit out of the park by Sammy Sosa and Mark McGwire during the home run chase of 1998, FTP, name this comic book writer and artist most well-known for his creation of Spawn.

ANS:
Todd McFarland
20.
In 1995, they released Mystic Stylez, the first album under their current name and an early example of "horrorcore" rap.   During their history, they have criticized Bone Thugs-N-Harmony and have seen the departures of members Lil' White and Project Pat.  The group finally found their way to the top three of the Billboard charts with their album Most Known Unknown , which included songs like "Side 2 Side," "Stay Fly," and a song that appeared in a 2005 film.  FTP, name this Academy Award-winning rap group responsible for the song "It's Hard Out Here For A Pimp" from the film Hustle & Flow.

ANS:
Three 6 Mafia
21.
The brainchild of Dan Evins, this chain opened its first location in 1969.  The exclusive place to buy "Hymns For The Journey," a recent release by Amy Grant, they had been under fire for forcing employees to "demonstrate normal heterosexual values," a policy that was dropped in 2002.  Founded in Lebanon, Tennessee, FTP, identify this chain of "Old Country Stores" where you'll find a peg game on every table, rocking chairs on the porch, and Southern comfort foods on every plate.

ANS:
Cracker Barrel
22.
It was the brainchild of Twister creator Reynolds Guyer.  The first product under this brand name was released by Parker Brothers in 1970.  More recent items under this brand include the Weather Blitz, the recently released N-Strike Longshot CS-6, and the Dart Tag system.  One of its recalled products features a flip-open top that allowed players to write down plays and was endorsed by Michael Vick.  FTP, name this brand originally focusing on balls made of non-expanding recreational foam.

ANS:
Nerf
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1.
Name these Alfred Hitchcock films FTPE.

A.  This 1959 thriller starring Cary Grant and featuring a famous scene involving a crop duster is about a man who is mistaken for a non-existent government agent and is pursued across America by agents who want to kill him.

ANS:
North by Northwest
B.  This 1954 film was based on the stage play of the same title by English playwright Frederick Knott.  The film was shot with a 3-D release in mind, explaining the many low-angle first-person shots in the film.

ANS:
Dial M for Murder
C.  In this 1941 flick, a New York man finds out that due to a technicality all marriages between 1936 and 1939 did not legally happen, thus making his marriage invalid.  Hitch hilarity ensues.

ANS:
Mr. and Mrs. Smith
2.
Name these rock acts from the 1990's FTPE.

A.  Trent Reznor is the only consistent member of this band whose early albums include Pretty Hate Machine and The Downward Spiral.

ANS:
Nine Inch Nails
B.  This group led by Gibby Haynes first achieved mainstream success with their 1996 album Electriclarryland.

ANS:
Butthole Surfers

C.  This group's 1995 self-titled debut scored them hits with nonsensical songs including one that is superficially about "moving into the country" to eat a lot of fruit and another about a girl who "sat alone in a boggy marsh / totally motionless except for her heart."

ANS:
Presidents of the United States of America or PUSA

3.
FTPE, answer these questions about the 1976 World Series.

A.  This team, led by catcher Johnny Bench, swept the Yankees 4-0 in the series.

ANS:
Cincinnati and/or Reds
B.  In his first season in a non-player role for New York, this short-fused former Yankee managed the team to the World Series that year.

ANS:
Billy Martin
C.  In spite of having more strikeouts than any other pitcher in the series with 5, this Yankee gave up three earned runs en route to a game 2 loss.

ANS:
Jim "Catfish" Hunter


4.
She was played by Kristy Swanson in a 1992 film but by Sarah Michelle Gellar on the popular TV show.  FTPE, answer the following.

A.  Name this Joss Whedon character.

ANS:
Buffy The Vampire Slayer or Buffy and/or Summers
B.  One of the more memorable episodes of Buffy The Vampire Slayer was this season 6 episode in which a mysterious force causes the characters to break into song.

ANS:
"Once More, With Feeling"
C.  This character was played by Stephen Tobolowsky in the unaired pilot and by Ken Lerner when the show was actually aired.  It wasn't a big loss for Tobolowsky, as the character was eaten alive by students in the sixth episode.

ANS:
Principal Robert and/or Bob and/or Flutie
5.
Name these punk rock acts FTPE.

A.  After getting the boot from EMI after releasing their single "Anarchy in the U.K.," Glen Matlock was replaced with Sid Vicious and the band put out another notable track, “God Save The Queen."

ANS:
the Sex Pistols
B.  This band formed in New York and made their first splash on the charts with their self-titled 1976 record that opened with the memorable song “Blitzkrieg Bop.”

ANS:
the Ramones
C.  The appropriately-named debut album Los Angeles was produced by former Doors keyboard player Ray Manzarek and was performed by this L.A.-based punk act.

ANS:
X
6.
Name the following about NES games that were "super" from clues FTPE.

A.  Super C was the sequel to this hit Konami action game.  Whereas the sequel had a code to get your player ten lives, this original let you use the Konami code to get 30 and actually have a chance in hell of beating the game.

ANS:
Contra

B.  This four-player adaptation of a three-player arcade game featured driver Ivan "Ironman" Stewart and allowed you to pick up nitros as well as other upgrades in between races.

ANS:
Ivan "Ironman" Stewart's Super Off Road
C.  One of the games designed to show off the Power Glove was this title in which you control a robo-repair glove while attempting to escape a maze by breaking the tiles on the wall.

ANS:
Super Glove Ball
7.
Identify the following about films Quentin Tarintino has and will be involved in FTPE.

A.  A British game developer is making this early Tarintino film into a video game.  The game will let you recreate numerous scenes from the film, including Mr. Blonde cutting off a policeman's ear.

ANS:
Reservoir Dogs

B.  Tarantino was a force in having this 1993 kung fu movie about a doctor who becomes a Robin Hood-type hero imported from Hong Kong and into American theaters in 2001.

ANS:
Iron Monkey
C. Tarantino will be serving as an executive producer for the film adaptation of this 1989 Elmore Leonard novel about a couple in the Witness Protection Program.

ANS:
Killshot
8.
FTPE, answer the following about the cars of Knight Rider.

A.  William Daniels provided the voice of this computer built into Michael Knight's Pontiac Trans-Am.

ANS:
Knight Industries Two Thousand or K.I.T.T.
B.  This evil prototype vehicle with an appropriate nickname debuted in the episode "Trust Doesn't Rust."

ANS:
Knight Automated Roving Robot or K.A.R.R.
C.  The short-lived late 1990's syndicated show Team Knight Rider upped the ante with five different cars each with a unique name.  Name any one of the five vehicle computers that were used on the show.

ANS:
Dante, Domino (accept Dom), Attack Beast, Kat, or Plato

9.
One of the most memorable NBA All-Star games in history was the 1992 edition where the West dismantled the East 153 - 113.  Answer the following about that game FTPE.

A.  The MVP of the game was this Laker great who came back to play one more game after announcing his retirement the previous November.

ANS:
Earvin "Magic" Johnson
B.  The second-leading scorer for the West All-Stars was this then-Trail Blazer who would eventually win a championship in Houston.

ANS:
Clyde Drexler
C.  Magic Johnson was not actually supposed to start the game, but this guard allowed him to take his place.  This player known for a crossover dribble named after his alma mater UTEP still managed to score 14 points and 7 assists.

ANS:
Tim Hardaway
10.
Abortions, pornography, and contraceptives will all be banned in this community, the brainchild of a fast food founder.  FTPE, answer the following.

A.  Name this planned Catholic community in southern Florida that is currently under development.

ANS:
Ave Maria, Florida

B.  Ave Maria's development can be attributed to Tom Monaghan, the founder of this pizza chain that ended their "30 minutes or less" guarantee due to numerous accidents involving its drivers.

ANS:
Domino's Pizza
C.  The first Domino's Pizza opened in Ypsilanti, a town in this state.  It also happens to be the same state home to Garden City, the place where Little Caesars got its start.

ANS:
Michigan
11.
Answer the following about comic book legend Stan Lee FTPE.

A.  The August 1962 issue of Amazing Fantasy saw the debut of this character that Lee created with artist Steve Ditko.

ANS:
Spider-Man (prompt on Peter Parker)

B.  Stan Lee's most recent project is this reality show currently airing on the Sci-Fi channel.

ANS:
Who Wants To Be A Superhero?
C.  Lee did his first work for DC comics in the early part of the current decade with this series in which he provides his take on several of DC's famous superheroes.

ANS:
Just Imagine
12.
Answer the following about the very first Super Bowl FTPE.

A.  The MVP of the game was this legendary Green Bay quarterback.

ANS:
Bart Starr
B.  The Packers defeated this team 35-10 in the game.

ANS:
Kansas City and/or Chiefs
C.  It was this Green Bay receiver who caught 138 of Starr's 258 yards of passing.

ANS:
Max McGee
13.
Given a rank and a description, name the film from Entertainment Weekly's May 2003 list of The Top 50 Cult Movies FTPE.

A.  Number two on the list was this 1975 classic where Barry Bostwick's Brad and Susan Sarandon's Janet find themselves at a party being thrown by Tim Curry's Dr. Frank N. Furter.

ANS:
The Rocky Horror Picture Show
B.  If you ever want to make a highly memorable cult film, then you might follow the lead of this 1972 film and fifth-ranked entry in which Divine consume dog feces.

ANS:
Pink Flamingos  

C.  One of the late Nipsey Russell's few on-screen roles was in this 1978 Sidney Lumet film and twenty-eighth entry on the list.  It was based on a musical that in turn was a renvisioning of a beloved film classic.

ANS:
The Wiz

14.
The Smoking Gun did an investigation revealing that parts of this author's book were fabricated.  FTPE, answer the following.

A.  Name that author of A Million Little Pieces whose work initially drew praise but later ire from Oprah Winfrey.

ANS:
James Frey (pronounced Fry)

B. The title character of this sequel to A Million Little Pieces is a large Vegas mobster that James Frey purportedly met in rehab.

ANS:
My Friend Leonard

C.  Mentioned in both A Million Little Pieces and My Friend Leonard, this woman who Frey became attached to hangs herself... at least that what Frey claims happened.

ANS:
Lilly

15.
Identify the following about nominees of the 2006 MTV Music Video Awards FTPE.

A.  A nominee for Video of the Year, this artist's "Hung Up" from her album Confessions on a Dance Floor features a bunch of people dancing on a DDR machine.

ANS:
Madonna
B.  Jamie Bell and Evan Rachel Wood star in the video for this Green Day song that is nominated for Best Rock Video.

ANS:
"Wake Me Up When September Ends"
C.  Tony Kaye received a Best Direction in a Video Nomination for his work on this Video of the Year nominee that takes viewers through a trip through the evolution of rock and roll.

ANS:
"Dani California"

16.
This show was about Gil Favor and his assistant Rowdy Yates and their continuous cattle drive.  FTPE, answer the following.

A.  Name this television western that might be more famous today for its memorable theme song.

ANS:
Rawhide
B.  On Rawhide, Yates turned out to be a breakout role for this film actor.  Toward the end of the series' run, he found himself as the star in Sergio Leone spaghetti westerns like A Fistful of Dollars.

ANS:
Clint Eastwood
C.  Scout Pete Nolan was played by this man who is probably more famous for a novelty song that was a hit.

ANS:
Sheb Wooley

17.
Answer the following about a sitcom that has finally and thankfully met its demise FTPE.

A.  Name this show about Skyler Dayton, a party girl who decides to slow down her life by working in a book store.

ANS:
Stacked
B.  This stacked actress and Baywatch alum starred as Skyler in Stacked.

ANS:
Pamela Anderson
C.  One of the regular customers, retired rocket scientist Harold March, was played by this veteran actor.

ANS:
Christopher Lloyd
18.
Identify these people and things involved with the history of Apple computer FTPE.

A.  This computer, the first commercially successful one to feature a GUI (pronounced "gooey"), was introduced to the world in a famous 1984 ad that was directed by Ridley Scott and aired during the Super Bowl.

ANS:
Apple Macintosh

B.  The predecessor to the Macintosh was this expensive machine supposedly named after Apple co-founder Steve Jobs's daughter.

ANS:
Apple Lisa
C.  In 1983, Steve Jobs convinced John Sculley, then president of this company, to become Apple's CEO, a move that would eventually lead to Jobs being let go from his own company.

ANS:
PepsiCo (accept Pepsi)

19.
Identify the following about Chicago sports teams and their home venues FTPE.

A.  The United Center is home to the NBA's Bulls and this other professional sports team.

ANS:
Blackhawks
B.  This MLS franchise whose nickname references a historic event in the city's history plays their games at the brand-new Toyota Park.

ANS:
Fire
C.  The AFL's Rush, the AHL's Wolves, and Depaul's basketball team play at this Rosemont facility sponsored by an insurance company.

ANS:
Allstate Arena
20.
This character first appeared in a 1984 horror film.  FTPE, answer the following.

A.  Name this character portrayed by Robert Englund who battled Jason Voorhees of Friday the 13th fame in a 2003 film.

ANS:
Freddy and/or Kruger
B.  This fourth entry in the Nightmare on Elm Street series was directed by Renny Harlin and marked the second time Kristin Parker was a character, although Patricia Arquette did not reprise the role.

ANS:
A Nightmare on Elm Street 4:  The Dream Master
C.  In A Nightmare on Elm Street 4:  The Dream Master, this dog belonging to Roland Kincaid pees on Freddy's grave, causing him to become reanimated.

ANS:
Jason
21.
FTPE, name these Johnny Cash songs given lyrics.

A.  "Gather round me people there’s a story I would tell. About a brave young Indian you should remember well."

ANS:
"The Ballad of Ira Hayes"
B.  "When I was just a baby, my mama told me, 'Son, / always be a good boy; don't ever play with guns.' / but I shot a man in Reno, just to watch him die."

ANS:
"Folsom Prison Blues"
C.  "I remember when I was a lad, / times were hard and things were bad. / But there's a silver lining behind every cloud."

ANS:
"Daddy Sang Bass"
22.
Given a comic strip, name its creator FTPE.

A.  Calvin and Hobbes
ANS:
Bill Watterson
B.  Ziggy
ANS:
Tom Wilson
C.  Andy Capp
ANS:
Reginald Smythe
