Films2004 by Players
"Everything you always wanted to know about the movies, but were afraid to ask, answered in tossup format."
40 tossups (compilation of all questions from Movies2004* written by Players)

). {Thomas}  A stylized, animated Charlie Chaplin introduces its title. From there, the viewer experiences several sequences of juxtapositions based on form, movement, and composition. These displays include blinking eyes and flashing numbers, a woman rhythmically swinging, mouths smiling and then relaxing, and seemingly incongruous intertitles about the theft of a pearl necklace. All the imagery is designed to reflect man’s intrinsic connection to machinery - a common theme in the works of one of its directors. FTP name this 1924 short film co-created by Dudley Murphy and the French Cubist painter Fernand Leger.
	Answer: Ballet Mechanique (Mechanical Ballet)

). {Thomas}  For him, film was purely subjective. In Reflections on Black, he scratches off emulsion to highlight subject’s eyes. To create Moth Light he taped moth wings to clear film. In other films, he has painted on the negative, bleached it, and otherwise manipulated it to create deeply personal films that he often said were made for nobody but him. FTP name this experimental filmmaker who died in 2003 and whose other works include Scenes From Under Childhood, Window Water Baby Moving and Dog Star Man.
	Answer: Stan Brakhage

). {Matt S.}  He made his debut in the rock-and-roll film Summer City. He moved out of the U.S. in 1968 after his father Hutton won enough money on "Jeopardy!" While at the University of New South Wales his roommate was Geoffrey Rush. People's first "Sexiest Man Alive," this is, for 10 points, what actor who won two Oscars in 1996 for producing and directing himself in Braveheart?
	Answer: Mel (Columcille Gerard) _Gibson_

). {Matt S.}  The extra million is not going to interfere with the feelings of the suitor of Mrs. Claypool for her. Co-written by Buster Keaton, the climax of this film includes the "Anvil Chorus" from Il Trovatore. It was the first film by the group that did not star Herbert, but features Adolph as Tomasso, Leonard as Fiorello, and Julius as Otis B. Driftwood. For 10 points, name this movie starring Harpo, Chico, and Groucho, that also features a scene from Pagliacci.
	Answer: A _Night at the Opera_

). {Juliana}  Produced by Vogayer, it began production in 1984 with Citizen Kane and King Kong. Its films were the first to appear in their original aspect ratio, and included innovations in audio multitracks and directors' commentary. In 1994, it stopped laserdisc production to concentrate on DVDs, which include extras like storyboards, shooting scripts, and scholarly commentary. Sharing its name with the British "little magazine" that published The Waste Land, FTP, name this collection of films whose name means "a means or standard of judging; a test; a rule; a canon."
	Answer: The Criterion Collection

). {Juliana}  As an author, this man has published two autobiographies: 1980’s This Life and 2001’s The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography. As an ambassador, he served the Bahamas in Japan. As a director, he filmed such works as Ghost Dad and A Piece of the Action. But he’s best known as an actor in such roles as Homer Smith and Virgil Tibbs. FTP, name this man whose work in Lilies of the Field made him the first black actor to win an Oscar for a leading role.
	Answer: Sidney Poitier

). {David}  After slipping an auditor a mickey in the Black Pussy Caf, its protagonist shuts him up in the New Old Lompoc House so that Og Oggilbys borrowing of $500 to buy shares in the Beefsteak Mine won't be detected. Along the way, Egbert Souse-accent grave on the e-catches two crooks and becomes a film director as well as a security guard in--for 10 points--what 1940 W. C. Fields movie?
	Answer: The _Bank Dick_

). {David}  It begins with a "traditional prologue from the dark ages" and is "dedicated to all the Brothers and Sisters who have had enough of the Man." The title character of this film, partly financed by Bill Cosby, is a stud who puts on sex shows but then decides to rebel against the white world. For 10 points--name the 1971 Melvin van Peebles movie that spawned the blaxploitation genre.
	Answer: _Sweet Sweetback's Baadasssss Song_

). {Miguel}  Married six times, this director was in pre-production of Nostromo when he died in 1991. Starting as an editor in the 1930s, he got his first chance to direct with Noel Coward in 1942's In Which We Serve, though it was Noel Coward's Private Lives that thrust him into fame. FTP, identify this director noted for his Dickens adaptations such as Great Expectations and his epic films Dr. Zhivago, Bridge on the River Kwai, and Lawrence of Arabia.
	Answer: David _Lean_

). {Miguel}  Due to her involvement with one of the actors, Sherilyn Fenn's initials can be found on a guitar while her first name is written on the helmet of Private Lerner. Another helmet in this film bears the inscription "When I die, bury me upside-down, so the world can kiss my ass," which is worn by Private Chris Taylor. FTP, identify this 1986 war film starring Tom Berenger, Willem Dafoe, and Charlie Sheen, directed by Oliver Stone.
	Answer: _Platoon_

). {Andrew}  After a sad scene in the office of accountant Jules Frikke, the main characters quit working on their tax returns and flee to their farm in Connecticut. Earlier, one of them had drawn a licorice gun on the other after finding her in the arms of songwriter Kip Lurie, whose song "Farewell Amanda" is heard over and over again in the film. After Doris Attinger shoots her husband, prosecutor Bonner and his wife take opposite sides of the case. FTP, name this George Cukor comedy which stars Spencer Tracy and Katherine Hepburn.
	Answer: Adam's Rib

). {Andrew}  The fourth is subtitled "Failure is not an option," and features J. Don Ferguson as the sinister Colonel Yeager. The third, "The winner takes all," includes the most kickass lecture on Byron ever seen on film. The second, "Out of Siberia," turns the role of John Shale over to Treat Williams. In the first one, Tom Berenger plays the title role.  FTP, name this series of films about a mercenary who is also a fine teacher.
	Answer: The Substitute

). {Seth}  Esmeralda feels the power of Satan in him, and Kevin takes him in to Show-and-Tell. Dianne West plays Peg Boggs, the local Avon lady, who finds this title character alone in the Inventor's castle. A young girl hears his story after asking her grandmother where the snow comes from; in the end, we find out that the snow comes from him making ice sculptures. He's also good at haircuts and trimming bushes. Played by Johnny Depp, FTP name this title character of a Tim Burton movie, who has very sharp appendages.
	Ans: Edward Scissorhands (accept either name)

). {Seth}  This phrase is spoken twice in the movie it appears in; the second time, it is uttered by the protagonist while leaning out of a window in an abandoned church, just before he is shot by the man with no eyes. First uttered after the protagonist is struck for saying "I wish you wouldn't be so good to me, boss," it is followed by the lines "Some men you just can't reach. So you get what we had here last week." Both times, Dragline looks on in horror at a failed attempt to escape from the chain gang. FTP, give this famous line from Cool Hand Luke.
	Ans: What we have here, is a failure to communicate or What we have here is failure to communicate

). {Matt L.}  He made his directorial debut in 1980 with "Permanent Vacation," which featured saxophone player John Lurie. Other musicians who appeared in his films include Eszter Balint, Screamin' Jay Hawkins, Rufus Thomas, and Tom Waits. He also helmed the 1997 documentary, "Year of the Horse," a Neil Young tour diary. His hometown of Cleveland figures prominently in his breakout film. A series of vignettes that he directed called "Coffee and Cigarrettes" will soon be released in theatres. FTP, name this director best known for "Stranger than Paradise" and "Ghost Dog: The Way of the Samurai."
	Answer: Jim Jarmusch

). {Matt L.}  At the age of 66, she appeared as Patricia Marshall on an eponymous sitcom. Born with the name of Gladys Georgianna Greene, she debuted in 1923 with a John Ford silent, "Cameo Kirby." She later appeared in Ford's 1935 talkie, "The Whole Town's A Talking." Her only academy award nomination came in 1943 for George Stevens' "The More the Merrier," but she is better known for playing Marian Sterritt in Shane. FTP, name this screen comedienne, who is most closely associated with roles in Frank Capra's "You Can't Take it With You," "Mr. Deeds Goes to Town," and "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington."
	Answer: Jean Arthur

). {Brendan}  In Kill Bill, Volume 1. Elle Driver whistles a motif from his 1968 score to Twisted Nerve while posing as a nurse. A child prodigy and Julliard graduate, he briefly conducted an orchestra in New York before moving to Hollywood to work in radio. After a number of impressive scores for his radio colleague Orson Welles, he won an Oscar in 1942 for All That Money Can Buy, but his best known work came in the 50s on films like The Trouble With Harry and North By Northwest. FTP, name this virtuosic film composer and longtime collaborator of Alfred Hitchcock, responsible for both the low woodwinds of Citizen Kane and the screeching violins of Psycho.
	Ans: Bernard Herrmann

). {Brendan}  Osen, who can’t remember her lover’s name in The Lower Depths; Agrado, who’s spent thousands on plastic surgery only to have her nose broken in All About My Mother; Juliette in Dirty Pretty Things; Samuel Monroe, briefly, in My Life as a House; Cheryl Ann in Catch Me If You Can; Iris Steensma is a 14 year-old one in Taxi Driver; Sera is one who tries to rescue Ben from alcoholism in Leaving Las Vegas. FTP, all these character are members of what "oldest profession"?
	Ans: Prostitutes (accept equivalents, prompt on “ho”)

). {Martha}  Pearl Jam, back when they were Mother Love Bone, make a brief appearance in this movie, as passengers in a passing car. The heroine is a "brain, trapped in the body of a game show hostess" and the hero teaches "kickboxing, the sport of the future." Lloyd Dobbler holds a boombox playing "In Your Eyes" over his head outside Diane Court’s window. For ten points, name this movie, Cameron Crowe’s directorial debut, starring Ione Skye and John Cusack.
	Ans. Say Anything

). {Martha}  Quentin Tarantino called him "the best actor working in Hong Kong," and until recently he was the biggest star of Hong Kong not to have crossed over to the U.S. He spent six years working as a children’s show co-host before getting his big break in 1988’s Final Justice. He has put out over 10 comedies a year including Fist of Fury, The God of Cookery, and A Chinese Odyssey. For ten points, name this "Chinese Charlie Chaplin," the star, director, and writer of Shaolin Soccer.
	Ans. Stephen Chow

). {Willie} In the 1974 film Fox and his Friends, this director cast himself as Fox, a victim of his middle-class gay lovers who try to extort his lottery winnings. In the 1976 film Satan's Brew, he cast Kurt Raab as the self-obsessed protagonist, a plagiarist who is revealed to be a masochist. Known publicly as a hardnosed and unpleasant man, he would often take uppers and downers so that he could work on his films for consecutive days, which may have contributed to his premature death in 1982. For 10 points, identify this director of The Bitter Tears of Petra von Kant, The American Soldier, and the 931-minute TV mini-series Berlin Alexanderplatz, the leader of New German Cinema.
	Answer: Rainer Werner Fassbinder

). {Willie} In this movie, the main protagonist's father dies, and she drops out of college to become the mistress of a rich man. As the film progresses, we learn that the rich man lives in the central house of an elaborate complex. The protagonist meets her maid Yan'er. The major-domo then takes her to meet the other women in the household: an older woman, a plain woman with a Buddha's face, and a former opera singer. The plots and intrigues that follow critique the Chinese custom of owning concubines as female slaves. For 10 points, identify this 1991 movie, directed by Zhang Yimou and starring Gong Li, whose titular action reflects how the rich man selects a mistress to "favor" each night.
	Answer: Raise the Red Lantern or Da Hong Deng Long Gao Gao Gua

). {Nick}  A fetishist's dream, the love interest in this movie is an Asian in a Catholic schoolgirl outfit who spends much of the film in handcuffs; she's played by China Chow, the daughter of the "Mr. Chow's" restaurateur. In the movie, she's the daughter of a bankrupt moviemaker ruined by the failure of his film "Taste the Golden Spray". A subplot involves the theft of a "King Kong Lives" videotape by one of the ulcer-ridden protagonist's two pre-China-Chow girlfriends. FTP, name this movie whose plot involves a disastrous kidnapping of Ms. Chow by 4 killers-for-hire, including Cisco (played by Lou Diamond Phillips) and Melvin Smiley (played by Mark Wahlberg).
	Answer: the _BIG HIT_

). {Nick}  The director of this movie worked on its script since he was 16; the original screenplay was 400 pages long. A plot point involves the fixing of a contest sponsored by Gemini Croquettes; General Munro wants Major Iceborg to accompany the protagonist on the prize trip, but he takes the title character instead. The main action sequence is intercut with a rock-operatic aria sung by Diva Plavalaguna, and takes place on the planet of Fhloston Paradise. There, Jean-Baptiste Emanuel Zorg fails for the last time to obtain the stones he needs, and Korben Dallas and Leeloo go on to thwart Evil. FTP, name this futuristic Luc Besson film.
	Answer: the _FIFTH ELEMENT_

). {Jordan}  It was written in chalk on the palm of a man from the beggar’s union and was placed on the shoulder of a man peeling an orange with a switchblade. This man was walking with a young girl, his niece, who noticed it and wiped it off. Its wearer was chased by the police and local criminals, racing each other to apprehend a serial killer. For ten points, identify this Fritz Lang film starring Lon Cheney whose title refers to the single letter that marked the murderer.
	ANSWER: _M_

). {Jordan}  His powerful presence got him cast as many world leaders: Louis XV in ~Madame DuBarry~, Peter the Great in 1924, Wilhelm I in ~The Young King~, Bismark in the Nazi Propaganda film ~The Dismissal~, and Peter I in 1928's ~The Patriot~. This last role, along with his role as a Russian general working in wardrobe in ~The Last Command~, won him the first academy award given for best actor, but his heavy German accent made him unusable for future talkies. For ten points, identify this silent film star best known for playing Mephisto in Murnau’s ~Faust~ and Dr. Immanuel Rath in ~The Blue Angel~.
	ANSWER: Emil _Jannings_

). {Lev}  Tatyana Larina in Onegin, Silvie Warden in Silent Fall, Corey Mason in Empire Records, Marylin in Dr. T and the Women, Emma Duval in Cookie’s Fortune, and Lucy in Stealing Beauty, were all played by, FTP, which American actress, who is best known for playing Harry’s daughter Grace in Armageddon and Arwen in Lord of the Rings?
	Answer: Liv Tyler

). {Lev}  This movie "won" Razzies for Worst Picture, Worst Director, and Worst Actor, and was nominated for three others in 1989. According to it, the fate of the Pioneer 10 space probe is to be gunned down by Klingon Captain Klaa for target practice 315 years after it is launched. FTP, name this Star Trek movie, in which Spock’s half-brother takes the crew of the Enterprise to look for God.
	Answer: Star Trek V: The Final Frontier (prompt on Star Trek V)

). {Pratik}  This film begins with performances of Pina Bausch's "Cafe Muller" and ends with her "Masurca Fogo." The main characters Benigno and Marco are seated together in the audience, and by a strange series of circumstances, they find themselves drawn into an unlikely friendship in a hospital while each is taking care of Alicia, a promising ballet dancer, and Lydia, a bullfighter. Marco comes to terms with his emotional isolation as he tries to help Benigno after he is arrested for raping and impregnating a comatose Alicia. FTP name the this "screwball drama," which won the 2003 best original screenplay Oscar for director Pedro Almodo'var.
	Answer: Habla Con Ella (or Talk to Her)

). {Pratik}  This movie's tagline "Things fall down. People look up. And when it rains, it pours" hints at its bizarre climax, inspired by a quote from Exodus 8:2. It tells the intertwined stories of a few troubled souls in the San Fernando Valley, among them paedophilic TV host Jimmy Gator, burnt out child prodigy Quiz Kid Donnie Smith, and self help guru Frank T. J. Mackay. FTP name this 1999 movie directed by Paul Thomas Anderson, ending in a torrential downpour of frogs. 
	Answer: Magnolia

). {Steve}  The main character in this film is from Ocelot Iowa. His attempt to remove the shoes from a horse named Buttercup result in his sawing the feet off the animal. The romantic element is introduced when a gambler named Stanley smacks his girlfriend after a narrow loss, and the girlfriend, Claudia, joins the trip to Reno. FTP name this movie featuring a naïve Amish bowler and a hook-handed Woody Harrelson, a 1996 Farrelly Brothers offering.
	Ans: Kingpin

). {Steve}  In his native tongue he insightfully points out "Like sands through the hour glass, so are the days of our lives." In the middle ages he poses as an executioner to help some friends escape a beheading. In the mall he is laughed at by teenage girls, along with his pal Billy the Kid. FTP name this character that Loves San Dimas in Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure, whose name is constantly mispronounced by Bill and Ted, as they don’t speak Greek.
	Ans: Socrates or So-Crates

). {Jim}  Born in Ireland, his career got its start when he played lead in John Dexter's production of Galileo on the stage, and work in tv came soon after. He played the title role in the short Jim Henson series Storyteller: the Greek Myths, and John Harrison in A&E's Longitude. More recent film roles include William in Gosford Park and Baltus van Tassel in Sleepy Hollow. FTP who is this actor, who was chosen to replace Richard Harris in the Harry Potter series?
	ANSWER: Michael _Gambon_

). {Jim}  Jack Palance, Brian Blessed, Wallace Beery, Anthony Quinn, Orson Welles, Charleton Heston, and Tim Curry have all played this character, the lattermost in a live action production by Disney. In fact, Disney has released three versions of the story theatrically, with his best known avatar being Robert Newton. FTP who is this character, who was called only by his last name in the most recent, animated version, which also changed the ship from the Hispaniola to the RLS Legacy?
	ANSWER: Long John _Silver_

). {Charles}  The protagonist learned cake decorating at Folsom and dreams of operating a bakery, but will need to revert one last time to his criminal actions. With Bobby and Carl, played by Saul Rubinek and Gailard Sartain, he plans a scheme to steal rare coins. He falls in love with detective Terese, but must deal with an 11 year-old who scored in the 95th percentile on his Stanfords. His estranged son Timmy plans to hide the coins away from his father Ray Gleason. FTP, name this 1994 movie, which stars Ted Danson, and Macaulay Culkin performing the title action.
	ANSWER: _Getting Even with Dad_

). {Charles}  This film features Lucy Draper, the Kate Hnida of her day; Manumana, the token Samoan; and Charlie Banks, who scores a game winning reception. After winning the National Championship at the Cotton Bowl, the team was given the death penalty, and Coach Rig, played by Robert Loggia, is forced to sign chemistry professor Andre Krimm, played by Sinbad, and farmer-quarterback Paul Blake, played by Scott Bakula. The new team, coached by Ed "Straight Arrow" Gennaro, went 0-8, before tying the Jayhawks and defeating the Texas Colts on a 2-point conversion. FTP, name this comedy about the Texas State Fightin’ Armadillos penalized for the titular penalty.
	ANSWER: _Necessary Roughness_

). {Joshua}  Prior to WWII, the leading film festival in the world, held in Venice, favored Italian and German films; the top award of 1939 was split between the sons of Joseph Goebbels and Benito Mussolini. Outraged, other countries decided to form their own festival, for which this site was chosen only because the host city offered to put up the dough to build a dedicated venue. For ten points, name this city whose film festival awards the "Palme d'Or", on the French Mediterranean.
	A: _Cannes_

). {Joshua}  Take three strips of black-and-white film. Use a beam-splitter or split-cube prism to split the light into red, green, and blue; then register the green component onto a strip of panchromatic black-and-white film, the blue onto a strip of red-emulsion-coated film, and the red onto a strip of red-senstive panchromatic film. Soak each colored strip in a dye of the chromatically opposite color, and then allow each one to successively soak onto a single clear strip of film. For ten points, you've just peformed what technique pioneered in the 1930s to create color in films?
	A: _Technicolor_

). {Yi}  The director of this film told Entertainment Weekly that he had wanted his credit to read "Humpty Dumpty." This film also includes the use of the word fuck 205 times and features the same diner displayed in the Big Lebowski. The movie’s main character reflects on the question "Has anything you’ve done made your life better?" leading to a change in his attitude. Despite trying to distance himself from his neo-Nazi past, Derek Vinyard faces more anguish when his brother Danny is senselessly killed. FTP, what movie features Edward Furlong, Edward Norton, and a gruesome scene involving a black kid's open jaw, a curb, and a kick?
	Answer: American History X

). {Yi}  Originally developed as a one-woman stage show, this movie went on to become one of the highest grossing movies of 2002. The main character begins to take computer classes at college to expand her education and to get away from home. Previously, education had meant: "If Nick has one goat and Maria has nine, how soon will they marry?" It spawned a disastrous TV show that replaced John Corbett's Ian with Steven Eckholdt's Thomas. Windex cures everything and most of the family members are named some variation of Nick in, FTP, what highly successful independent romantic comedy starring Nia Vardalos?
	Answer: My Big Fat Greek Wedding


