Cheerleading

by Ryan Blay, Loyola University Chicago

1. Although USC, Colorado State, Duke, and Columbia all accepted her, money problems forced her to abandon college plans.  In the episode “The Wish”, she was the only person to realize that something was amiss in the alternate universe.  Along with Wesley Wydham Pryce, she moved to LA and appeared on a spin-off of her first show.  FTP – name this haughty cheerleader, a “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” and “Angel” character, portrayed by Charisma Carpenter.

A:  Cordelia Chase

2. WARNING:  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED:  The first gives good hugs and won’t be your friend if you do drugs.  When Gabrielle, the leader of the real squad asks the first to be on the squad, he is overjoyed.  But an emotional breakdown by the second plus a montage of their happy moments together brings him back to her and they reunite to “Bust a Move”.   FTP – name these Spartans cheerleaders, played by Will Ferrell and Cheri Oteri on “Saturday Night Live”.

A:  Craig and Ariana (prompt on “Spartans Cheerleaders” or “SNL Cheerleaders” before mentioned)

3. Born in 1962 in Los Angeles, she worked briefly on “The Tracy Ullman Show”, but first approached success working on the Jacksons’ “Victory” tour.  She has only three true albums to her name, the last being 1995’s “Head Over Heels”.  FTP – name this ex-Lakers cheerleader and erstwhile “American Idol” judge best known for “Straight Up”.  

A:  Paula Abdul
4. After he threw out the first pitch in game 3 of the 2001 World Series, The New York Yankees won the game by a 2-1 score.  It’s not his only link to baseball, as he claims Yogi Berra as an inspiration for his English, and dreamed of being Willie Mays growing up.  FTP – name this ex-college cheerleader who traded away Sammy Sosa when he was owner of the Texas Rangers.  

A:  George W. Bush
5. Born in 1923 in Dallas, he served in the Army during World War II before attending Southern Methodist, where he was a cheerleader.  In “Legally Blonde”, Elle Woods claimed to have grown up across the street from him.  He has two Emmys to his name, but he is not done yet, as he has a pilot from CBS for “The Clubhouse”, with Mel Gibson.  FTP – name this legendary TV producer of “Charlie’s Angels” and “Dynasty”.  

A:  Aaron Spelling
6. A Princeton graduate and – yes – an ex-cheerleader, he aspired to be an architect.  His first credited film was 1935’s “The Murder Man”, but he didn’t get his most famous role until after World War II, where he became the first star to enlist in the armed services.  With his last role a voice in “An American Tail: Fievel Goes West”, this is – FTP – what star from “Vertigo” and “It’s a Wonderful Life”?

A:  Jimmy Stewart
7. Among her lesser known acting roles are the Singing Telegram in “Blue in the Face” and “Singer at Club” in “Vision Quest”.  She’s done a lot of music in films, as this ex-cheerleader, who hailed from Bay City Michigan, performed with the Alvin Ailey Dance Troupe after dropping out of the University of Michigan.  FTP – name this star of the disaster “Swept Away”.

A:  Madonna
8. WARNING:  LAST NAME IS THE SAME.  They first appeared together in the 1966 film “Cast a Giant Shadow”, where the second and younger one has an un-credited role as a Jeep driver.  The younger one produced “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” – whose starring role was originally going to go to his father.  Both were ex-cheerleaders.  The elder is currently married to Anne Buydens, while his son is married to Catherine Zeta-Jones.  FTP – name this father-son duo who re-united for 2003’s unbearable “It Runs in the Family”.  

A:  Kirk Douglas and Michael Douglas

9. A mulatto / An Albino / A Mosquito / My Libido.  This is one of the choruses of a song whose video features one of the more depressing pep rallies of note.  Strippers were hired to play the cheerleaders who co-star with Krist Novoselic, Dave Grohl, and Kurt Cobain.  This describes – FTP – what 1991 lead song off of “Nevermind”?

A: Smells Like Teen Spirit
10. A year after he was Dr. Maxwell Edison in “Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band”, he appeared in a film, credited as Pig Eye Jackson.  He was also an extra in “Fists of Fury” and nearly got Tom Cruise’s role in “Eyes Wide Shut”.  Set to play Inspector Clouseau in 2005’s “The Birth of the Pink Panther”, this is – FTP – what actor/ex-cheerleader who had a cameo as a waiter in “The Muppet Movie”.  

A:  Steve Martin
11. Among the unusual people in this film are Ron Reagan, a young Richard Schiff, Giovanni Ribisi, and Andy Richter.  Holly Hunter plays the titular parent, who attempts to hire some killers to further her daughter’s career.  FTP – what 1993 TV movie described the media circus behind the trial of an accused mother in the Lone Star State?

A:  The Positively True Adventures of the Alleged Texas Cheerleader-Murdering Mom
12. Brittany is the cheer captain at Lawndale High on this show.  Her boyfriend Kevin annoys star the star jock by calling him “Mack Daddy”.  Meanwhile, the titular star and her sidekick Jane try not to let the Morgendorffers and the rest of society drive them nuts.  FTP – name this show, now shown on the “Noggin” network, sharing its name with a Cake song.  

A:  Daria

13. Megan is an All-American girl.  But she likes listening to Melissa Ethridge and she’s a vegetarian.  So her family sends her so True Directions, a camp to “Straighten” her out.  Kip Pardue, RuPaul, Michelle Wiliams, and Night Court’s Richard Moll join star Natasha Lyonne in – FTP – what 1999 farce about a suspected lesbian on the cheer team?

A:  But I’m A Cheerleader
Editor’s note:  If Richard Moll can’t make a girl stay straight, what can?  WHAT CAN??!!

14. Before he became a star, he had a role as Basketball star Boner in 1976’s “Revenge of the Cheerleaders”.  He spent seven years on “The Young and the Restless” as William “Snapper” Foster Jr. but will more likely be remembered for his role as Lt. Buchannon.  FTP – what ex-“Knight Rider” star was the subject of a long-standing Norm McDonald theory about his popularity in Germany?

A:  David Hasselhoff
15. The eventual runner-up was the third contestant eliminated, and the fifth place finisher was booted off right after her.  However, when the Outcasts reappeared to through a wrench in the plans of the Morgan and Drake tribes, things got interesting.  FTP – what show, won by Sandra Diaz-Twine, featured two ex-cheerleaders in Tijuana and Trish?

A:  Survivor:  Pearl Islands (prompt on “Survivor”)

16. One character in this film notes that “Cheerleaders are dancers who have gone retarded”.  The Clovers need money, and the Toros need a new routine that doesn’t steal from inner city high schools.  Torrance Shipman wants to remind everyone that this isn’t a democracy, it’s a cheerocracy in – FTP – what 2000 film starring Kirsten Dunst and Eliza Dushku?

A:  Bring it On

17. Music ruled her life growing up, as she majored in music at Missouri, cheered, taught music to autistic children, and wrote her first song at 13.  Rumors had her as Michael Jackson’s lover when she toured on his “Bad” tour.  After session work and two bouts of severe depression, she successfully recorded “Tuesday Night Music Club”.  She also recorded a cover of “Sweet Child O’Mine” for the “Big Daddy” soundtrack.  FTP – name this singer of “Steve McQueen”, “Soak Up the Sun” and “Picture”.  

A:  Sheryl Crow
18. Her mother was once married for a year to Timothy Leary.  She made her major film debut in 1988’s “Johnny Be Good”.  In 2004, she will be playing two major roles, one in Elmore Leonard’s “Be Cool”, the other as Black Mamba, a vengeful Bride-to-be in Quentin Tarentino’s “Kill Bill”.  FTP – name this statuesque ex-cheerleader actress of “Pulp Fiction” and “Dangerous Liaisons”.  

A:  Uma Thurman
19. A man named Ché Guevara does the drum programming for this hit CD and Commissioner Gordon is credited as having recorded it.  “Superstar” borrows from the Doors’ “Light My Fire”.  Carlos Santana plays lead guitar on “To Zion”, one of the featured singles from – FTP – what 1998 critically acclaimed album from an ex-cheerleader and ex-Fugees artist?

A:  The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill (prompt on Lauryn Hill)

20. In 2001, she was Kansas Hill, her second cheerleading role in 3 years.  She played two separate characters on “Boy Meets World” before beginning in film with “Nowhere” and “Kiss the Girls” in 1997.  Entertainment Weekly declared her the most patriotic artist in 2000 for “American Pie”, “American Beauty” and “American Virgin”.  FTP – name this 25 year old actress of Estonian descent.

A:  Mena Suvari

21. Marie Osmond and Carrie Fisher each turned down plum roles, as did Henry Winkler for fear of typecasting.  The members of Sha-Na-Na performed as “Johnny Casino & The Gamblers”.  Sid Caesar plays Coach Calhoun in – FTP – what 1978 film of a hit musical, often making fun of cheerleaders, starring Olivia Newton-John and John Travolta as Sandy and Danny?

A:  Grease 

22. The eldest of seven siblings, she played volleyball and led cheerleaders along with her friend Jessie.  When asked to play the role of the wicked witch in a rap version of “Snow White”, she became jealous of Jessie and Zack.  She also spent time with Lisa, Slater, and Screech.  FTP – name this beauty of Bayside High, played by Tiffany Amber-Thiessen on “Saved by the Bell”.  

A:  Kelly Kapowski

23. Their recent “Down with the pom poms up with the skirts Tour” has taken them to Atlanta, Little Rock, and New Orleans among other cities.  Hailing from Baltimore, they recently joined Amp Records.  As Sideshow Bob might note, their name translates in German to “The Cheerleaders The”.  FTP – name this musical act who came out with “Chasing the American Nightmare” in 2002

A:  Die Cheerleader Die
24. A woman with an annoying feminine voice is rooting for the Tigers.  When a guy tells her to sit down, she calls the crowd assholes.  When she tells them she won’t do splits, someone throws an object at her.  All she wants to do is root for the girl’s volleyball team.  FTP – name this song off of “They’re all gonna laugh at you”, Adam Sandler’s first CD.  

A:  The Cheerleader
