Controversy and Spandex – Must Be the Olympics

By Brett McArthur and Stan Jastrzebski

1. He won weightlifting gold twice in consecutive Olympiads, the first time by setting the world record and the second time by tying that same mark.  He had an expressive attitude about lifting which gave him international attention equal to that befitting his eventual capture of 17 world records.  FTP, who was this 1960’s Russian lifter who defeated of his previously unbeaten countryman Yuri Vlasov, and was able to lift 1,262 lb?

A:  Leonid Zhabotinsky (also accept “The Great Zhabo”)

2. An Olympic sport since 1936, it was moved indoors in the ‘70s, and is currently one of the most highly attended events.  Competition consists of two teams of seven players each scoring points in two 30-minute halves, with a 10-minute half-time.  Its namesake equipment ranges in circumference from 58 to 60 centimeters for men and 54 to 56 for women.  Lead in the USA by Gary Hines and Lisa Eagen, FTP, what is this sport, a combination of basketball and soccer?
A:  Team Handball
3. He came to international attention at the age of 15, and despite his large grin and animated personality, he drew several critics.  He participated in the Olympic Torch Relay thru the US in 1994, but contrary to the public’s expectations was rarely seen during the actual games.  Standing 4 1/2 feet tall, wearing size 22 shoes, and hailing from inside the Olympic Flame, FTP this is what blue mascot of the Atlanta summer games?

A:  Izzy
4.  The game is played on an indoor volleyball court, and posts just over a meter tall and 9 meters long are set up at each end.  Each team gets three players on the court and three substitutes on the sidelines and may not sub more than thrice per game.  Players are grouped into classes B1, B2 and B3, based on their visual acuity and bells inside the ball help them determine where it and other players are.  FTP, what is this sport for the visually impaired in the Paralympics with a very simple name?

A: Goalball
5.  It can have a maximum of 115 people participating, but some suspect this number may soon grow to 130.  After a 1999 rule change, members may be no older than 70 years of age and the head of the team may serve no more than 8 years. FTP, what group must be comprised of at least 15 active athletes, oversees organizations like the World Anti-Doping Agency and is currently headed by Jacques Rogge (Row-GAY)?

A: International Olympic Committee

6. It takes its name from a verse in 2 Kings, and was first described by one critic as “A hymn to the human spirit as if scored by Barry Manilow.” It tells of the true tale of two athletes, Eric and Harold.  One is a Scottish minister who runs for the glory of God and the other is a Jewish Cambridge student with a taste for upsetting the upper crust and runs for respect.  Set before and during the 1924 Paris Olympics, it stars Ian Charleson and Ben Cross.  FTP, name this film with a very memorable theme song, Oscar winner for the Best Picture of 1981.
A:  Chariots of Fire

7. In 1952, she placed second in women's figure skating at the Olympic Games. She was the U.S. national championship from 1952 to 1956. In 1953, she became the first American woman to win the world championship title and repeated the feat in 1955. At the ‘56 Olympics, she won the gold in women's figure skating, becoming the first American to do so. She was finally inducted into the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame in 1988 and currently works as a surgeon. FTP, name this Boston native.

A:  Tenley Albright
8. The Games of this year saw the reintroduction of the archery contests, 16-year-old swimmer Shane Gould of Australia win three gold medals, Swedish runner Lasse Viren set a world record in the 10,000 meters after falling to the track and the US lose the gold in basketball due to controversial officiating.  FTP, in what year did American Mark Spitz win 7 swimming golds with 7 World Records?

A:  1972
9. He was born in Paris in 1863 to an artist and a musician.  He rejected life both in the military and politics and instead chose to try and improve the French education system in an effort “to make men.”  This goal, along with a strong conviction to the benefits of sportsmanship, led him to his greatest accomplishment.  On 23 June, 1894, FTP, what man created the IOC and officially became the founder of the modern Olympic Games?
A:  Pierre de Fredy, the Baron de Coubertin
10. This is the only country to have participated in every one of the Olympic Games.  It has hosted twice, but never in the winter.  In the first Games its team won only 2 medals, both gold, and both by runner Edwin Flack.  Its largest take was 16 medals in the 2000 Sydney Games.  Its importance to the Olympics is so great that one of the Olympic rings supposedly represents it.  Name this country, FTP, whose most famous athlete in recent history is a swimmer named Ian Thorpe.

A:  Australia
11. For the origins of this event, listen to the following tale: A young French cavalry officer of the 19th century was sent on horseback to deliver a message.  He rode across the uneven terrain, through enemy lines, and was faced by an enemy soldier.  Challenged to a duel, the officer won, only to have his horse shot out from under him by another foe.  After felling that soldier with a single shot, the officer ran forward.  He swam across a raging river, and then finally he delivered the message.  According to the legend, FTP, this describes what modern day test of endurance?

A:  Pentathalon

12.  Despite the fact he never made a start in the NHL, he earned a spot in its hall of fame in 1989.  He played for 11 world championship teams, and led his team to gold medals in 1972 and ’76.  He was named Best European Hockey League player three straight years from 1981 to ’83, and once sported a 1.38 goals against average for the Central Red Army team.  FTP, who is this legendary USSR goaltender?

A:  Vladislav Tretiak  

13. Besides a medal and crown of olive branches, his first place finish was rewarded with a horse and cart from the king, a lifetime of free shaves from a patriotic barber and free meals at Athens restaurants.  Originally a humble Shepard, after the Games he subsequently became a national hero, with writers dedicated poems and hymns to him.  FTP, Greeks even have a modern expression to honor this man, the winner of the first modern Marathon in the 1896 Athens Games.

A:  Spyridon Louis
14. He won his gold medal in a unanimous decision over Zbigniew Pietrzykowski (Zbig-NEW PET-Rick-Ow-Skee) and didn’t take it off for two days.  Ironically, he was so nervous to fly that he almost didn’t make the trip, until he could be convinced the trip could not be made by train.  The win was in the light heavyweight division, his last in the lower weight class before beating Archie More two years later.  FTP, what man, known as the “Louisville Lip” later described his fighting style as “float like a butterfly, sting like a bee”?

A: Muhammad Ali (accept Cassius Clay)  
15.  The city itself will only host the ice hockey, figure skating, and speed skating events.  There will be three Olympic villages, with the furthest one in the upper Susa valley, near where the snowboarding events will take place.  FTP, the committees of TOROC and TOBO were responsible for bringing the 2006 Olympics to what Alpine city in Italy?

A: Torino (accept Turin)

16. New York Times columnist Red Smith once referred to the group as “walled off in their dream world.”  The building where they first gained notoriety stood at 31 Connolly Street after knocking on the door of coach Moshe Weinberg, who saw them and yelled “Boys, get out!”  When Golda Meir refused to deal with them, IOC chairman Avery Brundage ordered the games resumed.  FTP, what group then executed 11 members of the Israeli Olympic team during the 1972 games?

A: Black September

17. Rules outlawed biting and gouging an opponent's eyes, nose, or mouth with fingernails.  Divisions separated men and boys, but hands were not wrapped like in the boxing events.  Kicking was legal, and so were all manner of holds in, FTP, what ancient sport that combined boxing and wrestling?

A: Pankration

18. A graduate of Southeast Louisiana, this man ranked fourth in the National League in innings pitched in 2003 with 220.  His 13 losses a year ago seem like a lot until you realize that he had 16 the year before.  In 2003, he became the first pitcher on his team to pitch 200 innings in consecutive years since Jaime Navarro.  FTP, what pitcher limited Cuba to three hits in winning the 2000 Olympic title game, success he has not had often with the Brewers?

A: Ben Sheets

19.  One of the quirks of the event is that it allows no training run, and competitors can only make a visual surveillance of the course.  It was added to the Olympics for the 1988 Calgary games, and since, names like Atle Skaardal, Lasse Kjus (CUES), and Peter Runggaldier have gained some notoriety.  FTP, what second of the skiing events involves fewer gates and higher speeds than the giant slalom?

A: Super G

20.  All of the included sports are winter sports, among others comprising men’s and women’s luge, men’s and women’s curling, all three parts of the Nordic combined, both large hill and team ski jumping, women’s 1500 meter short track speed skating, women’s 5000 meter speed skating, eleven different cross-country skiing events and 8 different events in the biathlon.  FTP, all these winter sports share the distinction that the United States has won exactly how many medals in them?

A: Zero (accept equivalents)

21. Warning: two answers required.  While she recovered from an accident that left her partially paralyzed and with speech problems due to a brain injury incurred from a toe-pick, he trained in the Chicago suburbs of Evanston and Addison.  Their long program was to Jules Massenet’s “Meditacion”, and despite lower technical marks than Jaime Sale and David Pelletier, they were declared the winners.  FTP, what Russian duo won gold in figure skating in 2002, only to have the Canadians get gold a couple days later, as well?

A: Anton Sikharulidze and Elena Berezhnaya (if it’s close, give it to them)

22. The only time they hosted the winter games, they won the most medals with 16.  They took 3 of 4 golds in speed skating, losing only the 500 meters to American Kenneth Henry.  However, they only finished seventh in the next Olympiad in 1956, scoring just four medals.  FTP, with 236 medals all-time, what country has 42 more than the second-place Soviets?

A: Norway

23. Only three people have ever done it, with the most recent being Christa Luding-Rothenburger of East Germany, who accomplished the feat in 1988, the only person to do so in one year.  Before her, American Eddie Eagen and Jacob Thullin Thams of Norway were the only other two people who could claim to have done it.  FTP, Luding-Rothenburger won medals in speed skating and cycling, earning her what distinction?

A: Winning both Winter and Summer games medals
24. Of the top 10 summer medal winners of all time, 6 participated in this sport.  Sawao Kato of Japan won 12 medals, 8 of them gold, but he could not outpace countryman Takashi Ono, who had 13, with 5 gold, 4 silver and 4 bronze.  But no one has topped Russian Nikolai Andrianov, who took home 15 in his time.  FTP, these men all competed in what sport comprised of skills on rings, beams and horses?

A: Gymnastics
25. In 708 B.C. it was usually made of bronze or stone.  Its use is actually aided by the presence of a headwind, but this won’t matter if it is inclined beyond 26 degrees from horizontal.  Clarence Houser created a new style for the use of it by turning and skipping before the release.  FTP, what is this projectile, associated with the likes of Al Oerter, Pamela Dukes, and Mac Wilkins?

A:  discus
