Who, me?  Oh, I’m with the band

By Stan Jastrzebski

DUCK Bowl III

1. Officially disbanding (no pun intended) in 1971, this group sold more albums in 1968 than any other act, including the Beatles.  The band was originally formed as The Outcasts in 1967, and had 6 consecutive gold records a year later.  Hailing from San Diego, this fivesome included Kerry Chater on bass, Gary Withem on keyboards, Dwight Bement on tenor sax and Paul Wheatbread on drums, as well as the lead singer.  FTP, who are these men who had hits with “Young Girl”, “Woman, Woman” and “This Girl is a Woman Now”?

A: Gary Puckett and the Union Gap

2. This group spent a good part of 1968 touring with presidential hopeful Hubert Humphrey, and their album “Cellophane Symphony” was the first to use a Moog (MOH-G) synthesizer on a record.  The lead man had previously fronted “The Tornadoes”, but changed his group’s name when he teamed with Jeff Barry and Ellie Greenwich in 1964.  FTP, what group then went on to record hits like “Mony, Mony”, “I Think We’re Alone Now” and “Crimson and Clover”?

A: Tommy James and the Shondells

3. Among the many producers this act has gone through are Prince Buster and Clement Dodd.  Other times, producers dubbed them the Vikings, the Royals and the Flames in order to skirt copyright fees, and the original backup band broke up in 1981, only to be reformed under the same name in 1981.  They had a hit with “Pressure Drop” off of the soundtrack to the film “The Harder They Come”, and when they teamed with producer Leslie Kong, they produced a whole new kind of sound.  FTP, what band’s song “Do The Reggay” helped launch that genre?

A: Toots and the Maytals

4. A surprise hit album for this band may have been “Sweet Dreams”, which included mostly covers of country tunes, including George Jones’ "Good Year For The Roses".  The group followed this up with Imperial Bedroom, which included "Man Out Of Time" and "Tears Before Bedtime".  However, it was for albums like 1980’s “Get Happy!!” that they received more acclaim. FTP, who are these Britons that released such catchy tunes as “Veronica” and “Pump it Up”?

A: Elvis Costello and the Attractions

5. The lead singer, whose last name is Gourdine, was also the lead man for The Duponts in the late 1950’s.  When Gourdine joined up with The Chesters, they changed their name, and released a 45 whose A and B sides were both hits.  It was legendary DJ Alan Freed that gave the group its well-known moniker, and saw that that B side, "Two People In The World" got some airplay.  FTP, what group is this, probably better known for their ballad “Tears on My Pillow”?


A: Little Anthony and the Imperials

6. Although this band’s 1971 album Wild Life was a relative flop, it did have notable tracks on it, like a reggae version of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” and the protest song “Give Ireland Back to the Irish”.  Originally formed when the lead man joined up with former Moody Blues members Denny Laine and Denny Seiwell, the group also famously included the influence of its most famous member’s wife.  FTP, what is this group that recorded the Bond theme “Live and Let Die” as well as the album “Band on the Run”?

A: Paul McCartney and Wings

7. When the lead singer was seven, she won the $2,000 grand prize on Ted Mack’s Amateur Hour.  The name of the group came from the nickname of the lead singer’s uncle James Woods.  Originally joining up with sister Brenda, brother Bubba and cousins William and Eleanor Guest, the group had its first success after Edward Patten and Langston George took over for Brenda and Eleanor.  Thus was born, FTP, what group that had hits with “Baby Don’t Change Your Mind” and “I’ve Got to Use My Imagination”?

A: Gladys Knight and the Pips

8. Keyboardist Sean Hopper and the lead singer left the band Clover when John McFee joined the Doobie Brothers.  Some members of Soundhole joined the duo and this band was born.  Aside from selling more than 20 million albums in the 1980’s, they also were involved in a lawsuit against Ray Parker, Jr. for his Ghostbusters theme, claiming it stole the bass line from one of their hits.  FTP, what group’s 1983 album “Sports” included 3 number 6 hits with "The Heart Of Rock 'N' Roll," "If This is It," and "I Want A New Drug”?

A: Huey Lewis and the News

9. This band’s 1996 release “State of Affairs” was both a critical and a sales failure.  They provided backing to Lightnin’ Rod on the LP “Hustler’s Convention”, but it was not until their 1974 album “Wild and Peaceful” that they began to hit the charts.  Bassist Robert Bell lent his nickname to the group and it went on to have good success with songs like “Hollywood Swinging”.  FTP, what funky group is better known for its 1980 anthem “Celebration”?

A: Kool and the Gang
10. The band began as Mudcrutch in the lead man’s home town of Gainesville, Florida.  Some said they sounded enough like the Byrds that Roger McGuinn covered their first hit on a 1977 album, and subsequently became close friends with this band’s lead singer.  Albums like “Tales of Topographic Oceans” were not popular with critics, and it was not until the group hit the charts with "I Need To Know" and "Listen To Her Heart" that it gained real success.  FTP, what band’s lead singer, along with being a Traveling Wilbury, has also produced hits like “Learning to Fly”, “Runnin’ Down a Dream” and “Into the Great Wide Open”?

A: Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers

11. This group was the first rock group Columbia Records ever signed.  They were regulars on the Dick Clark-hosted “Where The Action Is.”  The lead singer hosted the show “Happening” in 1968 and ’69.  The band produced 5 top10 hits from 1966 to ’71, including “Hungry” and Kicks”.  FTP, what somewhat historically-named band’s only number one hit was “Indian Reservation”?

A: Paul Revere and the Raiders

12. This group might not have survived had it not been for the USC business degree of bassist Dean Felber.  Felber’s knowledge of money helped them survive albums like Kootchypop and their 1990 self-titled debut before signing on with Atlantic Records for their 13-million selling 1994 major-label effort, which spent 8 weeks at number one.  FTP, what group stole a lyric from Bob Dylan’s Idiot Wind for a verse in “Only Wanna Be With You” and had David Crosby backing up Darius Rucker for “Let Her Cry”?

A: Hootie and the Blowfish
Editor’s note: “Only Wanna Be With You” still boasts one of the most fun videos ever

13. The lead singer of this band saw Phil Collins’ leaving Genesis as a chance to do so himself and begin a new project.  Joining Paul Carrack (who had previously played guitar and keyboards for “Ace”) and Paul Young, who had contributed to “Sad Café”, the group had its first success with Silent Running, from the movie “On Dangerous Ground”, which reached number 6 on the charts.  FTP, what group eventually had a number one song with The Living Years and also scored US airplay with All I Need is a Miracle?

A: Mike and the Mechanics
14. Proving the group’s versatility, they released a punk album in 1980, an album of dance remixes in 1996 and a country album entitled “In Low Places” in 1992.  The group’s founder was born in 1919, however, and it was his son who was at the helm when “The A Files: Alien Songs” was recorded in 1998.  A 1964 album of Beatles covers had some fun tracks on it, but it was an original song about tribal culture that was the group’s highest charting.  FTP, what group made a cultural catch phrase out of “Ooh-ee-ooh-ahh-ahh” with the 1958 hit with Witch Doctor, thanks to the recording ingenuity of Ross Bagdasarian?

A: Alvin and the Chipmunks

15. This group’s lead singer had a role in the original Broadway cast of The Rocky Horror Picture Show, and starred alongside Michael J. Fox in the movie “Light of Day”.  The group’s biggest hit was number one on Billboard’s charts for two months in 1981, coming after 23 recording labels had turned them down for contracts.  FTP, what group won a Grammy for best rock performance by a group for 1989’s I Hate Myself For Loving You, but will never touch the success of I Love Rock and Roll?

A: Joan Jett and the Blackhearts

16. This group’s first notice probably came with their track Got a Job, a response to the Silhouettes tune Get a Job.  The group began recording as the Matadors before Barry Gordy signed them as one of the first artists on the Motown label.  Hits by the group included The Love I Saw in You Was Just a Mirage and The Tracks of My Tears.  FTP, what group gained more US notice with I Second That Emotion, You Really Got a Hold on Me and Tears of a Clown?

A: Smokey Robinson and the Miracles

17. This group often toured with a dog named Jeep to keep the band’s four members company.  Their biggest album, a double-release, was aided by Duane Allman on guitar, and the motley group had a hit with “Key to the Highway”.  The group only lasted two years, however, and split up before completing the recording of their second album in 1971.  FTP, what group did hit the charts with Bell Bottom Blues and Layla?

A: Derek and the Dominos

18. The band’s lead singer led a sad last few years of his life, roaming the streets of Mexico, trying to convince people of his musical influence.  After the band’s first major hit, they toured Germany and ignited riots over their revolutionary sound.  The group scored minor novelty hits like Crazy, Man, Crazy, but it was the song made the theme to the film “Blackboard Jungle” that created the band.  FTP, what group recorded See You Later, Alligator and the seminal Rock Around the Clock?

A: Bill Haley and the Comets (Accept Bill Haley and HIS Comets)

19. The lead singer performed with a number of acts in his career’s infancy, including The Castiles, Earth, Child, Steel Mill, and Dr. Zoom & the Sonic Boom.  The initial pairing between singer and band ended approximately five years after the release of the album “Tunnel of Love”, but not before many of their works were covered, such as the Hollies re-doing Sandy and Manfred Mann re-making Blinded by the Light.  FTP, Max Weinberg might be the second most famous member of what group based around some guy they call “The Boss”?

A: Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band

20. One of the more famous acts ever to come out of Delaware, the group still tours and even added a member – Jim Suhler – in 2000.  They released their self-titled debut in 1978 on the Rounder label, and have produced middling efforts like “Maverick” from 1985 and “Born to be Bad” from 1988.  FTP, what band helped turn younger listeners on to John Lee Hooker with a cover of “One Whiskey, One Bourbon, One Beer”, as well finding popularity with their anthem “Bad to the Bone”?

A: George Thorogood and the Destroyers

21. The lead singer changed his last name from Stewart and recruited friends Jerry Martini and Gregg Errico, and Cynthia Robinson, as well as a brother, sister and two cousins to form the group.  Their early 1970’s albums “Stand!” and “There’s a Riot Goin’ On” established them on the funk scene.  FTP, known for missing concert dates, this is what group also known for singles like Dance to the Music and Family Affair?

A: Sly and the Family Stone
22. This group’s success eventually provided the storyline for the Broadway musical “Dreamgirls”.  When Flo Ballard was replaced by Cindy Birdsong, the group took the name of its lead singer for the first time – on the album “Reflections”.  The group’s production team of Eddie Holland, Lamont Dozier and Brian Holland broke up around the same time as the group hit the charts with Someday We’ll Be Together.  FTP, what group scored Motown stardom with tunes like Baby Love, Stop! In The Name Of Love, and You Can’t Hurry Love?

A: Diana Ross and the Surpremes
23. The group’s 1966 release “What Now My Love?” remained number one for 9 consecutive weeks and their two subsequent albums “S.R.O” and “Sounds Like” were also popular.  The group produced a memorable album cover of a woman in the namesake substance on 1965’s “Whipped Cream and Other Delights”, as well.  FTP, what group hit success with another culinary title in A Taste of Honey, thanks to the trumpet playing of the group’s founder?

A: Herb Alpert and the Tijuana Brass
24. It wasn’t until the group joined up with producer Albert Grossman – who also handled Bob Dylan, the Band, and Peter, Paul & Mary – that it hit major success.  Only one of the group’s albums had its most famous lead singer, that being 1968’s “Cheap Thrills”.  FTP, what group used “Cheap Thrills” to release songs like Ball and Chain and Piece of My Heart, thanks to the shrieking vocals of Janis Joplin?

A: Big Brother and the Holding Company
25. The band was formed primarily for the recording of the album “Beautiful Loser”, and were still going in 1995 for the production of the live album “It’s a Mystery”.  Despite the band’s success, the only hit to reach number one was Shakedown, a song from Beverly Hills Cop 2.  FTP, Fire Lake and You'll Accomp'ny Me were done by what group better known for Night Moves, Mainstreet and Rock & Roll Never Forgets?

A: Bob Seger and the Silver Bullet Band

