Muck Masters 2005

                                                                                                                 Round 1 

Questions by David Moore and John Kilby

1.
He was a dentist in his Missouri hometown before he started his career in baseball.  During his career, he played for five different teams and managed four, in the process becoming the only man to ever wear the uniform of all four New York teams in the twentieth century.  His first managerial years for the Dodgers and Braves and his final years with the Mets weren't so good, but his success in between with the Yankees from 1949 to 1960 more than made up for it.  FTP, name this Hall of Fame manager who in twelve years led the Yankees to ten pennants and five straight World Series titles.  

ANS:  
Casey Stengel

2.
Born on July 4th, 1924, in 2006 she will appear as Martha Kent in Bryan Singer’s upcoming Superman Returns.  Almost 60 years earlier she made her first onscreen appearance in a 1947 TV version of “A Christmas Carol.”  Most famous for her big screen roles, between 1970 and 1986 she only worked on the small screen in everything from “Taxi!!!” to “Splendor in the Grass.”  She appeared in a number of successful films in the 50’ and 60’s including A Hatful of Rain and The Russians are Coming, The Russians are Coming, but only one of them got her Oscar gold.  FTP name this woman who won a best supporting actress Oscar for her role in On the Waterfront.


ANS:
Eva Marie Saint

3.
It was the brain child of Harold Brasington who conceived the idea after attending the 1933 Indy 500.  He originally wanted a true oval, but because of a duck pond that had to be avoided during construction, ended up with today’s famous egg shape.  Only 12 of the 99 NASCAR Winston Cup / Nextel Cup races here have been won from a starting position outside the top 10, including the first race in 1950, which was won by Johnny Mantz who started in 43rd.  Known as the track “too tough to tame,” it has hosted over 50 runnings of the Southern 500.  FTP name this South Carolina track, the subject of closing rumors for the past couple years.


ANS:
Darlington Motor Speedway

4.
Determined by University of Hertfordshire professor Dr. Richard Wiseman in a 2002 study, it goes as follows:  “two hunters are out in the woods when one of them collapses. He doesn't seem to be breathing and his eyes are glazed. The other guy whips out his phone and calls the emergency services. He gasps: 'My friend is dead! What can I do?' The operator says: 'Calm down, I can help. First, let's make sure he's dead.' There is a silence, then a shot is heard. Back on the phone, the guy says: 'OK, now what?'”  FTP, this joke achieved what status that means, according to a Monty Python sketch, that it could be used as a “killer joke” in “joke warfare” on the battlefield?

ANS:
funniest joke in the world (accept equivalents)

5.
Born in East Meadow, New York, in 1954, his latest novel, Small Steps, will be published in January 2006. He was an avid reader since high school, counting Kurt Vonnegut and J. D. Salinger as early influences.  He had a short career as a Fuller Brush salesman before attending UC Berkeley as an Economics major.  To earn credit for school, he worked as a teacher’s aide and Noontime Supervisor at Hillside Elementary, where he got the inspiration for his first book, Sideways Stories from Wayside School.  In 1985 he married his wife, Sherre, who was the inspiration for the counselor in There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom.  FTP name this children’s and young adult author responsible for Holes.


ANS:
Louis Sachar

6.
It was directed by John Korty and was originally broadcast on January 31, 1974.  The titular character experiences tragedy like when her husband is killed by his own horse.  She also lives for over 100 years, experiencing both the Civil War and the Civil Rights movement.  Its most famous scene is likely its climatic one, with the protagonist taking a drink from a water fountain only for whites.  Based on a novel by Ernest Gaines, FTP, identify this made-for-TV movie that nabbed two acting Emmy's for its female lead, Cicely Tison.

ANS:  
The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman

7.
Alfred Molina determines that Steve Coogan is his cousin.  Roberto Benigni goes to the dentist for Steven Wright.  Steve Buscemi tries to convince a set of twins that Elvis secretly switched places with his twin brother.  Jack White shows Meg White his tesla coil.  Tom Waits discovers the jukebox contains no Iggy Pop songs.  Cate Blanchett talks to herself.  Bill Murray discusses alternative medicine with two members of the Wu-Tang Clan.  All of these things occur in, FTP, what 2004 Jim Jarmusch film that is composed of a group of 11 skits centered around the two titular types of refreshments.

ANS:
Coffee and Cigarettes

8.
Born November 28, 1984, he had a strong freshman season in college, averaging twelve and a half points per game and just under ten rebounds per game.  However, it was his sophomore season were he broke out, averaging 20.4 points per game and 12.2 rebounds per game on his way to claiming many honors, including AP Player of the Year, the Wooden award, and the Naismith award.  He recently started a charity that will focus efforts on the four places most dear to his heart, Croatia (his parents' birthplace), Australia (where he grew up), Utah (where he played his collegiate basketball), and the city where he will play professional basketball.  FTP, identify this basketball player who was taken by the Milwaukee Bucks with the first pick of the 2005 NBA Draft.

ANS:
Andrew Bogut

9.
A 1982 graduate of Cornell University’s MFA program, he turned down the lead in “NYPD Blue” and ten years later he turned down the lead in “CSI Miami,” and both roles went to David Caruso.  He has negotiated several different deals to develop shows for ABC and NBC, but nothing has panned out.  The most recent is a contract to develop a show with ABC and Touchstone television when he is finished with his role as Representative and Presidential Candidate Matthew Santos on “The West Wing.”  FTP name this man who eventually replaced Caruso when he assumed the role of Bobby Simone on “NYPD Blue.”


ANS:
Jimmy Smitts

10.
Steve is a thirteen year old geek on the verge of puberty who would do anything to fit in at school.  Hayley is an 18 year old liberal always disagreeing with her dad.  Roger is a refugee from Area 51 who saved the main character’s life and who has a little bit of a weight problem.  Klaus is a lascivious, German-speaking goldfish – the result of a CIA experiment gone seriously wrong – who has a crush on the lady of the house.  All these characters appear on, FTP, what Seth McFarlane show about a CIA agent named Stan Smith who is just trying to protect his country and his family.

ANS:
American Dad

11.
The titular action takes place at Margie's Bar.  The authorities on the scene claimed that the “reckless discharge of a gun” occurred, but the one who committed the action said “Reckless! Hell! I shot just where I was aiming."  The motive was clear, as the man charged with the crime heard “a sad song [that] made him cry.”  FTP, identify this Mark Chesnutt song where the above action took place after Bubba “went to his truck and got a forty five.”

ANS:
“Bubba Shot The Jukebox”

12.
To make a 5-Ball, you need triple sec, sugar, and some of this.  It was the brainchild of Edward Perkins, who originally called it Fruit Smack.  The Berry Blue flavor was discontinued because it looked like windshield wiper fluid and the Great Bluedini flavor was discontinued because it looked like anti-freeze.  Other discontinued flavors in the U.S.  include Sharkleberry Fin, Strawberry Falls Punch, and raspberry, one of the six original flavors.  FTP, identify this sugary drink mix whose famous spokespitcher is fond of saying "Oh yeah!"

ANS:
Kool-Aid

13.
Toss-Up:  AUDIO TOSS-UP!  FTP, identify the film that contains this bit of dialog.  (Moderator, play track 4.)

ANS:
Lost In Translation

14.
Born in Chicago in 1951, he received bachelors and doctorate degrees in physics before turning to fiction writing.  Nominated 3 times for the Hugo Award, his win came in 1983 for Cascade Point.  He has written a number of multi-volume series such as The Blackcollar books and the Conqueror’s trilogy, as well as several stand-alones such as Spinneret and The Icarus Hunt.  But he recently returned to the series that has perhaps brought him the most exposure, with 2005’s Star Wars: The Outbound Flight Project.  FTP name this man responsible for The Thrawn Trilogy which includes Heir to the Empire and Dark Force Rising.


ANS:
Timothy Zahn

15.
He was hired on the recommendation of Bobby Caldwell, and despite this vote of confidence, his coworkers still feel that he is too inexperienced to be involved in certain parts of the operation.  This was proven when Matsui pulled the Lost in Translation on him and he accidentally called Matsui’s seven year old niece a cheap whore.  After getting arrested while trying to simultaneously steal a Faberge egg and pass Tess off as Julia Roberts, he has to be rescued by his mother, and fears his father will never let him live down.  FTP name this young member of the group responsible for the Belagio job, played in Ocean’s 11 and Ocean’s 12 by Matt Damon.


ANS:
Linus Caldwell

16.
It deals with the relationships about mothers and children, a departure for the artist who had frequently written about fathers, but rarely mothers.  The title track is about a soldier at war, and is assumed to be about the war in Iraq.  The album earned a Parental Advisory sticker because of the song "Reno" which describes a graphic encounter with a prostitute.  Many of the songs speak of souls in turmoil, and much of the imagery is taken from the West as had been done on The Ghost of Tom Joad. FTP name this album, the 19th and most recent from Bruce Springsteen.


ANS:
Devils & Dust

17.
 In the episode of Harvey Birdman:  Attorney At Law where Phil institutes a color-coded crime alert system, it is this album that signifies the highest possible level threat of crime taking place.  Topping out at number three on the Billboard pop albums chart, the album's second side includes “Witch Hunt,” “Vital Signs,” and the 11-minute epic “The Camera Eye.”  Its third track is the airport code for Toronto's Lester B. Pearson International Airport and is spelled out in morse code during the song's intro.  FTP, identify this 1981Rush album featuring the aforementioned “YYZ” as well as “Red Barchetta,” “Limelight,” and “Tom Sawyer.”

ANS:
Moving Pictures

18.
His most recent output under this name was the J.lo vehicle, Maid in Manhattan, but he is known for a movie franchise that since it’s 3rd installment has been direct to video.  It is unclear how his pen name fits in with his body of work.  What is also unclear is the criteria he uses when choosing which of his scripts receive the pen name and which receive the real name.  Under his real name he was a successful director of teen films mostly set in the suburbs of Chicago, and he is responsible for writing numerous other box office hits such as Home Alone, and National Lampoon’s Vacation.   But, FTP give this literary pen name assumed by John Hughes for the Beethoven series of movies.


ANS:
Edmond Dantes

19.
It was produced by the Neptunes and was the third track on the artist's debut solo album.  It is also the first non-urban or non-American Idol song to reach number one on the Billboard charts since Nickelback's “How You Remind Me.”  The song's narrative instructs the antagonist to put down the pom-poms, meet the protagonist at the bleachers, and fight until the protagonist is the last one standing.  Probably more familiar to listeners is the chant of “Let me hear you say, this shit is bananas / B-A-N-A-N-A-S.”  The follow-up single to “Rich Girl” and “What You Waiting For?,” this is, FTP, what Gwen Stefani song where she claims not be the the titular type of girl.


ANS:
“Hollaback Girl”

20.
Her music career consists of only one album and her film career is limited to the 1959 John Wayne film The Horse's Soldiers, but luckily her legacy in athletics was much stronger.  A native of Silver, South Carolina, she played several sports as a child including basketball, which she would later play as a celebrity Harlem Globetrotter.  She was able to play in the 1950 U.S. Nationals thanks to the lobbying of four-time winner Alice Marble.  She went on in her career to win the French Open in 1956 and win both the U.S. Open and Wimbledon in both 1957 and 1958 .  FTP, identify this athlete who was the first African-American woman to compete in the world tennis tour.


ANS:
Althea Gibson

21.
He starred in his own videogame which was released in the summer of 1990 by Capcom for the NES, in which he had to save the city from his evil look-a-like, Mr. Green.  Along the way he fought evil sailors, fish, polar bears, clowns, and more.  His exit from the pop-culture seen occurred just 2 years later when the company he shilled for dropped him as spokesperson, after an eight year marketing campaign.  FTP name this clay-mation character who used  his wizard's wand, jackhammer, bombs, and boxing gloves to wreak havoc on the meals of pizza-eaters, the star of a long series of commercials for Dominoes Pizza.


ANS:
The Noid

22.
Started in February 2004 by Dustin Moskovitz, Chris Hughes, and Mark Zuckerberg, it has grown to over 2.8 million users since then and adds an average of 5,800 new users everyday.  Begun as a way for Harvard students to get to know students living in other dorms, it is now a privately held company operating out of Palo Alto, California with Zuckerberg at the helm.  It was so popular immediately after creation that it spread to Columbia, Stanford, and Yale within a month, and now is available through over 800 colleges and universities.  FTP name this internet phenomenon described friendster or myspace for college students.


ANS:
The Facebook

1.
Visual Bonus: Match the notable work of art with the film in which it was featured FFPE.  More than one work may come from any given movie.

A. Notting Hill  B. The Thomas Crown Affair  C. Amelie  D. The Thomas Crown Affair  

E. Entrapment  F. Ever After

2.
Identify the following about a classic film FTPE.

(10)
This comedy classic made fun of a lot of films, but most notably took its cue from the 1957 film Zero Hour!.

ANS:
 Airplane!

(10)
This non-human star of Airplane! is currently kept in co-director and co-writer Jerry Zucker's garage.

ANS:
Otto - The Inflatable Autopilot

(10)
This basketball star portrayed Roger Murdoch, who is pushed to break character after a boy tells of his father's criticisms of his play.

ANS:
Kareem Abdul-Jabar (Accept Lew Alcindor for show-offs)

3.
Given a pair of drinks, identify the ingredient they have in common FPTE.

(10)
a sex on the beach and a screwdriver





ANS:
vodka

(10)
a corkscrew and a fuzzy navel






ANS:
peach schnapps

(10)
a mint julep fixed with no bitters and a manhattan




ANS:
bourbon

4.
Bonus:  AUDIO BONUS!  Identify the following comedians from clips of their acts FTPE.

(10)
Play track 1

ANS:
Bob Newheart

(10)
Play track 2

ANS:
Mitch Hedburg

(10)
Play track 3

ANS:
Steve Martin

Answer the following about the 1995 season premiere of Saturday Night Live FTPE.

(10)
That season's debut episode was supposed to have this artist as a musical guest, but he cancelled.  He would have been promoting his at-the-time upcoming Gold Experience album.

ANS:
Prince

(10)
Instead of having Prince on the show, this group performed "Run-Around" and "Hook."

ANS:
Blues Traveler

(10)
Blues Traveler was supposed to perform at a taping of this sketch comedy troupe's Halloween Special on the night in question.  The special did horrible in the ratings for CBS, leaving MTV as the network that they are most associated with.

ANS:
The State

5.
Answer the following about British group New Order FTPE.

(10)
New Order arose out of the remnants of this Ian Curtis-led group.

ANS:
Joy Division

(10)
It is a myth that Factory Records lost money with the release of this 1983 single in a sleeve that looked like a floppy disk.

ANS:
“Blue Monday”

(10)
This is the name of their most recent album that was released earlier this year.

ANS:
Waiting For The Sirens' Call

6.
FTPE, answer the following about a movie that is due to be released in 2006.

(10)
This film made headlines earlier this year when two horses died on set.


ANS:
My Friend Flicka

(10)
This is the author of the novel of the same name that My Friend Flicka is based on.


ANS:
Mary O' Hara

(10)
This country star is portraying the father of the film's protagonist.  With all the horses dying on set, the song “Don't Take The Girl” takes on a completely new meaning for his young co-star.


ANS:
Tim McGraw

7.
Identify the following early Woody Allen films FTPE.

(10)
His directorial debut was this 1966 film where he bought the rights to Kokusai himitsu keisatsu: Kagi no kagi and replaced the voice track.


ANS:
What's Up, Tiger Lily?

(10)
Howard Cosell gets a credit as himself in this fruitfully-titled 1971 film.


ANS:
Bananas

(10)
Based on a book by David Reuben, one of the roles Allen plays in the lengthily-titled 1972 film is Sperm #1.

ANS:
Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Sex* (*But Were Afraid to Ask)

8.
You thought you only had to deal with Oak Park, Illinois questions in academic tournaments. Answer these questions about former students at Oak Park and River Forest High School 5-10-20-30.

(5)
This man, born in 1902 in Oak Park, dropped out of high school, but that didn’t stop him from making a whole wad of cash in food service.  His widow just gave away a huge chunk of that wad to NPR and other organizations.


ANS:
Ray Kroc

(5)
This comedienne (well she tells jokes at least) and Oak Park alum went on to big things as a loudmouth on “Suddenly Susan” and…well pretty much any place that will have her.


ANS:
Kathy Griffin

(x)
Possibly the Oak Park alum with the most sitcom success, this famous voice was earning the love of Griffin and many other’s long before he had Marge’s love on “The Simpsons”.


ANS:
Dan Castellanetta

(x)
This former co-lead of Castellanetta’s in Oak Park High Theatre Productions made a name for herself as the love interest of Kevin Costner in Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves and Kevin Kline in The January Man.


ANS:
Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio 

9.
Answer these related questions, 5-10-20-30.

(5)
Name this performer who first made waves with “Loser” off of the album Mellow Gold in 1994.


ANS:
Beck Hansen

(5)
This is Beck’s most recent album, released in March of 2005, the follow up to his more subdued Sea Change.


ANS:
Guero

(x)
Guero has been called by many an attempt by Beck to fuse his eclectic tastes in the style of this award winning 1996 album.


ANS:
Odelay

(x)
Four of the tracks on Guero were remixed using an eponymous gadget on this EP released prior to the album.


ANS:
GameBoy Variations (Hell Yes Remix EP)

10.
John Williams is known for his music in Spielberg movies and anything Star Wars, but that is not the extent of his resume.  Answer these questions about other Williams projects FTSNOP.

(5)
Williams composed the theme for this long-running TV news show newly hosted by Brian Williams.


ANS:
NBC Nightly News

(10)
More recent work for Television includes the main title theme for this WB show which stars Christine Lahti as the mother of two boys that seemed destined for greatness.


ANS:
Jack & Bobby

(15)
One of the more obscure movies that Williams has worked on was this 1986 film in which Kate Capshaw, Lea Thompson, Kelly Preston, and Joaquin Phoenix accidentally end up in space.


ANS:
Space Camp

11.
In honor of your question writer’s first ever reading of a Douglas Adams book, answer these questions about The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, that the aforementioned question writer didn’t already know from trash tournaments FTSNOP.

(5)
After being tossed into open space, Ford and Arthur are picked up by this ship, recently stolen from a planet on the other side of the galaxy.


ANS: 
Heart of Gold

(5)
This is the man responsible for the theft of the Heart of Gold.


ANS: 
Zaphod Beeblebrox (either name acceptable)

(10)
The planet of Magrathea, Zaphod’s destination, is located inside this dark celestial body.


ANS: 
The Horsehead Nebula

(10)
Deep Thought, after finding the answer to Life, the Universe, and Everything, designs this computer to find the question.


ANS: 
Earth

12.
Answer the following about commercials for NBA Industries FTPE.

(10)
The CEO of NBA Industries is Fred Newman, who is portrayed by this famous comedian also named Fred.

ANS:
Fred Willard

(10)
This former NBA legend is known as Inspector 21 at NBA Industries and also serves as their VP of human resources.

ANS:
Dominique Wilkins

(10)
The team at NBA industries created an extremely large size 47 shoe for this current NBA player... unfortunately, they didn't realize that he meant size 47 in Europe, 14 in the US.

ANS:
Peja Stojakovic


13.
Identify the comedian on a 40-30-20-10-5-1 basis.

(40) 
Some think he's funny.  Others do not.

(30)
In a classic episode of Full House, he played himself, a comedian competing against Joey Gladstone on Star Search.

(20) 
A writer for the sketch show In Living Color, he went on to write Patch Adams and Ace Ventura:  When Nature Calls and co-write Bruce Almighty and the 1996 remake of The Nutty Professor.

(10) 
In 2002, he directed and starred in Kung Pow! Enter The Fist, a digitally-altered spoof of an old kung-fu movie.

(5) 
One of the creators of Jimmy Neutron:  Boy Genius, he is also well-known for his spoofs using the thumb such as Thumb Wars: The Phantom Cuticle and Thumbtanic.

(1)
He had a 1997 TV special entitled steve.oedekerk.com.

ANS:
Steve Oedekerk

14.
Identify the band, 40-30-20-10-5-1.

(40) 
Kilby likes them.

(30) 
Their first two albums featured a traffic cone on the front cover.  The track “Ruckzuck” from their debut album was used for the PBS science show Newton's Apple.

(20) 
On the Coldplay album X & Y , the track “Talk” borrows a riff from the song “Computer Love” from this band's 1981album Computer World.

(10) 
This synth-heavy band is known for being notoriously reclusive.  Some of their songs include “Pocket Calculator,” “The Model,” “The Robots,” and “Radioactivity.”

(5) 
Their name means “power plant” in German.  Their second biggest hit was 1978's “Trans-Europe Express” while their highest charting hit, 1975's “Autobahn,” was reportedly inspired by The Beach Boys. 

(1) 
Oddly enough, if you use the Google's translator to translate the band's name into English and then back into German, the result is “Kraftwerk.”

ANS:
Kraftwerk

15.
Given the name of an American horse racing track, identify the city in which it is located FTPE.

(10)
Churchill Downs

ANS:
Louisville, Kentucky

(10)
Pimlico Race Course

ANS:
Baltimore, Maryland

(10)
Aqueduct Racetrack

ANS:
New York City, New York

16.
Given features, identify the DVD release on a 40-30-20-10-5-1 basis.

(40) 
Audio commentary

(30) 
“Interviews I Could Get”and “Sticker Shock”

(20) 
“The Squabble in Coral Gables” and “So You Want to Bee...A 527 Organization?”
(10) 
“Election Night '04: Prelude to a Recount” and “Continental Skiff Boat Oarsmen for Veracity”

(5) 
“Daily Show Rock! Presents: Midterm Elections” and Stephen Colbert's award-not-winning featurette “Requiem for a Show That Was Daily”

(1) 
Original segments from the DVD's namesake, Indecision 2004

ANS:
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart: Indecision 2004 

17.
Answer the following about a  web site that covers television FTPE.

(10)
This web site at a highly-coveted domain has received mixed reviews.  Most of the negative reviews have come from users of it's previous incarnation.

ANS:
tv.com

(10)
This is the old name of the website that is now TV.com.  Each show was maintained by an editor or editors.  It's less-impressive sister site devoted to movies still exists.

ANS:
TV Tome (accept tvtome.com)

(10)
The move to tv.com was a result of this online technology portral's purchase of the site.  They currently own the site located at www.download.com.

ANS:
C|NET (accept cnet.com or C|NET Networks)

18.
Answer some questions about Cy Young winners FTSNOP.

(10)
This Brooklyn Dodger was the first to win the award, in 1956.


ANS:
Don Newcombe

(10)
This L.A. Dodger was the last to win a joint MLB award, in 1966, after which separate awards were given in the AL and NL.


ANS:
Sandy Koufax

(5, 5)
Two pitchers have won the award in four consecutive years, one as a Brave and one as a Diamondback.  Name them FFPE.


ANS:
Greg Maddux and Randy Johnson (Maddux 1992-1995, Johnson 1999-2002)

19.
Name the song from lyrics 40-30-20-10-5-1.

(40)
“I’m crying.”

(30)
“Sitting on a cornflake, waiting for the van to come.”

(20)
“Corporation T-shirt, stupid bloody Tuesday.”

(10)
“Man you’ve been a naughty boy, you let your face grow long.”
(5)
“I am the eggman, they are the eggman.”

(1)
“I am the Walrus.”


ANS:
“I Am the Walrus”

20.
Answer questions about America’s Team, The Dallas Cowboys, from back when America would still claim them FTPE.

(10)
This Wyoming tight end spent 5 years with the Cardinals before helping the cowboys to three championships in 4 years.

ANS:
Jay Novacek

(10)
This man holds the career record for most Super Bowl sacks, as well as five Super Bowl rings, two with San Francisco and three with Dallas. 


ANS:
Charles Haley

(10)
This fullback played 11 seasons with the Cowboys, and split time between short carries and lane-clearing duties for Emmit Smith.


ANS:
Daryl “Moose” Johnston

21.
Answer these questions about 1975 FTPE.

(10)
This movie won the Best Picture Oscar, as well as several other Oscars including Best Director for Milos Forman.


ANS:
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

(10)
This album won best album, and it’s title track won best pop vocal performance-male, at the Grammy awards.


ANS:
Still Crazy After All These Years

(10)
This show won the emmy for best comedy series.  It beat out Rhoda, M*A*S*H, and All in the Family, which were all also CBS shows.


ANS:
The Mary Tyler Moore Show

