2006 Muck Masters

Questions by Arlo Lyle
Toss-Up Questions

1.
Although this 1982 arcade game had a science-fiction theme, it was inspired by the 1970's Life cereal commercials featuring Mikey.  The most common enemy you face is the Ground Roving Unit Network Terminator, also known as the GRUNT.  The origins of this game came when creator Eugene Jarvis injured his right hand.  This made it impossible for him to use buttons, so he instead added a second joystick, giving the player the ability fire in eight directions.  FTP, name this classic Midway arcade game, the spiritual precursor to Smash T.V.
ANS:
Robotron:  2084
2.
During this film, one of its characters exclaims about being “on the run from Johnny Law… ain’t no trip to Cleveland.”  Based on a 1994 short film by the same director and starring the same two actors who would reprise the lead roles from the short, the film opens with one character breaking another out of a mental institution.  The reason for this breakout is a 75-year plan that involves using everything from explosives to pole-vaulting to pull off a series of elaborate heists.  FTP, name this movie which starred all three Wilson brothers, the first full length movie directed by Wes Anderson.

ANS:
Bottle Rocket
3.
​​This show originally aired on CBS in 1957 and spawned a radio show after its debut in 1958.  The radio version aired for 2 years and starred John Dehner in the lead role.  The TV show, which lasted 6 seasons, helped launch the careers of such writers as Gene Roddenberry and Bruce Geller.  Plans are in the works for a modernized film version starring Eminem as the lead character, originally a West Point graduate turned bounty hunter.  FTP, name this TV show that starred Richard Boone as the black-clad gun for hire, Paladin.

ANS:
Have Gun, Will Travel
4.
Spinal Tap presented this group the Brit Award for International Breakthrough Act in 1998.  The many deaths among family and friends played a large part in the creation of the band’s second album, Electro-Shock Blues.  While the band has seen continued success in the UK and has had their latest album Blinking Lights and Other Revelations become their first to chart in the top 100 in the US, they have yet to repeat the sales of their debut Beautiful Freak.  FTP, name this band led by Mark Oliver Everett, also known as E, whose songs include "Susan's House" and "Novocaine For The Soul."

ANS:
The Eels

5.
It was formed in 1999 in part by Jake Steinfeld of Body By Jake fame and play began in 2001 with 6 east coast teams.  In 2006, four west coast teams were added and 2 more will be added in 2008.  The season starts in May and ends in August with a 60 game regular season.  Some changes from the traditional rules include a two point line and a 60 second shot clock.   FTP, name this sports league featuring the Philadelphia Barrage, Long Island Lizards, and the reigning champion Baltimore Bayhawks, a professional organization for one of North America’s oldest sports.

ANS:
Major League Lacrosse 

6.
Clips from an episode of this show are used on the album So… How’s Your Girl by Handsome Boy Modeling School, who also got their name from the same episode.  With a writing staff that included Charlie Kaufman and Bob Odenkirk, the parents of its protagonist always appeared in pajamas and were played the star's real-life parents.  Focusing on a 30-year-old paperboy who still lives with his parents, FTP, name this TV show which aired on FOX for two seasons and starred Chris Elliot.

ANS:
Get A Life
7.
In spite of having the highest single-season scoring average for his school with 26.9 points per game, this New York native left college still relatively unknown.  He initially opted to join the ABA where he finished second to Artis Gilmore for that league's Rookie-Of-The-Year award in his debut season.  After time spent with the New York Nets and Virginia Squires and the ABA-NBA merger, he was traded to the only NBA team he would play for where he was the NBA MVP in 1981 and helped lead his team to a championship in 1983.  FTP, identify this long-time Philadelphia 76er forward who's precision on the court led to his medical nickname.

ANS:
Julius Erving (prompt on Dr. J)

8.
Among the topics of this song include Grey Goose making the "girl feeling loose" and a threat to the paparazzi to "get up out my face / before I turn around and spray your ass with mace."  The first single from the upcoming album The Dutchess, it jumped from #84 to #5 on the Billboard Hot 100, the second highest jump in the chart's history.  The unedited version contains the repeated chant of "oh, shit!" while the radio edit replaces that with "oh, snap!"  "How come every time you come around," FTP, "my" what "want to go down" according to this current number one solo hit by the Black Eyed Peas's Fergie.

ANS:
"London Bridge"

9.
Legendary Hungarian cinematographer Laszlo Kovacs serves as an alias for the main character of this film.  Remade in 1983 by Jim McBride with Richard Gere in a starring role, the plots centers on a man who is wanted for the murder of a policeman.  Ultimately he is turned in by his girlfriend Patricia in, FTP, what 1960 movie starring Jean Seburg and Jean-Paul Belmondo, known for its use of jump cuts and hand-held cameras, and for being Jean-Luc Godard’s first full length movie?

ANS:
Breathless or À bout de soufflé
10.
Launched in 1952, early contributors to this magazine included Wally Wood, Will Elder, and Jack Davis.  Founded by William Gaines and Harvey Kurtzman, more famous cartoonists to contribute to it include Mort Drucker, Don Martin, and Al Jaffee.  Notable features include The Lighter Side Of, Snappy Answers To Stupid Questions, Fold-Ins, and Spy Vs. Spy.  FTP, name this satirical pop culture magazine famous for the character of Alfred E. Neuman and for inspiring a late Saturday night Fox sketch comedy show.

ANS:
Mad Magazine
11.
Of the two main stars of this show that originally aired on NBC in 1964, one currently stars in NCIS while the other is on the British show Hustle.  One has done a series of commercials for personal injury law firms throughout the country while the other played Judas in The Greatest Story Ever Told.  The show centers on two members of a fictional organization, Illya Kuryakin and Napoleon Solo.  FTP, name this TV show which lasted 4 seasons and starred David McCallum and Robert Vaughn as spies fighting against the criminal organization THRUSH.

ANS:
The Man From U.N.C.L.E.
12.
David Byrne was to produce the 1982 album Mesopotamia for this group, but the sessions were aborted and the recorded material was released as an EP.  Their fourth album, Bouncing off the Satellites, was likely a misfire because of the band dealing with the loss of one of their members to AIDS, guitarist Ricky Wilson.  After that loss the group reformed and recorded Cosmic Thing, an album that featured two number three hits.  With group members including Cindy Wilson, Kate Pierson, and Fred Schneider, FTP, identify this group that was formed in Athens, Georgia and gave music lovers the classic songs "Rock Lobster," "Roam," and "Love Shack."

ANS:
The B-52's
13.
At the age of 12, he made 65 cents a round as a caddy at the Glen Garden Country Club.  Known for his intense practice regimen, a missed 30-inch put in 1956 and an outstanding finish by Jack Fleck in 1955 both caused him to fail in winning his fifth U.S. Open.  His other off-the-course accomplishments include writing a five part series for Sports Illustrated in 1957 in which he claimed that a great swing involved only a few essential elements.  FTP, name this golf legend who overcame a near fatal 1949 car accident to finish his career with 63 career victories including 9 majors.

ANS:
Ben Hogan
14.
He plays Baron Von Westphalen in Donnie Darko director Richard Kelly's upcoming Southland Tales.  Making his big screen debut in Woody Allen's Manhattan, in an episode of Sex in the City, he played the blind date of Enid Mead.  This is significant because Enid was played by Candice Bergen, the widow of director Louis Malle, a filmmaker who directed him in such movies as Vanya on 42nd Street and My Dinner With Andre.  FTP, name this actor who starred alongside another Andre as Vizzini, a character who warns that you should "never go in against a Sicilian when death is on the line" in The Princess Bride.

ANS:
Wallace Shawn

15.
China's Marco Polo Bridge, a girder on the George Washington bridge, the torch of the Statue of Liberty, the Arc de Triomphe, the peak of Mt. Everest, and the surface of the moon have all been places it has been spotted.  The New York Times credited a welding inspector at the Quincy, Massachusetts Bethlehem Steel shipyard for creating it.  First gaining popularity during World War II among US servicemen, you'll also find it on the title of a 1983 Styx album featuring the song "Mr. Roboto."  FTP, name this phrase which often accompanied an illustration of a man peeking over a wall or fence, usually with a large nose.

ANS:
Kilroy Was Here

16.
She once was unable to fully do her job because of a policy at the Park Barrington Hotel.  She has a crush on David Bowie that was put on public display when she reverts to acting like a stereotype upon seeing him.  She chooses a complete stranger to have sex with as part of a special report, but that complete stranger mistook her for a Mexican and turned out to be Glenn Quagmire.  Reporting for Quahog's Channel 5, FTP, name this Asian Reporter on Family Guy.
ANS:
Asian Reporter Tricia and/or Takanawa
17.
In 1999, he released an autobiography entitled What’s Welsh For Zen?  His solo albums include Vintage Violence, Fear, Paris 1919, and his only charting album, 1981's Honi Soit.  His experimentation as a solo artist can be seen in his work for the band he is most famous for being a part of.   Responsible for the piano part on "I'm Wating for the Man," the narration on "The Gift," and the viola part on "Heroin," FTP, name this man who, along with Angus MacLise, Sterling Morrison, and Lou Reed, formed the initial lineup of The Velvet Underground.
ANS:
John Cale
18.
In 2005, his son appeared on American Idol, finishing ninth.  Born in Mobile, Alabama in 1954, he moved to California as a child and was a teammate of Eddie Murray at Locke High School in Los Angeles.  In the 1987 National League Championship Series, he hit a game winning homerun after which announcer Jack Buck told his radio audience to “go crazy folks, go crazy.”  FTP, name this long-time shortstop and Cardinal nicknamed "The Wizard of Oz."
ANS:
Ozzie Smith
19.
This game has a hidden thirteenth level that requires making it to the end of the game without continuing.  This is no small feat given the difficulty of the game, including the incredibly difficult turbo tunnel level.  Developed by Rare and released by Tradewest in 1991, the game's plot involved rescuing Pimple from the Dark Queen with the assistance of Professor T. Bird.  First released on the NES, FTP, name this intense game where you play as Zitz and Rash, two mutant amphibians.

ANS:
Battletoads

20.
One of the changes made by this film's director was the job and ethnicity of the protagonist who was originally a white district attorney.  Based on a novel by Whit Masterson, its plot focuses on Mike Vargas, a Mexican narcotics agent who is trying to solve a murder despite interference by corrupt American policeman Hank Quinlan.  Featuring Janet Leigh and Marlene Dietrich in supporting roles, FTP, name this 1958 movie that is famous for its opening 3 minute continuous tracking shot, starred Charlton Heston as Vargas, and was written by, directed by, and starred Orson Welles.

ANS:
Touch of Evil
21.
At the recently held premier U.S. event for this game, Jim Kramer defeated Geoff Thevenot in the finals to become the 2006 champion.  The game did not acquire its current name until manufacturing rights were bought in 1948 by James Brunot, who also made subtle rule changes to the original version created by Alfred Butts in 1938.  Spin-offs it has inspired include Yahoo! Games' Literati and Hasbro's three-dimensional version called Upwords.  Featured in the book Word Freak and the documentary Word Wars, FTP name this popular board game in which players place tiles on a grid to spell words and hopefully earn a triple word score.

ANS:
Scrabble

22.
His turn-ons are the ocean, elephant polo, and talking animals on TV while his turn-offs are salmonella, traffic, and mean people.  He also enjoys cheese crackers, acid jazz, and otter scrubbing.  In 1992, he released his first novel, Practical Demonkeeping.  His most recent novel, his ninth, centers on Charlie Asher, the owner of a second-hand store in San Francisco, who discovers that he is a Death Merchant, whose job is to retrieve the souls of the dying to protect them from the Forces of Darkness.  FTP, name this author of 2006’s A Dirty Job.

ANS:
Christopher Moore
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1.
Peter Lorre turned up in a lot of good movies.  Given a role, name the film he appeared in FTPE.  If you need the lead actor and actress of the film, you'll get five.

10:  Joel Cairo

5:  Mary Astor and Humphrey Bogart
ANS:
The Maltese Falcon
10:  Ugarte

5:  Ingrid Berman and, again, Humphrey Bogart

ANS:
Casablanca
10:  Hans Beckert

5:  Okay, so he was the lead in this one.  But it might help to know it was directed by Fritz Lang.

ANS:
M
2.
Given a description of an often-forgotten 1990's TV show, name the show FTPE.

A.  Jonathan Silverman stars as a struggling author with Ernest Borgnine as his doorman.

ANS:
The Single Guy
B.  Quickly bombing out after only a few episodes, NBC bought the rights to this British animated series featuring the frazzled title character, a divorced dad with two children and a constantly drunk au pair.

ANS:
Stressed Eric
C.  Beau Bridges starred as a conservative Florida judge in this show based on an Elmore Leonard novel.

ANS:
Maximum Bob
3.
Given information about a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame who played in the pre-Super Bowl era, name him FTPE.

A.  He played for the Bears for his entire career from 1948 to 1955 as an offensive tackle and linebacker.

ANS:
George Connor
B.  Playing for the Cleveland Browns from 1957 to 1965, he accumulated over 12,000 yards rushing.

ANS:
Jim Brown
C.  Playing quarterback for the Washington Redskins from 1937 to 1952, he still holds the record for most seasons leading the league in passing with six.

ANS:
Sammy Baugh
4.
With 2004's The System of the World, he completed his Baroque Cycle.  FTPE, answer the following.

A.  Name this author.

ANS:
Neal Stephenson
B.  This 1992 Neal Stephenson work follows the exploits of Hiro Protagonist.

ANS:
Snow Crash
C.  In 1999, this essay he wrote on operating systems was published online.

ANS:
"In The Beginning… Was The Command Line"

5.
Given a list of unreleased singles off a popular grunge album, name the album FTPE.  If you need some of its more popular songs, you'll get five.

10:  "Territorial Pissings," "Polly," "Drain You"

5: "In Bloom" and "Smells Like Teen Spirit"

ANS:
Nevermind
10:  "Black," "Porch," "Garden," "Why Go"

5: "Alive" and "Jeremy"  

ANS:
Ten
C.  "Shame In You," 'Head Creeps," "So Close"

5: "Grind" and "Heaven Beside You"

ANS:
Alice In Chains (self-titled)
6.
Given a short description of movies from this year that Arlo wants to see but haven’t come to Athens, name the movie FTPE.

A.  Sharing it's name with a Ben Folds Five song, a teenager must enter the world of a high school drug ring in order to investigate the disappearance of his girlfriend in this modern day example of film noir.

ANS:
Brick
B.  A 14 year-old girl meets a 32 year old man on the Internet.  Believing he is a pedophile she agrees to meet him in order to expose him.

ANS:
Hard Candy
C.  Starring Gael García Bernal and William Hurt, the plot is about a 21 year old who, after being discharged from the Navy, travels to Corpus Christi, Texas to find his father who he has never met and who is now a Baptist preacher with a new family.

ANS:
The King
7.
Answer these questions about sodas that failed or will hopefully fail FTPE.

A.  Name the recently released soda from Coca-Cola that gives you both the taste of Coke and day-old coffee that's been sitting around in your refrigerator.

ANS:
Coca-Cola Blak
B.  Released in 2002 and discontinued in 2004, this Pepsi product test marketed well with teens but flopped in spite of an ad campaign featuring Sev and Papa Roach.

ANS:
Pepsi Blue
C.  This Coca-Cola soda from the mid-1990's never got out of test marketing.  This fruit-flavored soda was notable for its marketing campaign which included a 1-800 number where callers could leave comments to be used in future ads.

ANS:
Ok Soda


8.
Kidz Bop 10 is here!  Identify the following modern hits covered by the hit machine that is the Kidz Bop Kidz FTPE.

A.  It's not a cover of an ABBA song, but rather, the song of this name that appears on the album is a cover of Rihanna's hit that takes both samples and lyrics from Soft Cell's version of "Tainted Love."

ANS:
"SOS (Rescue Me)"
B.  When you have one of these, "you're taking one down" and "you sing a sad song just to turn it around."  You also probably just got eliminated from American Idol.

ANS:
"Bad Day"
C.  Also included on the album is the second single from a veteran rock band's latest album, Have A Nice Day.

ANS:
"Who Says You Can't Go Home?"
9.
Name these female tennis players ranked in the top 25 in the world as of August 19, 2006, FTPE.

A.  This French player rose to the top of the rankings thanks to winning both the Australian Open and Wimbledon this year.

ANS:
Amelie Mauresmo
B.  Years after winning her first and so far only major at Wimbeledon in 2004, this Russian tennis star still manages to stay toward the top of the pack in the rankings.

ANS:
Maria Sharapova
C.  Although this Chinese star didn't make it past the first round of the U.S. Open, she did manage to make it to the quarterfinals at Wimbeldon before falling to Kim Clijsters.

ANS:
Li Na

10.
Given the years a show ran and title of its theme song, name the TV show FTPE.

A.  1972 to 1983:  "Suicide Is Painless"

ANS:
MASH
B.  1982 to 1986:  "Together"

ANS:
Silver Spoons
C.  1970 to 1977:  "Love Is All Around"

ANS:
The Mary Tyler Moore Show
11.
As it just so happens, August 19 marked not only the date of Muck Masters but the birthday of Kyra Sedgwick.  As she turns the big "4-0," name these movies she has starred in FTPE.

A.  Sedgwick has a small part as Ron Kovic's girlfriend Donna in this 1989 Oliver Stone film.

ANS:
Born on the Fourth of July

B.  Cameron Crowe's follow-up to Say Anything was this film in which Sedgwick stars as Linda Powell, one of six twenty-somethings who live in the same apartment in Seattle.

ANS:
Singles
C.  She starred opposite Kevin Bacon in this comedy about a couple who has sex and causes fires... the latter as a result of the sex.

ANS:
Pyrates
12.
The day before Muck Masters, your tournament editor was involved in a conversation at work where no one could come up with the name of this film's director, John G. Avildsen.  So, FTPE, answer the following.
A.  Name Avildsen's most famous film, the only one that netted him a Best Director Oscar.  It also took home Best Picture in a major upset.
ANS:
Rocky


B.  Rocky was not just an underdog in the film, but at the 1976 Oscars as well.  Among the films it defeated for Best Picture was this Paddy Chayefsky-penned film starring Peter Finch as Howard Beale, a man who was mad as hell and wasn't going to take it anymore.

ANS:
Network
C.  Among the awards Rocky picked up was for Best Editing.  It beat out Network, All the President's Men, Bound for Glory, and this Charleton Heston film about a sniper loose at a football game.

ANS:
Two-Minute Warning
13.
Given recurring characters from Saturday Night Live, give the actors who portrayed them FTSNOP.

A.  FFPE, weightlifters Hans and Franz

ANS:
Dana Carvey and Kevin Nealon
B.  FTP, baseball star Chico Escuela

ANS:
Garrett Morris
C.  FTP, talk show host Lionel Osbourne

ANS:
Tim Meadows
14.
Given a list of bands name the musician common to all of them FTPE.

A.  The Outlaws, Rainbow, Deep Purple

ANS:
Ritchie Blackmore
B.  The Move, Electric Light Orchestra, The Traveling Wilburys

ANS:
Jeff Lynne
C.  The Creation, The Jeff Beck Group, The Faces

ANS:
Ron Wood

15.
Given a college and the year a player was drafted, name the NBA player drafted who also happens to be the higest pick ever from that school FTPE.

A.  1986, Southeastern Oklahoma State University

ANS:
Dennis Rodman
B.  2006, Gonzaga University

ANS:
Adam Morrison
C.  1988, University of Kansas

ANS:
Danny Manning
16.
Name these toy companies FTPE.

A.  The most famous product for this company is likely the Etch-A-Sketch.

ANS:
Ohio Art
B.  They produce the substance that was a fortunate accident, Silly Putty.

ANS:
Binney & Smith
C.  This company is best known as the inventor of the hula hoop and the Frisbee.

ANS:
Wham-O
17.
It's now becoming just as hard to remember when VH1 played music videos as it is to remember when MTV played music videos.  Name the following about VH1 FTPE.

A.  Dealing with spitting and catfighting is all in a day's work for legendary Public Enemy member Flava Flav on this Celebreality dating show.

ANS:
Flavor of Love
B.  Patrice O'Neal makes smart-ass comments about strange video clips on this countdown show.

ANS:
Web Junk 20
C.  This online media player available at VH1.com is relentlessly advertised during their shows.
ANS:
VSpot
18.
Give the number that applies to the following FTPE.  Here's a big hint:  the answers all come from that infamous six-number sequence featured on the hit TV show Lost.

A.  The number of players on an Arena Football League team or the number of Police Academy movies including the upcoming 2007 addition to the series
ANS:
8
B.  The answer to Life, the Universe, and Everything in The Hitchhiker's Guide To The Galaxy series

ANS:
42
C.  The number of pieces each player has in Backgammon

ANS:
15
19.
Given albums titles, give the rapper or rap group that had success with them in the 1980's FTPE.

A.  Criminal Minded, By All Means Necessary, Edutainment
ANS:
Boogie Down Productions
B.  Radio, Bigger and Deffer, and Walking With A Panther
ANS:
L.L. Cool J
C.  They Said It Couldn’t Be Done, The Source, The Message
ANS:
Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five
20.
Answer the following about the 1982 World Series FTPE.

A.  This former American League team took the St. Louis Cardinals to seven games before falling to them.

ANS:
Milwaukee and/or Brewers
B.  Although he allowed a lot of runs in 7 and two-thirds innings of pitching, this recent Hall-of-Fame inductee did rack up six strikeouts and successfully relieved Joaquin Andujar in the final and decisive game.

ANS:
Bruce Sutter
C.  This catcher was voted the World Series MVP.

ANS:
Darrell Porter
21.
Answer these questions about games you'll find on the NES FTPE.

A.  In this part-strategy game, part-action game, you can control either the Confederate or Union forces.

ANS:
North and South
B.  Mike and his yo-yo returned in Zoda's Revenge, the sequel to this game.

ANS:
Star Tropics
C.  Compete in extreme sports like surfing, BMX, and skateboarding, hippy sports like footbag and flying disc, oh yeah and roller skating.

ANS:
California Games
22.
Given a description of a Ronco product, name the product FTPE.

A.  The classic product Hair-In-A-Can is now being marketed under this acronym.

ANS:
GLH or Great Looking Hair System

B.  If you think turning food on the grill is hard maybe you could get this product.  It will supposedly replace tongs, serving forks, cooking forks, and spatulas.

ANS:
Flip-Its
C.  "Set it and forget it" is the motto of this rotisserie oven.

ANS:
Showtime Rotisserie
